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Iw the year 1268 A. H., which co th 
1852 A.D., Major Durand,* at that time Political — 
Agent of Bhopal, advised the late Nawab Sikandar 
Begam to write a book containing a true history of ; 
the Chiefs of Bhopal up to the presnt time, together 
with a narrative of the rise and progress of the 
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Firman from 
= CHAPTER I. 
AN ACCOUNT OF THE COMING OF SIRDAR DOST MUHAMMAD 
KHAN, OF THE MIRAZI KHAIL, FROM AFGHANISTAN INTO 
HINDUSTAN, AND OF HIS ACQUIRING TERRITORY AND 
MONEY, WITH ALL THAT HE DID UNTIL HIS, DEATH. 
Strpar Dost MunammaD Kauay, the son of Nar Muham- (| 
mad Khan, the son of Jan Muhammad Khan, the son of j 
Khan Muhammad Khan, of the Mirazi Khail, emigrated = 
to Hindustan from Therah, near the Khaibar Pass, in — 
Afghanistan, in the beginning of the reign of Bahadur | 
} “ Shah, son of Alamgir, in the year 1120 A.H.,* and settled 
tof a letter from the Duke of ip Lobari. Jalalabad st but. bay gett ae 
id, son of Her Majesty the j - un a rathan ther a 





ahjahan elhi), when ce he ccompanied = 
SO eRe a... the imperial army which had been ordered to the j ince 
in a oa eos of she oo ia of Malwa. : wie a8. 2 
Offices and Jaghirdars, also ng x, sé On his arrival in Malwa he first 1 ‘service with the 
" in the territories of Bhopal. . ° Raj . of Sita Mhow, but left his employ to vi ad 
oe gh nv of f ’ hopal t of Faruk, governor of the city of Bhilsa, where he deposi 
his. goods and chattels, and proceeded empty a 
employment under one of the Sirdars of 
; s he attacked the zamindar of Bans. 
in the encounter. 
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Khan, enraged at hearing the news, came to Bhilsa anid 
presented himself before the governor, who restored part 
of his property, but refused to give up the remainder. 
Whereupon Dost Muhammad Khan withdrew in wrath to 
Mangulgurh, near Bairesia, and entered into service with 
the mother of Thakur Anund Singh, Solunki Rajput. 
Such was the fidelity and energy of the Khan that t)o 
Rani used to call him her own son. On her death he 
retained possession of certain jewels and property which 
had been entrusted to him; and withholding them from 
‘the Rani’s heir, went away to the town of Bairesia, which 
at that timt was held under an imperial grant by Taj 
Muhammad Khan, one of the nobles of the Imperial Court 
of Delhi. Owing to the decline of the dynasty of Timour, 
there was great insecurity of life and property in Hin- 
dustan. Highway robberies were frequent; the Rajputs of 
Malwa, such as the Thakur of Parason, &ec., used to issue 
from Malwa and plunder the country from the borders of 
Berar to Kandeish, and in like manner the pargana of 
Bairesia was laid waste at their hands. Yar Khan, amil 
of the Chandkhatri Taluk, the agents and servants of the 
grantee, were utterly unable to cope with the robbers. At 
the instance of Kazi Muhammad Salah, Sundul *Rai, and 
Alum Chand Kanongo, Dost Muhammad Khan took a 
lease of Bairesia for 30,000 rupees a year from the grantee ; 
and having induced his relations, the Pathans of his clan 
tan to join him, formed the intention of 
ting the country. ‘ 
r sent a certain experienced spy disguised as a beggar 
to Parason to find out particulars. The spy sent intelli- 
that it was the time of the Holi just then, that 
f of Parason and his followers were employed in 
each other, and revelry, and were quite 
Q ost Muhammad Khan set out with a 
his own trustworthy adherents, and reached Parason 
ht. The chief, his servants, and all his clan were 
cated in the height of the feast of the Holi, 
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witnessing a nautch; suddenly the Pathan Sirdar and his 
soldiers appeared in the midst of the assembly, who were 
taken by surprise; a great number, including the Chief, were 
killed ; and the women, children, and property of the slain 
fell into the hands of the Sirdar, After this the Pathans 
girded up the loins of resolution, and applied their energies 
to subduing the country. The unruly spirits in Kitchiwara 


and Umatwara were kept well in check. Raja Khan and 
Shamshir Khan, who under Muhammad Faruk Hékim of 
Bhilsa were deputies in charge of Shamshabad, encountered 
them and were slain, A Rajput of the Dewara clan, chief 


of Jugdespur, a noted robber, demanded tribute from the 
patel of Barkhera in Pargana Dilod; the patel relying on 
the Pathan’s support refused payment, the Rajputs plun- 
dered him; the patel appealed to the Pathans, who offered 
him their condolence and consolation, and secretly set about 
planning retaliation. Before many days had passed, the 
Thakur of Raipur, in the Dilod Pargana, was able to give 
them intelligence that the Rajputs of J ugdespur had started 
on an expedition to rob a caravan, and that only a few of 
their elders were left in the villages. 

On hearing this news, Dost Muhammad Khan took a body 
of picked? men, and under pretext of sport pitched his tents 
on the banks of the Tahal river, close to Jugdespur, and sent 
an envoy to the Thakur of that place to express his desire 
for an interview; the Rajput chiefs sent him the materials 
for a feast, and next day themselves appeared to pay him a 
visit. Dost Muhammad Khan went out to meet them, and 
with a great profession of friendship invited them into his 
tent, caused them to be seated, and when by specious compli- 
ments and professions he had completely allayed their sus- 
picions, he rose up under pretence of distributing attar 
and pin. According toa preconcerted plan his own followers 
had been posted close round the tent as if for parade and 
pomp, and had been instructed that, as soon as their leader 
came out and asked for attar and pan, they were to sever 
the tent ropes, throw down the tent, and cut down the 
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Rajputs. Accordingly, as soon as Dost Muhammad Khan 
came out of the tent, his soldiers executed his orders and 
murdered all the Rajputs, whose bodies were thrown into 
the river, which from that day has been called the Halali.* 
Thus Jugdespur, with the women and property of the Raj- 
puts, fell into the hands of Dost Muhammad Khan and his 
brother, who changed the name of the place to Islamnagar, 
erected a fort and substantial buildings, made it their resi- 

dence, and set about subduing the surrounding territories. 
In ashort time having acquired considerable power and 
prosperity, Dost Muhammad Khan was ambitious to measure 
his strengtlf with Muhammad Faruk, ruler of Bhilsa, 
and an encounter took place in the lands of the village of 
Jumal Bagri, near Bhilsa. Muhammad Faruk having 
despatched his forces to the fray, himself mounted an 
elephant, and was a distant spectator of the fight. Dost 
Muhammad Khan sent his army to the encounter under the 
command of his youngest brother Sher Muhammad Khan, 
and himself with a small body of men, went and lay in 
ambush behind Jumal Bagri’s hill. The fight began: in 
the height of the battle, Raja Khan, Mewatti of Doraha, 
thrust his spear right through Sher Muhammad Khan's 
body, but himself was cut in two, and both were Killed on 
the spot. The Bhopal force turned and fled, pursued by the 
Bhilsa troops, and Muhammad Faruk caused the drums of 
victory to be beaten; Dost Muhammad Khan seeing his rival 
unguarded and Alone, proceeded to surround him, and with 
great daring and intrepidity he slew Muhammad Faruk 
and took his escort prisoners. Then coverirf¥ his face, he 
mounted the elephant of the slain, whose corpse he propped 
upright before him, at the same time compelling the drum- 
mers who had been taken captive to beat the drums of 
-y. The Bhilsa troops hearing from afar the sound 
1e State drums, and seeing their lord standing uf, 
d on in pursuit of the Bhopal force. It was late in 
ning when this took place. Dost Muhammad Khan 
pumped 






















* Halali means the river of slaughter, 
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proceeded towards Bhilsa; the garrison of the fort taking 
him for their own commander, opened the gates and 
admitted him and his soldiers. Dost Muhammad Khan 
then threw down the corpse of Muhammad Faruk before 
the very eyes of the garrison, and made himself master of 
the fort. 

The power of Dost Muhammad Khan was greatly 
increased by this victory, and in a short time Mahalpur 
Gulgaon, Untkhera, Gyaspur, Ambapani, Sanchit, Chorast 
Chhanwah, Khamkhera, Ahmadpur, Bagrod, Dordaha, Sihor, 
Itchawar, Debipura, Sat, and so many parganas of 
Malwa came into his possession and management, that 
Bahadur, the subah of Malwa, alarmed at this state of 
affairs, drew out his army from Ujain. Dost Muhammad 
Khan opposed him, and by help from above, the subah 
was defeated, and his artillery and much war material of 
Ujain fell into the enemy's hands. Bijjeh Ram, amil of 
Shajawalpur, recognising his rising fortunes, made over 
that district to him, and himself accepted service under him. 
Dalel Khan, chief of Kurwai, came to Bairesia to pay a 
complimentary visit to Dost Muhammad Khan; he proposed 
that they should join in extending their territory, and that 
their acquisitions of land and property should be equally 
divided, but the negociations were interrupted by a 
quarrel in which Dalel Muhammad Khan was killed, and 
his adherents made their escape to Kurwai. 

Gunnur was a famous fortress of the Gdnds, and Nizam 
Shh Gond, lord of Gunnur, had been poisoned by his 
relative, the é@hief of Chainpur Bari, Rani Kumlapati, 
the widow of Nizam Shah, and her son Naval Shah were 
living in the fort of Gunnur. The Rani hearing of the 
valour of Dost Muhammad Khan, invited him secretly to 
avenge the death of Nizam Shah on the chief of Bari. 
Dost Muhammad Khan, collecting his forces and being 
victorious, added the territories of Bari to his dominions, 
and became manager for the Rani Kumlapati. When she 
died, he seized upon the fortress of Gunnur also, put to 
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death those Gonds who rebelled, and, bestowing grants 
according to their degree upon the rest, earned their 
gratitude. 

Dost Muhammad Khan laid the foundations of the fort 
and city wall of Bhopal on Friday, the 9th of the month 
Zilhij, 1140 A.H. The place which was hardly more than 
a village, built on the side of a hill near a large lake, took 
his fancy, and he took active measures to promote the 
growth of the town. After the war between Nadir Shahand 
Muhammad Shah in A.H. 1152, Nawab Kamaruddin 
Khan, Nizam-ul-mulk (lieutenant of the empire), in the 
course of his march from Delhi to Haidarabad, encamped 
with a large army on a hill since known as the Nizam Tekri, 
near the fort of Islamnagar. It was the Nizam’s intention to 
dispossess Dost Muhammad Khan, whom he regarded as 
disaffected to himself, because Dost Muhammad Khan's 
younger brother, Mir Ahmad Khan, at the head of 500 
horse and 250 camel-men, had fallen fighting on the side 
of Dilawar Khan, commander-in-chief of the army of the 
Amir-ul-Amra, in the battle of Burhanpur, in the year 
1132 A.H. 

Dost Muhammad Khan, not having sufficient resources 
to fight, pacified the Nizam by surrendering to fim Yar 
Muhammad Khan, his own son, as a hostage. 

In conclusion, Dost Muhammad Khan spent more than 
thirty years in increasing his renown, and received more than 
thirty wounds 4n battle ; he departed this life in the 65th 

' or 66th year of his age, and was buried in the fort of 

-Fatehgarh in Bhopal, where the monument over his grave 
is to be seen to this day. The grave of his father Nur 
Muhammad Khan is in Bairesia; he was one of five 
; of the others, Sher Muhammad Khan was killed 
fight with Muhammad Faruk. Alif Muhammad 
met the same fate while fighting against Babu Rac 
Shah Muhammad Khan fell in a battle with 

o,a commander of the Raja of Dhar. Mir Ahmad 
as killed fighting by the side of Dilawar Ali Khan, 
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and Akil. Muhammad Khan, who was dewan of Bhopal, 
and died a natural death. 

Dost Muhammad Khan had six sons, Yar Muhammad 
Khan, Sultan Muhammad Khan, Sadar Muhammad Khan, 
Fazil Muhammad Khan, Wasil Muhammad Khan, and 
Khan Bahadur Khan ; he also had five daughters. 





CHAPTER IL 
CONCERNING YAR MUHAMMAD KHAN. 

Wren the news of Dost Muhammad Khan’s decease was 
brought to the Nizam-ul-mulk (lieutenant of the empire), 
he told Yar Muhammad Khan of his father’s death. The 
youth replied :—* The shadow of your highness’ protection 
on my head supplies the place of my revered father: of 
what consequence is the death of one foreign Pathan?” 
These words pleased the Nizam, who bestowed upon him 
dresses of honour, a fish ensign, dignities, drums and banners, 
an elephant, a charger, palanquins, umbrella, sunscreen, and 
other insignia of sovereignty, with the titles of Amir and 
Nawab, and supplying him with troops, allowed him to 
depart for Bhopal. Nawab Yar Muhammad Khan, on his 
arvival at Bhopal, found that, immediately on his father’s 
decease, he officers of the army and the ministers of the 
State had declared for Sultan Muhammad Khan, then’a boy 
of seven or eight years old, Nawab Yar Muhammad Khan, 
who was eighteen years of age, dispossessed him, but grant- 
ed him an estate in jaghire, and himself assumed the reins 
of government. 

A few days afterwards, on the death of the Dewan Akil 
Muhammad Khan, the Nawab invested Bijjeh Ram with 
the office of minister, and choosing Islamnagar as his 
capital, he adorned it with stately buildings. He conceiy- 
ed the design of extending his dominions, to which in a 
few years he added the parganas of Sewans, Pathari,* 
Udehpura, &e. He was also victorious in his war with 


a 
* Pathari is now held by the descendants of Sultan Mubammad Khan, 
Tt contains twelve villages. 
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Kotah and Bundi, and received a large indemnity from 
them, In his wars with Rampura, Brikhban, and Karode, 
a large number of men, women, and children were taken 
prisoner, and also a captive maiden of great beauty of Raj- 
put or Brahmin family, who found favour in the Nawab’s 
eyes. He made her his wife, and advanced her to honour, 

He gave battle to the Peshwa’s army in the plain of 
Burbun Bitah, a village near Bhopal, and the Mahratta. 
were defeated and put to flight. 

His reign lasted for fifteen years, and in the year 1167 
A. H.,at his destined hour, he died, and was buried in Islam- 
nagar, wheré his tomb is still to be seen. His family con- 
sisted of two or four daughters and five sons, whose names 
were Faiz Muhammad Khan, Hiyat Muhammad Khan, Said 
Muhammad Khan, Husain Muhammad Khan, and Yasin 
Muhammad Khan. 





CHAPTER ITI. 
THE HISTORY OF NAWAB FAIZ MUHAMMAD KHAN. 
On the decease of Nawab Yar Muhammad Khan, the 
dewan (minister) Bijjeh Ram caused Nawab Faiz Muham- 
mad Khan, who was eleven years old, to be enthroned in 
Islamnagar, whereas Améd Rai, Tika Ram, and? Ibrahim 
Khan, the Disciple,* and other officers of State declared for 
Sultan Muhammad Khan, the brother of the deceased Nawab, 
in the city of Bhopal. Bijjeh Ram issued from Islamnagar 
with a force of 5,000 men, and advanced towards Bhopal 
to do battle for his young master, and some indecisive 
artillery and musketry skirmishes ensued. When the news 
was brought to Holas Rai, the governor of Chainpur Bin, 
he marched his force also to Bhopal, and by promising to 
bring the quarrel with Bijjeh Ram to a very speedy termi- 
ion, induced Sultan Muhammad Khan to admit him 
thin the fort. The usurper believed him to be staunch? 
into the trap, and admitted him with all his force inside 
walls. Holas Rai, as soon as he had obtained 





explanation of this nick-name is given in the original. 
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entrance to the city, contrived to man the fort and the 
bastions of the city walls with his own followers, and made 
himself master of the city gates, and without more ado 
expelled Sultan Muhammad Khan from the city, thereby 
earning for himself the gratitude and favour of Nawab 
Faiz Muhammad Khan. Immediately om his expulsion 
from the city, Sultan Muhammad Khan set about collecting 


an army. In a few days he on canised a ferce and advanced 
to meet his rival 

Both sides prepared for battle on the plain near the 
Eedgah, outside the city to the north. The Nawab, after 


marching his soldiers out of the city, halted, and entrusted 
the command in the impending battle to his commandant 
of the fort, Said Ibrahim, whom he mounted on his ele- 
phant. The battle commenced and soon became general; 
the soldiers on beth sides fighting with ardour. Sultan 
Muhammad Khan, mistaking the elephant of the Fort eom- 
mandant for that of the Nawab, made his way thither, and 
charged Said Ibrahim, whom he slew. A panic then fell 
upon the army, but the Nawab brought up his reserves in 
person, with such effect that Sultan Muhammad Khan and 
Sadar Khan were foreed to fly from the field, and their 
forces were dispersed. 

After this, Sultan Muhammad Khan took refuge with 
Nawab Izzat Khan, chief of Kurwai; but, failing in his 
object there, retired to the village of Jahala on his own 
estate, and, winning over the commander of the fort of 
Rahatgurh by name Hazéri to his interests, he took up his 
abode in that fort and hegan to collect the materials of war. 
Nawab Faiz Muhammad Khan followed him up as far as 
Sewans, but at length agreed to bestow Rahatgurh on him, 
on the condition, which was formally ratified, that he and 
his brother Sadar Muhammad Khan should both renounce 
all claim to a voice in Bhopal affairs. After the settlement 
ee me te returned to Bhopal at his leisure, 

5 the chase by the way, and resigned the conduet 
of State affairs to loyal servants and to Mamola Bibi, his. 
B 
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step-mother, It is said that on the day of the battle with 
Sultan Muhammad Khan, Lo Ram, the torch-bearer of 
Nawab Faiz Muhammad Khan, was slain, and his body 
burnt near the Eedgah, on the banks of the Islamnagar 
stream, and that the Hindus erected a mound on the spot 
and held it sacred, then giving the stream the name of 
Lobheyron, by which it is known to this day. 

"The fort of Raisen, distant 22.miles east of Bhopal, an 
situated on the summit of a high hill, was in the possession 
of Noid Ali Khan Kwaja Sera, commandant on the part 
of Alamgir the second, and owing to the feeble sway of 
the line of Timour in Hindustan, the commandant was re- 
hellious. The Nawab, surprising the commandant, made hin 
self master of the fort. Then he caused a petition to be sent to 
the Emperor to the effect, that evil-disposed persons, seeing 
the negligence of the commandant of Raisen, had designs 
of seizing the fort, and raising disturbances therefrom, so 
he had sent for that officer and had garrisoned the fort 
properly. The Emperor in reply sent him a firman and 
commission as commander of the fort, and the importance 
of the Nawab was increased thereby. 

The Peshwa, whose capital was Poona, and whose arms 
had often been victorious as far as the river Attock, was 
desirous to revenge himself on the chief of Bhopal for the 

defeat he had sustained at the hands of the late Nawab 

beet es Yar Muhammad Khan. Among the officers of his army 
was. Wasil Muhammad Khan, the brother of Nawab Yar 
 _ Muhammad Khan, who also incited the Peshwa to hostiltty. 
~The army yeached the borders of Bhopal and encamped; the 
alis unable to resist, yielded to the advice of the lady 
Mamola, and ceded to the Peshwa the pergunnahs of 
Shajawalpur, Ashta, Sihor, Ichawur, Duraha, and 
a, and by these concessions freed themselves from 

























‘the year 1176 A.H., Sada Sheorao, alias 
nko, and Biswas Rao, passed near Bhopal on 
om the Dakkan to oppose Ahmad Shah Abdalli. 
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They summoned the Nawab to their camp, but he refused 
to visit them; whereupon the Bhao said, that, as soon as by 
Krishna’s help he had wrested the throne of Delhi from 
the Turks, he would return and punish this Pathan. The 
Nawab retorted that by God’s grace the Bhao should never 
accomplish his object, and in the end it came to pass that 
the Bhao with all his host met with their destruction at 
Paniput at the hands of the army of Ahmad Shah, So 


great a defeat it was that 22,000 Hindu women and 
children of gentle birth, and 50,000 horses, 2,00,000 
bullocks, 500 elephants, and 20,000 camels, with countless 


treasure and property, became the spoil of the army of 
Abdalli. 

At this defeat of the Dakkanis the Maharaja Scindia of 
Gwalior fled on horseback, pursued by a Durani horseman. 
At the end of 14 miles the horse of the Maharaja was 
exhausted, and the Durani overtaking him dealt the Maha- 
raja such a blow with his battle-axe on the knee as to 
break the bone; he then despoiled him of his horse trap- 
pings, arms, and clothes which he took back 14 miles again, 
The Bhopal people ascribed the victory of the arms of 
I<lam and the defeat of the Dakkanis to the efficacy of the 
prayers of Faiz Muhammad Khan, who they held to be a 
saint, ‘The Nawab was given to prayer and fasting; he 
was of lofty stature and of great length of arms, taciturn 
and a recluse, but courteous, forbearing and firm; he never 
used to go outside Bhopal, but his Dewan*Bijjeh Ram was 
an efficient minister and kept the Gonds in subjection, After 
the death of the dewan he was succeeded by his son Ghasi 
Ram, who promoted Hindus to the highest offices, cut off 
the noses of such butchers as slaughtered cows, and was so 
bigoted a Hindu that two Pathans conspired and murdered 
him. Next was appointed Izzat Khan, but he was poisoned 
by a courtezan. Then Lalla Khesri Singh was invested 
with the office of minister. He and his son Munna Lall fell 
victims to the rage of the Pathans led by Yasin Muhammad 
Khan, the Nawab's younger brother, who: found out that — 
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Munna Lall had an intrigue with a Pathan woman. Their 
women in their grief at this affliction strewed gunpowder 
in the house and set it alight. The building was blown to 
pieces, and not a vestige of their remains was recovered, and 
the Nawab was much affected, but subsequently Yasin 
Muhammad Khan succeeded to the office of minister of State. 
~The Nawab died of dropsy on Friday the 11th of Z)\nt 
after the hour of prayer in the year 1191 A.H., and wa. 
buried in the corner of the fort, where a lofty dome was 
erected over his grave. 





CHAPTER IV. 
THE REIGN OF HIYAT MUHAMMAD KHAN. 

As Nawab Faiz Muhammad Khan died childless, lis 
younger brother Hiyat Muhammad Khan was raised to the 
throne by the lady Mamola and other dignitaries of the 
State, on Tuesday, the Ist Muharram 1192 A.H. “ Khudeo 
Kishn Bhopal” (God for the kingdom of Bhopal) is the 
anagram of the date, and it appears from a certain ancient 
document found among the archives of the State, that after 
‘the death of Nawab Faiz Muhammad Khan, his widow 
Salaha, known also as the Bhao Begam, wished herself to 
be vested with the executive power in the nante of her 
a) - deceased husband, to whose grave were to be paid the 
marks of respect due to a living sovereign. = * 
#5 the one side Nawab Hiyat Mahammad Khan was a 

ant for the ‘crown, on the other was Sherif Muhammad 
ready for civil war, and the sons of Dewan Yasin 
nmad Khan, whose death had oceurred only 15 days 
: that of the Nawab, were prepared to raise a disturb- 
on their own account, The Bhao Begam had a separ- 
f her own fully equipped, and the State officials 
1 ng and evening, paid their respects to the 
Muhammad Khan just as if in durbar? 
r Mamola, seeing the state of affairs, urged 
am to set upon the throne any one of her 
nd’s brothers she pleased, because it was 
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necessary that there should be a man at the head of the State. 
At last, after much remonstrance, it was agreed that Nawab 
Hiyat Muhammad Khan was to carry on the affairs of the 
State under the direction of the Bhao Begam as her deputy. 
He was accordingly invested with the rank of deputy, and 
three or four months afterwards bestowed upon Dewan 
Ghoteh Khan the office of minister, and usurped the office 
of ruler and title of Nawab himself 

In the history of Major William Hough,* it is stated that 
at this time Colonel Goddard arrived in the neighbourhood 
of Bhopal with an English force, and met with a friendly 
reception from Nawab Hiyat Muhammad ‘Khan, who 
rendered him great assistance, and the remembrance of this 
friendly act of the Bhopal chief has never been forgotten 
by the English. The book already quoted tells us that, not- 
withstanding that the Bhopal people were anxious for war 
and a rupture with the English, yet the Nawab of Bhopal 
continued well-disposed and friendly, and thus provoked 
the Mahrattas to lay waste much Bhopal territory. 

Colonel Goddard’s march through Bhopal occurred on the 
2nd of September 1777 A-D., corresponding with the 7th 
Ramzan 1194 A.H. Colonel Goddard expressed much grati- 
tude at the Nawab’s kindness, and gave him a letter to the 
effeet that the friendship between the East India Company 
and Bhopal would prove to be a lasting one, and that should 
occasion arise, the Nawab or his descendants should receive 
assistance at the Company's hands. At that time the reve- 
nues of Bhopal amounted to Rs. 20,00,000, out of which 
Re. 5,00,000 were set apart as the privy purse of the ruler, 
over which sum the Financial Minister had no control, but 
had to provide for the cost of the army and officials of the 
State from the balance of 15 lacs. 

This Nawab was a religious recluse, and paid but little 
attention to State affairs. The Bhao Begam usurped 
the powers of the executive, and was universally detested 


* The work referred to 4 ae . 
British India,” 1766—1849, +1853, 2 v 
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s a : ' d four boys. with his submission, though one of the ruling family, to 
the 7 tC He ad ,Dal | Hud * ‘ 6 os + 

1 * Gond; the second the orders of the slave set at the head of affairs by Nawab 
See ae . and Islam Khan and Hiyat Muhammad Khan, asking him if he were not - 
Chotel KN lan, t ch amin ; they had all 


: ashamed to bend his head before such a man, and adding 
is = Khan, with the assist- that, if she fal man, she would soon settle accounts 
anath and Ds ingh carried on the withi this menial. 

Le a | me members Muhammad Khan replied that he could do nothing; 
th 3 asday , ——: authority was supreme to exalt whom he 
; hote leased. The Begam offered to supply him with money 
mM i he had the stomach to dare anything, and Sherif Muham_ 
mad Khan was thus induced to enter into her plans, 
BOG v 4 Having secretly obtained the allegiance of Ifis brethren, 
her age deferred to : bia he proceeded to collect an army ; but when the time for 

chief hi fi ob to { paying the troops arrived, the Begam refused to advance a 

» copper, and Sherif Muhammad Khan withdrew in 
disgust to Sihor. He there organised an army without her 
aid, and having placed his family under Wazir Muhammad 
ig in ae house of Mir Abdar Rastil and Mir Abdal 
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Hira Bhao att ith a body pi 
burnt in some aun. of Bhopal. Choteh Khan _. Sih 


mad Khan, on 7 eae the news, det 
in li at the head of a force of ccvelet ia : in 
tion of Gunnur. The hostile pa : 
d after a sharp encounter the forces of Sherif 
“Khan were put to flight, and on the other*side Mir K 
Ali was slain. The Nawab then sent another off 
ree a and recalled and imprisoned Kuli K 
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Khan of the Ramalgan tribe, with the command of tho troops 
sent against Sherif Muhammad Khan, Tho battle took 
place on Saturday, the 16th of the month Jamadi Slawad 
in the year 1201 A.H., at the village of Pandé, 10 seta 
west of Bhopal. The Pindara Cavalry and the Ashta forces 
fled, while on the Bhopal side the roar of tho cannon 
musketry, and rockets increased. The army of Sh rif 
Muhammad Khan gave ground till he alone with his 
brethren remained on the field of battle. With great valour 
they drew their swords and charged at full gallop, spread 
consternation in the Bhopal ranks, slaying many renowned 
horsemen, bat, overpowered by numbers, were at length all 
killed, except Kiémil Muhammad Khan, who escaped by the 
speed of his horse. The heads of the slain were carried 
into Bhopal. The Nawab, who was overcome with grief at 
this event, ordered their heads to be decently buried. 

After this Choteh Khan threw off all restraint, and began 
to show the arrogance of his disposition. He greatly oppres- 
sed the Pathans, much to the annoyance of the Nawah’s 
brothers, who cherished a secre design of making away 
with the Nawab by treachery, and dividing the estate 
among themselves, or else of electing a chief to their own 
taste. Accordingly, at the festival of the Eedul Bitr, when 
the Nawab came out of the Eedgah, and, as customary, 
entered the old fort to pay his respects to the lady Mamola, 
Najét Muhammad Khan, son of Yasin Muhammad Khan, 
who united a poWerful and athletic frame with consummate 
courage, introduced a band of Pathans into the old fort, 
and after having stationed Kuli Khan with a few soldiers at 
the gate, himself accompanied by Zikarma Khan and Mian 


. Ne _ Khan, proceeded to the palace where, after the usual greeting 
and presentation of the gifts of the season, he took a seat 


the Nawab. The conversation turned on various 
which Najét Khan interrupted by observing that 
wab had set up a slave over the Pathans, and ought 
him, or give the speaker permission to kill him 
wy the disgrace from his own head. The Nawab 
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replied that he was no slave bought with gold, that he had 

brought him up as his own son, and appointed him minister 

on account of his goodness and wisdom; further that he had 

never been guilty of treachery to bring down punishment 
on his head; but that if the speaker had any insult to com- 
plain of, Choteh Khan should be punished, if proved to be 
in the wrong. On this Najat Muhammad Khan drew a 
dagger and attacked the Nawab. Purs Ram, mace-bearer, who 
was standing listening behind the purdah, rushed in and 
struck Najét Muhammad Khan on the head with his silver 
mace. The cries also of the women summoned Ali Khan, 
Zulfikér Khan, Shaikh Makim and Haji Mian, aides-de-camp 
to the Nawab, who, running to the rescue, entered the 
palace and cut down Najét Muhammad Khan and his 
accomplices. Kuli Khan, on hearing what had occurred, 
fled from the gate of the fort to Ambapani, his own 
estate. The Raja Bholanath, who had come to the durbar 
to pay the compliments of the season to the Nawab, 
was also killed in this affray. Choteh Khan, who foresaw 
that it would not be easy for him to escape the vengeance 
of the Pathans, killed many, banished others, and only 
allowed the rest to remain on their furnishing security 
not to melest him. He surrounded Bhopal with fortified 
posts, and thus, although by these arrangements, ill feel- 
ing was not altogether repressed, yet there was some 
improvement on the previous state of affairs. 

Next Choteh Khan built a stone dam teross the Ban 
Gunga stream on the east of Bhopal, which is known as 
the Pakka bridge; Mir Abid and Abid-ul-Nabi being the 
architects of this work. He began digging a trench round 
the city, but the work was interrupted by his death, 
and left unfinished; he also added to and repaired the 
fort of Fatehgarh, and built a palace in it for his own 
residence. 

About this time the lady Mamola died. Two large and 
well-constructed mosques of her building are standing to 


this day. ¥ 
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Choteh Khan was of middle stature and average size: 
he affected humility in conversation, and in his manners 
resembled a Hindu; he died before dawn on Saturday, the 
26th of Jumadi-ul-Akhir, in the year* 1209 A.H., at the age 
of 40 years, and was buried in the fort of Fatehgarh. 

He was succeeded as minister of the State by his son 
Amir Muhammad Khan, who had the support of Nawab 
Khan, Darab Khan, Mahmitid Khan, Datid Khan, Imam 
Khan, Wazir Khan, Mir Ismail, Mir Asudalla, Mir Hatim, 
and others, who made him play into their hands and began 
to tyrannise over the people, whereupon Nawab Hiyat 
Muhammad? Khan dismissed both minister and his sup- 
porters, and gave orders for their banishment from Bhopal 
They then rebelled, and shutting themselves up in the fort 
of Fatehgarh, fired upon the city and destroyed many 
houses, but unable to resist the force sent against them, 
they escaped at midnight from the fert postern with 
nearly six lacs of rupees extorted from the people, and 
making their way to Nagptir, took service with Raghoji 
Bhonsla, the Raja of that city, whom they incited to attack 
Hoshungabad, against which place the Raja despatched an 
army of 40,000 men under Sakharam Bapu, Pandurang 
Pandit, and the worshipful Mir Khan. The Nagpdir army 
invested the fort; the commandant, Shaikh Makun, on 
being hemmed in finding his garrison of 2,000 men unequal 
to the contest, asked for reinforcements, and the Nawab sent 
10,000 men under General Khairati Lal and Mahraéb Khan. 

After the fighting had continued some days, Mulavi Muham- 
mad Khan Kabuli made a sortie from the fort with a hundred 
Afghans, and, entering into the Nagptr army's lines, began 
to smite the enemy with the edge of the sword. The 
_ Nagptr army was broken by the onset, and some chiefs 
were slain, but the Mulavi’s followers also were thinned, 
and he was making his way back to the fort, when some 
son fired off a musket from the rampart; the ball lodged 


* About 1794 A.D. 
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in the Mulavi's forehead, and he fell a martyr to his cause. 
The enemy’s forces surrounded the fort which the Bhopal 
army abandoned ; they then crossed the Narbadda and 
withdrew to Bhopal, and the Nagpdris took the fort. 
This occurred in the early part of the year* 1210 A.H. 

Subsequently, Himmat Ram, a clerk, obtained the title of 
Raja and became minister of State. After the banishment 
of her son from the city of Bhopal, the widow of Choteh 
Khan went away to Seronj, where she received a pittance 
from Nawab Amir Khan, the ruler of Tonk, and her son 
Amir Muhammad Khan entered the service, of Nawab 
Ghafur Khan, chief of Jaurah. 

While+ affairs in Bhopal were in this condition, one day 
a horseman, accompanied by a few attendants, presented 
himself at the city gates, and was stopped by the sentries 
who barred his entrance; he proclaimed himself to be 
Wazir Muhammad Khan, son of Sherif Muhammad Khan, 
and bade them inform the Nawab of his coming, and on 
their so doing, he was summoned to the presence of the 
Nawab, who received him with affection, and asked him 
how he had made his living since his departure from 
Bhopal. Wazir Muhammad Khan replied that, after he had 
been driven from Bhopal by the tyranny of the minister 
Choteh Khan, he had for a long time been in the service 
of Hati Singh, a marauding Rajput chieftain of Umat- 
wara, whence he had made his way to Haidarabad and 
became a soldier, and now had returned to devote his life 
to his country, as the accounts he had heard of the aftlicted 
state of Bhopal had filled him with sorrow. The Nawab 
embraced him, saluted him as son, and hailed him as the 
future saviour of his country, and a few months afterwards, 
on the dismissal of the minister, Raja Himmat Ram, the 
Nawab purposed to appoint him to the vacant post, but 
was prevented doing so by his son Ghaus Muhammad Khan 








* 1795 A.D. > 
; This is something like Malcolm's aacount, apes 
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and Asmat Begam, wife of the Nawab, who were afraid that 
Wazir Muhammad Khan, on attaining to power, would exact 
vengeance for the ill-treatment which his father had received. 
This representation silenced the Nawab, who consented to 
Hakim Saifuddin’s sending for Morid Muhammad Khan, 
son of Sultan Muhammad Khan, from Rahatgarh. 

Morid Muhammad Khan, escorted by a thousand followers, 
arrived at Bhopal on Saturday, the 12th of the month 
Zikat 1210 A.H., (1795 A.D.), and encamped at his father’s 
bagh outside the city, where he spent the entire day in 
mourning, recalling the memory of his forefathers, and 
clinging, weeping to the trees. His mien was like that of 
a Hindu usurer, Next day he had an interview with the 
Nawab, with whom he so ingratiated himself by flattery, 
that he was preferred to the Nawab’s own son Ghaus 
Muhammad Khan; he next went to the palace to pay his 
respects to Asmat Bibi, and after the first greeting, he sat 
with bent knees and bowed head, while his fulsome com- 
pliments quite won her heart. His demeanour towards the 
soldiery, the State officials, and the public was so deferential 
as to gain him instant popularity ; however the more far- 
seeing of the Pathans thought his coming baded no good, 
and feared for the result. ; 

The Nawab was counselled by Hakim Saifuddin and 
Ghasi Mian to offer him the office of Minister, but Morid 
Muhammad Khan refused to accept the office until Bhopal 
had been freed from the power and influence of the Mah- 
rattas. The Nawab incurred a heavy expenditure, but 
complied with his request, and then on the 11th of the 
month Jamadi-ul-awal, in the year 1211 A.H., invested him 
with the office of Minister, on which oceasion Morid 
Muhammad Khan ingratiated himself with the poor by 
istributing money, and with the officials by presenting 
ses of honour; but in one short month he alterdl 















began by oppressing the widow of Bijjeh Ram. 
t Ram, with his nephew Munshi Khiali Ram, were 
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thrown into prison without any charge, and only released 
after six weeks on payment of a fine of 10,000 rupees. 
Owing to the growing power of the Pindarahs, he was 
unable to reduce the numbers of the army, but delayed to 
issue their pay, and after the arrears had accumulated for 
several months, the army mutinied. Morid Muhammad Khan 
extorted by force as much as he could from each family, and 
even proceeded to use torture, but still the sums thus 
realised were insufficient to satisfy the demands of the 
troops, and recourse was had to State loans. 

It was on Saturday, the 11th of the month Rajab, in that 
year, that Morid Muhammad Khan visited Asmat Begam 
at the time of evening prayer, and addressing her as his 
aunt, said that the State expenses were very heavy, and the 
revenue inadequate to meet them, but that any reduction 
of the army would expose them to the attacks of their 
enemies, adding that unless she would supply him with some 
lacs of rupees, he could not distribute pay to the troops. 
The Begam replied that he was the Minister of the State, 
and should devise some means of finding pay for the army, 
and that she had not the money to give him. While this 
conversation was being held across the purdah (curtain), 
the mini&ter beckoned to his companions, Shujaat Khan, 
Karm Khan, and Amar Khan, who rushed inside the curtain 
and murdered the Begam, Golab eunuch, Muhammad Ali 
Bohra, and others. Morid Muhammad Khan plundered the 
house of all the cash and property he could find, which he 
despatched to Rahatgurh. And in order to escape the 
infamy of the act, gave out that he was only executing the 
orders of Ghaus Muhammad Khan. After this he rebelled 
and shut himself up in the fort of Fatehgarh, and was guilty 
of great oppression; people used to pray with uncovered 
heads at midnight for deliverance from him, and longed for 
his fall. 

One day he left the fort of Fatehgarh, and was rowed in 
a boat across the lake to the old fort, where he entered the 
monument of Nawab Faiz Muhammad Khan, and having 
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m L) . ; - : 1. 
eep e monument, but such a frightful dream disturbed 
him that he got up, and with his bride re-entering the = 
returned to Fatehgarh. It is said that when he was on the 
point of conducting his bride to his house, he mppeared like 
a madman and came outside saying that his whole bod 
was on fire, that as long as he was awake, he was well, | 7 
that the moment he fell asleep, terrible sha _. 
: ee ie eae i apes of tigers, 
serpents, fiends, and devils appeared to him, seeming! 
bent on his destruction. a, 
He was for ever plotting the ruin of Ghaus Muh 
Khan and Wazir Muhammad Khan, but was ata 
accomplish his purpose. When Wazir Muhammad Khan set 
out with a few followers to drive the Pindarees from Bhopal 
Morid Muhammad Khan sent a letter to Rahim han, 
governor of Baéri, to put Wazir Muhammad Khan to death 
as soon as he should arrive. This letter was however inter- 
cepted by his intended victim, who, finding Rahim Khan off 
his guard, attacked him and put him to flight; his artillery 
and property falling into the hands of Wazir Muhammad 
Khan, as well as the fort of Gunnur and the post of Gurha. 
About this time Nawab Hiyat Muhammad Khan induced 
Me Kuli Khan to come from Ambapani to his assistance by 
promises of appointing him Minister. Kuli Khan starting 
from Ambapani, and Wazir Muhammad Khan from Bari, 
met at Mahalpur, and came on to Bhopal together. 
amid Khan encamped at the Pakka bridge, and 
Cali halted at the village of Chulah. Morid Muham- 
‘mad Khan, as soon as he heard this, called in the assistance 
Bala Rao Anglia, governor (subah) of Seronj in Gwalior 
tory, who encamped with 30,000 men on the plain near 
h, and sent a messenger that he expected one of 
Bhopal territory to be given up to him before he 
: . Morid Muhammad Khan agreed 
Isla ar, and having appointed Nawab 
of Tonk at that time an officer in the Bhopal 
command of the Fatehgarh fort, and to watch 
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Ghaus Muhammad Khan, himself accompanied Bala Rao to 
Islamnagar. Kadir Muhammad Khan refused them admit- 
tance py order of Moti Begam, the sister of Nawab Hiyat 
Muhammad Khan, and received them with showers of shot, 
whereat Morid Muhammad Khan fled and conducted the 
subah to the fort of Raisen, which he surrendered. The 
subah appointed Bhan Bul to the command of the fort, 
and marched to Seronj, from whence a month later, he 
re-appeared before Bhopal with 40,000 men and a siege 
train, and encamped on the plain of Gobindpura. Next day 
Nawab Ghaus Muhammad Khan and Wazir Muhammad 
Khan drew up their line of battle on theeground now 
covered by the Aish Farhat Afza and Dilkusha gardens. 
The earth shook with the reverberations of artillery and 
musketry, and the sun was obscured with the smoke of the 
powder, the two armies closed in a hand-to-hand encounter 
till the whole ground became one sanguine parterre. The 
subah’s army broke, and Morid Muhammad Khan, with the 
subah, fled to Seronj. Amir Khan thereupon threw up their 
service and repaired to Jeswant Rao Holkar, and afterward, 
by a turn of fortune himself attained to the rank of 
Nawab. 

Bala Rao imprisoned Mori Muhammad Khan for the 
purpose of extorting money from him, although he said 
that he had no money to give, till Morid was driven by 
fear and hardship to put an end to his life by swallowing* 
diamond dust. Bala Rao imagined that «death was only 
feigned, and for two days would not allow the body to be 
buried until decomposition set in. The people of Bhopal 
look on the memory of Morid Muhammad Khan with 
detestation, and it is customary for any visitor to Seronj to 
strike hist grave five times with a shoe instead of making 
the prescribed prayers at the tomb of the departed. 





* * Swallowing diamond dust is said to be a recognised method of 
suicide among persons of rank. 

+ The Seronj officials were unable to show me the tomb on the 
occasion of my visit, in May 1875.--H. O, B, 
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After his death, Nawab Hiyat Muhammad i 
ed Khan with the office ig 
pent — full powers ; his seal was engraved jrith this 

robto— God is the King of Muhammad Wazir.” ‘T) 
appointment of Wazir Muhammad Khan to the fic of 
minister caused Sarfaraz Muhammad Khan, know ee 
Khan, to retire in disgust to Ambapani, 

Wazir Muhammad Khan sent a force to Raise 

nt pe ou n cde 
Willayat Muhammad Khan, and invested the fort oa 
is situated on a hill so high as to be out of cannon sh t 
from below, therefore, after he had surrounded the Sine 
and cut off the supplies from without, Wazir Mohanme’ 

Khan himself appeared before the fort. Bhan Bul ies l 

therefrom and made some show of resistance, and Saat 

retired again. The townspeople of Raisen were shut up 
in the fort, and as the provisions were soon Biieusted 
the commandant turned them out. The Bhopal axmy 
contained many Afghans, who robbed the abamah 
inhabitants and insulted their women. Bhan Bul. beine 
reduced to the last extremity by the investment sent 

Kasim Khan, Gul Khan, and Sultan Khan of Seronj as his 

envoys to make terms with the invader, and it was a cant 

that the fort should be evacuated on receipt of R&. an 000 

which were paid by Wazir Muhammad Khan, and then 

Bhan Bul threw the cannon from the bastions into tho 
mm the powder into water, left the fort and marched off 
to Serc This occurred in the year 1212 A.H. (about 
a 1797 A. D) oH! oloelj or!) and 32 “The victory of 
_ Raisen was by the help of God” is the anagram of the date. 
Next Wazir Muhammad Khan led his forees to Amba- 
and having taken Sarfaraz Khan, alias Kuli Khan, 

1 him in the fort of Raisen, but Nawab 

_ forgave his offence, released him, 
Wazir Muhammad Khan then 
commander of the Hoshungabad fort and 
oss sion of the town, The Raja of Nagptr, 


of 
nas Kuli 
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on the receipt of this intelligence, despatched a large force 
to Hoshungabad under the command of the worshipful* 
Mir Khan, Pandorang and Sadopa Pandit. A battle was 
fought on the arrival of this army, which lasted two hours 
from the early morning, the Bhopalis numbering only 
5,000 against nearly 40,000 Nagpuris. In the height of 
the battle, Wazir Muhammad Khan happened to look back, 
and seeing no one except Ali Sahib of the Dakkan following 
him, had no recourse but to turn his horse’s head towards 
the fort: his enemies seeing him alone started in pursuit, 
but his horse, a very active animal, leaped clear over the 
moat, which was twelve yards wide, without disturbing the 
rider from his seat. The army of Nagptr were confounded 
by this feat on the part of horse and rider, and being 
brought to a stand on the edge of the moat, invested the 
fort. Wazir Muhammad Khan maintained the unequal 
contest from the fort for four or five days, after which he 
and his followers crossed the Narbada in boats, and took 
refuge in the Gunnur jungles. The Nagptr army then 
oceupied the fort, which was on the banks of the river, and 
very substantially built of stone and mortar. It was 
destroyed by the English in the year 1252 A.H. (1836 
A.D.), an@ only the wall fronting the river is now left 
standing. 

Nawab Hiyat Muhammad Khan took umbrage at the 
of Wazir Muhammad Khan, whom he would 
willingly have punished, but could find no ne capable of 
supplanting him or supplying his place ; for the character of 
Mian Wazir Muhammad Khan was as conspicuous for 
firmness and bravery as the disposition of Nawab Hiyat 
Muhammad Khan was yielding easy and indolent, and eon- 
J taken alarm at the resolution and 


sequently the latter ha , 
daring of the former. He did, by the advice of his son 


pugnacity 





nog 

* Mir Khan, in the original Urdu is here, and also above styled 
« sufed posh,” or “the wearer of white clothes,” a common appellation 
for a man of respectability, probably turned into a nickname in this 


ease. D 
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Ghaus Muhammad Khan, transfer the office of Ministe 
Akbar Khan, but he turned out ineapable of ee 
affairs, This matter was the cause of several fichts 
between Wazir Muhammad Khan and Ghaus Mohammad 
Khan, and in the fourth encounter which took place at 
Bishenkhera in the Tal pargana, Mirza Asud Beg and other 
officers of rank in Nawab Hiyat Muhammad Khan’s service 
were killed. Ghaus Muhammad Khan invited Muhan- 
mad Shah Khan from Seronj, and Karim Khan Pindara 
from Shajawulpur, to his assistance, and both came to 
Bhopal. Wazir Muhammad Khan issued from the fort of 
Islamnagar, and encountered them in the plain near Bhopal, 
where the Nao Bahar (early spring) garden now is, but on 
account of rain coming on both factions returned to their 
camps. Shortly afterwards dissensions broke out between 
Muhammad Shah Khan and Karim Khan, and the former 
in company with Akbar Khan withdrawing to Seronj, the 
latter also marched off, On this Nawab Ghaus Muhammad 
Khan did not scruple to call in the aid of Daulat Rao 
Scindia, if by this means he could sueceed in expelling 
Wazir Muhammad Khan from Bhopal. Sceindia captured 
the fort of Islamnagar and sent Hakim Asad Ali to reduce 
Bhopal. Fazal Ali, brother of the Hakim, had formerly been 
in the service of Nawab Hiyat Muhammad Khan, but had 
been banished for some reason, and Hakim Asud Ali 
i a bitter feeling of revenge for this, as Wazir 
ad Kifan guessed from the moment of his coming, 
but nevertheless, by hospitality and deference, he kept the 
- Hakim in a good humour. When the Hakim found that 
awab Hiyat Muhammad Khan and Ghaus Muhammad 

the ability to carry on the administration of 
but that Wazir Muhammad Khan was prudent, 
se, and | of the capacity for governing, 
between Wazir Muhammad 












Wazir Muhammad Khan then had free seope to 
the administration on an excellent footing, 
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undisturbed by the Nawab Hiyat Muhammad Khan, who 
continued to live in his palace, but took no more part in 
public business, until his death, which oceurred on Wednes- 
day, the 16th of the month Ramzan, in the year 1223 AH. 
(about 1806 A.D.), in the 73rd year of his age. 


CHAPTER V. 

THE REIGN OF NAWAB GHAUS MUHAMMAD KHAN. 
Nawap Guaus MUHAMMAD KHAN was raised to the title, 
but not to the power, of Nawab on the 4th of the month of 
Shawal 1223 A.H. Wazir Muhammad Khan, who was 
unrivalled for daring, about this time collected a large 
following of kindred spirits about himself with the intention 
of levying tribute upon the neighbouring territories. 
During his service in the retinue of Hati Singh in Umat- 
wara, his horse’s tail had been cut off. This horse of 
Dakkani blood, a handsome chestnut, faultless and fast, was 
named “ Punkhraj” (king of birds). Wazir Muhammad 
Khan would never allow his tailless horse to be for one 
moment out of his sight, and thus earned for himself the 
sobriquet of the rider of the tail-less horse, a name which 
inspired such fear among the Pindaras and neighbouring 
States that people used to change colour and flee at the very 
sound of his name. 

In the year 1224 AH, Saddik Ali Khan from Nagptr, 
from Gwalior, appeared before Bhopal with 
powerful armies to chastise Wazir Muhammad Khan for 
the ravages he had more than once committed in Nagpar 
and Gwalior territories. Wazir Muhammad Khan took refuge 
in the fort of Gunnur: Saddik Ali Khan sent word to 
Nawab Ghaus Muhammad Khan that he had come to 
punish Wazir Muhammad Khan for forsaking the paths 
of his fathers and for the many injuries he had inflicted 
“on the subjects of Raja Raghoji and Scindia ; that if talcen 
prisoner, Wazir Muhammad Khan should be carried away 
captive, but, if not, the surrender of his wife and family 


and Tantianath 
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was demanded. The Nawab could not overlook the tic 

of kindred, and gave shelter to the women of Wazir Mu- 

hammad Khan in his own palace; and he returned answer 

that they were welcome to carry off Wazir Muhamia 
Khan if they could catch him, but that his wife and 

children were innocent, and that they could have no quarrel 

with them. Saddik Ali Khan finding that the Nawab 

of Bhopal afforded his support to Wazir Muhammad Khan. 

sent him a message to surrender his son as a hostage, anil 

thus put an end to the rupture and secure the friendship 

of the Raja Raghoji, who would be pleased at the sight of 

the youth. .The Nawab was constrained by necessity to 
acquiesce in this suggestion, and surrendered Moizz Muha 

mad Khan to Saddik Ali Khan, who left a small force in 
Bhopal, and departed for Nagpar. Wazir Muhammad Khan, 
after keeping quiet for a few days, suddenly made his 
appearance in Bhopal from Gunnur, expelled the Nagpiir 
forces from the city and fort, and took the Nawab severely to 
task. The Nawab excused himself, saying that he had 
acted according to the advice of the council; whereupon 
Lalji Mustapha and Lalla Rupchand, councillors, were put 

to death by being torn asunder by elephants ; and Bakshi 
Beni Lall and Munshi Siraj Mall were blown away from 

~~ guns. Nawab Moizz Muhammad Khan, on his arrival 
at Nagpfr, received the first visit from Raja Raghoji by 
‘Saddik Ali Khan’s interest and exertions, and was treated 
t for @ year, at the end of which time he was 
| with a dress of honour, the Raja himself escorting 
: miles on the way. The Nawab was greatly delighted 
ing the news of his son’s return, and went to meet 
a great retinue as far as Narorkhandera, 36 miles 
and brought him with great pomp to the city. 
time Nawab Amir Khan, the chief of Tonk, 
1 on an expedition against the Raja of 
alliance of Wazir Muhammad 
him in person. The Nagptr army 
near Sagar. Wazir Muhammad Khan 
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was against risking an encounter on that day with troops 
wearied and crippled by a long march, and recommended a 
day’s delay, but Amir Khan would not hear of it, and a 
battle was fought, in which the Nagpar army was victorious. 
Amir Khan urged Wazir Muhammad Khan to fly, as their 
line of battle was broken. ‘The latter replied, “Do you go, 
but while life remains, I will not turn my back upon the 
field.” Amir Khan fled, but Wazir Muhammad Khan 
rallied his own troops, and notwithstanding their inferiority 
of numbers, led them to the attack, and with great valour 
and impetuosity drove the enemy off the field. Sir Barry 
Glose* was encamped within a short distance on the banks 
of the Narbada, with an English army, co-operating with the 
Nagpir forces, which attacked Amir Khan. Wazir Muham- 
mad Khan, on hearing this, withdrew to Bhopal, and excused 
himself to Amir Khan by saying that he considered him- 
self an ally of the East India Company since the time 
when his ancestors afforded assistance to Colonel Goddard. 
Wazir Muhammad Khan on his return march spared 
those zemindars who submitted, and put to death all who 
opposed him. He spent the rainy season in the town of 
“Bhopal, and in the beginning of the cool season, having 
placed CGhaus Muhammad Khan in Raisen, entertained a 
body of 400 Sikh horse under Khan Singh, with whose 
aid he ravaged the country from Umedptr to Bhilsa, the 
sovernor of which town under Scindia, venturing to oppose 
Pin with four regiments and a large body of Mahratta horse, 
was defeated in a fight, which lasted several hours, and next 
day the Nawab and Wazir took the fort of Bagrode, with- 
out interrupting the course of their march to Bhopal. 
Nawab Amir Khan of Tonk paid them a visit on their 
Y id departed the day following. 
Ost eival of Nawab Ghaus Muhammad Khan at 
Ambapani, its owner, Sarfuraz Muhammad Khan, alias 
Kuli Khan, conducted him to his own house, where he 
entertained him as a guest. Wazir Muhammad Khan at 


* Sir Henry Clewer in original Urdu. 
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Khan to Amba- morning of the Dassera festival, and completely invested 
that he had the town, which they besieged for six months. By this 
ction, and given investment the Bhopalis were reduced to great extre- 
Muhammad Khan mities, numbers left the town, and famine killed many 
e brothers. more, only a small population remained, the town was 
marched vid reduced to ruins by the cannonade, and the oe 


enemy were nearly complete. Wazir Muhammad Khan 
asked permission from Nawab Ghaus Muhammad Khan 
to depart to Raisen, whence, after collecting supplies and 
material, he would earry on the war. To this the Nawab 


nks of the 
approach 
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oar . replied -—* It was you who ravaged Nagpdr and Gwalior 
ea slain, both are sad Museu! aii and brought this aes yourself, put 
— Ghaus Sahib was watch- your trust in God, and fight as long as breath is left in 
he fight from a secluded pet, scoom- your body.” Major (General) Sir John Malcolm states in 
en some of the Sikh horsemen of his history that Maharaja Daulat Rao Scindia and Raghoji 
in that direction. Ghaus Sahib Bhonsla had agreed to reduce Bhopal and divide its terri- 
: ywh men, there being Sikhs in the tories between them, for which reason they attacked it in Ss 
) 1 his ground in perfect confidence, 1812 A.D. Jugwa Bapt had 25,000 men, Dan Singh 12 : 
horsemen recognising Ghaus Sahib, attacked battalions and 30 guns, and the forces under Ram Lall and * 
head, which they took and laid at the Krishna Bhao numbered 15,000 men,—in all an army 


off his 
ir Muhammad Khan. The Nagpir army was of 52,000 men, while Saddik Ali Khan had a foree of 


b returned victorious to Bhopal, 30.000 men, so that the total of the besieging armies 
amounted to 82,000, while the whole force in Bhopal num- 





‘th the . t Li , 
y : bered no more than 11,000 men, of whom 6,000 were the 















“! ve : ne - jn following State troops, 3,000 the followers of Namdar Khan Pindara, 
= opposition, fled. These and 2,000 the adherents of Ratan Singh and other zemin~ 
Ms dars. This force only remained for fifteen Mays, for, om the: 






sixteenth day, the Pindaras all left, and owing to the scar 
city of grain, the garrison was further reduced to 3100: 
fighting men, who were disposed by Waaite Mi : 
Khan as follows :—The old fort was garrisoned by 


Muhammad Khan the wrath 











ee | Budhwara® gate with 200 men, There were 
Said Barsahna, 200 wader Malana-Khaa ab it 
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the Juma* Rati : jae P 
ad Khan at the were killed. By this time grain had become so scarce 
that a seer could not be had for two rupees, and the mum- 
ber of the garrison had dwindled down to 200 men In 
the Mahratta army grain was selling at five seers the rupee. 
In March Jugwa Bapu died, and pygeee 
who was in command of the old fort, ed 

to the enemy, 500 of whom he admitted witht 

Wazir and his son Nazar Mal 

of only thirty men, drov 


been warned in a dream not to fight against the Bhopalis. 
who were protected by a special providence, after which 
because the he broke up his camp and marched away tor Nagpér, while 
brought Scindia’s force withdrew to Sarungpér: 
Below are narrated the seven principal cage 
which were fought im the course of this: grest siege=— 
First fight.—Jugwa, having direeted his cmerges to 
the reduction of Bhopal, had concentrated! lie Gmeqapem: 


received them with such showers 
n the roofs that they lost hea: 


IN n having chase 





artillery wee 
as the enemy weer 
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laden with wheat; Wazir Muhammad Khan was greatly 
~ pleased, and rewarded him with substantial marks of his 
favour. 
— Second fight—Jugwa had directed an attack of his 
whole army upon the Pir gate. Wazir Muhammad Khan 
concealed his reserves in the ruined houses in the suburbs, 
and received the enemy when near at hand with well- 
directed vollies ' 1 deadly execution in the enemies’ 
ranks, who ney rtheless surrounded Wazir Muhatiai 
Khan till Dewan Gulshan Rai issued with his force from 
the Bisa Hazari sally port, and dispersing the enemy by 
a vigorous” discharge of musketry and rockets, secured 
Wazir Muhammad Khan’s retreat, whereupon Jugwa retire:| 
to his own camp. Ram Lall, Raja Bhao, Dan Singh, and 
other officers of the Mahratta army heaped reproaches 
on Jugwa, saying :—* You, with your large army, hav: 
failed to take Bhopal, to-morrow we will show you how 
to take the town in a single attack.” Next morning they 
- drew up their men in battle array and made their attack. 
Twenty scaling ladders were thrown against the Ganda 
Nala ramparts, nine near Sher Beg's sewer, five at the 
Jumarati gate, and nine at the Pir gate, and the storming 
parties were ordered to ascend. ° 
e, They were opposed by Wazir Muhammad Khan and 
‘Nazir Muhammad Khan at the head of only 100 men, who 
them such a warm reception with hand grenales, 
: *musketry, and grape, that they recoiled and 
brave defenders drew up some of the ladders 
ke others, then they sallied from the city with 
drawn swords, cutting down all who came in their way. 
Third fight.—One day Nawab Ghaus Muhammad Khan, 
longer to endure the hardships of the siege, left 
companied by Wazir Muhammad Khan, but they 
Mahratta army before they had 
Mustan Shah, where Raja Bhao 
ead of 10,000 infantry and 5,000 horse. 
the greatly inferior numbers on the 
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Nawab’s side, Wazir Muhammad Khan and party charged 
sword in hand into the ranks of the enemy, who were 
foreed to give ground, while the Nawab, mounted on his 
horse, below the wall without the Itwara gate, was a spec- 
tator of the prowess of his warriors. Syud Khyrudin 
Hussain, a resident of Gulburkah, in the Decean, motioned 
by a wave of Wazir Muhammad Khan’s hand to ascend the 
walls, was so energetic in firing the cannon with his own 
hands as to cause consternation in the ranks of the enemy. 
In the meantime night came on. Wazir Muhammad Khan 
«ave orders to Ikbal Khan Chela* to set fire to the ruined 
houses of the suburbs to prevent their affording cover to 
the enemy, while the Nawab and Wazir Muhammad Khan 
remained on the spot all night in their saddles till the 
following sunrise, when they recited the customary prayers 
and retired into the city. 

Fourth fight—On receipt of a report from Muhammad 
Din Khan, that the Nagptr army had arrived at the fort 
of the Gunniri gate and set up sealing ladders against the 
ramparts, Wazir Muhammad Khan hastened to the spot 
with his followers, and by a heavy fire from the loopholes 
forced the enemy after an hour's resistance to retreat to 
their encampment. 

Fifth fight.—Mir Muhammad Akil Khan Majzub on 
aseending the bastion of Shujjé Khan, otherwise known 
as that of Suji Khan, apostrophized the masonry as 
follows :—By God's help you have been delivered into my 
hands ; by to-morrow morning, where will you be, and where 
shall I be? These words were repeated to Wazir Muhammad 
Khan, who ascended the bastion and placing mustard seed 
in a shallow dish, observed that the seeds moved, from which 
he concluded that the bastion was undermined, and ordered 
it to be evacuated ; next morning the forces of Jugwa Bapu 
essembled on the banks of Choteh Khan’s water channel. 
On the arrival of the regiment near the bastion, the mine 





* Chela means disciple, but no reason is assigned for this addition to 
Ikbal Khan's name. “ 
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was suddenly sprung by the besieged, and the investing 


battalions were completely overwhelmed in the ruins. 
hundreds of the enemy were killed, and the others withdrew 
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to their own camp. Aman Singh, a patel in Pargana Rehti, 


arrived that same day with two hundred bullocks laden with 
wheat, which had been sent by Amir Muhammad Khan.* 
This godsend saved the Bhopalis from starvation. Natlu 
Pindara, who mustered 500 horse under his orders, being 
encouraged by Amir Muhammad Khan to carry grain fir 
the relief of the Bhopal garrison, gave each horseman a 
sack to carry, and under cover of night arrived under the 
walls of the old fort, but was met by the videttes of the 
army of Saddilk Ali Khan on their rounds, to whose challence 
he replied that they were an army from Raisen coming to 
the relief of the besieged. On this the videttes rode away 
to apprise their own commander, and left the way to the 
gate of the Old Fort clear; on entering which he was 
received by Wazir Muhammad Khan, who loaded him with 
dresses of honour and gifts, and in the morning allowed 
him to depart. 
Siavth fight—Wazir Muhammad Khan, disheartened by 
the length of the siege, paid a visit to the hermit Mustdn 
- Shah, at whose feet he laid down his shield andsecimitar, 
and pleaded his own weakness and the strength of his 
enemies. Mustéin Shah restored his shield and scimitar, 
ured him that Heaven, which had sent this 
upon him, was again receiving him into favour, 
he must go and fight with a firm trust in aid from 
ove. Just at this time intelligence was brought him 
the treachery of Dungar Singh, commandant of the 
Old Fort, who had introduced 1,000 men into the tomb of 
iz Muhammad Khan, but that Nazar Muhammad 
Muhammad Khan, with the help of 
Bukshi Bahadur, Muhammag 
Mirza K and Gholam Mohiuddin, had 
- * Bilder son of Wazir Muhammad Khan. 
} Pirzada, son of a saint. 
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attacked the force above mentioned, and by their great 
valour had succeeded in expelling the enemy’s soldiery, 

Seventh jfight—When the gunpowder was all expended, 
Wazir Muhammad Khan sent Mulavi Nizamuddin and Kazi 
Muhammad Yusaf, as envoys to Saddik Ali Khan (who 
as a fellow Muhammadan, was adverse to the conquest of 
Bhopal in his inmost heart, and looked askance at the war) 
with a message that he intended to cease fighting and take 
refuge in Raisen, and that he wished to retire unmolested; 
accordingly on that day not a cannon nor musket was fired, 
hut late at night Natha Pindara brought 300 bullocks 
laden with powder, and 200 bullocks laden with grain, 
sugar, and tobacco. On the receipt of the powder, Wazir 
Muhammad Khan gave orders for the guns to be opened, 
and the shot fell in the camps of Jugwa and Saddik Ali 
Khan causing a panic. The Mulavi and Kazi on hearing 
the guns, returned and reproached Wazir Muhammad Khan 
for sending them to treat for peace, when his intention was 
to continue the war, and departed to their houses in dis- 
pleasure. When this supply of powder came to an end, 
there was another difficulty, when an old man, whose father 
had been abdar to Nawab Yar Muhammad Khan, informed 
Wazir Muhammad Khan that his father used to say that 
something, he knew not what, had been stored in a certain 
bastion. Wazir Muhammad Khan caused the bastion to be 
opened, and came upon a vault containing 500 bags of 
powder, and was enabled to reopen fire front the walls. 

One effect of this prolonged siege was to poison the air, 
and a pestilence broke out in the besieging army which 
counted its victims by hundreds; the horses also were 
reduced to skeletons for want of grass, and the troops 
had become demoralised. Saddik Ali Khan, on pretence of 
being warned by a dream, went away to Nagptr. Jugwa 
Bapu was so chagrined that he destroyed himself by swal- 
lowing a diamond, and his followers having burned the body 
near Islamnagar, marched away to Gwalior, and thus the 
Bhopalis found themselves relieved from the horrors of the 


* 
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siege, By their conduct in these fights, Wazir Muhammad 
Khan and his two sons had their perseverance, innate 
bravery, and fortitude tried by the severest tests, and proved 
to be true metal. 

Daulat Rao Scindia, displeased at the return of his army, 
despatched Sir (sic) John Baptiste, a Frenchman,and Jeswant 
Rao Mahratta in command of a second army to Bhopal, on 
which Wazir Muhammad Khan besought the aid of Sir 
John Ochterlony at Delhi, to whom he despatched a copy 
of the testimonial given by Colonel Goddard, together with 
presents and curiosities in charge of Mulavi Nizam-uddin 
and Kazi Muhammad Yusaf, while all his energies were 
taken up in collecting stores of grain. By good luck a 
quarrel arose between the two generals of Scindia’s army, 
which culminated ina battle between their respective forces 
in the neighbourhood of Sehore, after which they drew off, 
and Bhopal was saved. In the meantime the two envoys, 
having reached Delhi, delivered their gifts and the letter 
with which they were charged, and received a favourable 
reply from the Colonel, by whose intervention Scindia 
consented to refrain from molesting Bhopal. Relieved from 
further anxieties on the above account, Wazir Muhammad 
Khan undertook an expedition against the Psndaras in 
‘Sewans and Chipanir, whence he despatched an embassy con- 
sisting of Karm Muhammad Khan, Muhammad Din Khan, 
and Inayat Massih to the Raja of Nagpar to seek his friend- 

ship in place of the hostility which had hitherto existed. 
‘After their departure he went to Raisen, and at the close 
of the rainy season he made an expedition to Tunirdwan, 
and falling ill there, proceeded to Devari, where he expired 
of a fever on Saturday, the 16th of the month Rabi-ul- 
khir, in the year 1231 A.H. (1516 A.D.) Hakim* Shahzad 


zi and his father were Roman Catholics, and Shahzad 
name was Balthazar Bourboin ; his widow is still living in 
where she enjoys a jaghir of Rs. 40,000 per annum, and is 
; Madame De Lane, 2 probable corruption of the word “ doolun,” 
. the first name by which she was known in Bhopal having 
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Massi, son of Hakim Inayat Massi, had the corpse con- 
veyed to Bhopal, whither he himself with the army in 
funeral procession accompanied it, and caused it to be 
interred in a garden on the north side of the city. He 
died in the 52nd year of his age, and the 20th of his 
absolute power in Bhopal. In his later days his estima- 
tion and importance was enhanced by a friendly correspond- 
ence with Mr. Carnac, General Brown, W. Jenkins, His 
Lordship the Governor-General Lord Minto, W. Metcalfe, 
Colonel Samuel, and other distinguished English gentlemen, 
whose letters are still preserved in the archives of the 
State. : 





CHAPTER VI. 
CONTAINING THE EVENTS OF NAWAB NAZIR-UD-DAULA 
NAZAR MUHAMMAD KHAN. 
Wazir MuHAMMAD Kuan left two sons ; the elder, with his 
lofty courage, taking no interest in the affairs of the State ; 
the younger, Nazar Muhammad Khan, was acknowledged 
as chief with the title of Nawab Nazir-ud-Daula, and 
in a very short time he effected great improvements in the 
administration of the State and of the army. First, by the 
representétion of Mulayi Nizamudin to the English Resident 
at Delhi, he was persistent in his endeavours to obtaina treaty 
from the English Government, and displayed himself in 
the best lights to English officers. Ghaus Muhammad Khan, 
who after the siege of Bhopal by Jugwa had sunk into in- 
significance beside Wazir Muhammad Khan, without any 
real authority outside his own house at this time, lost even 
the semblance of power, and was allowed by Nazar Muham- 
mad Khan to live peaceably on the proceeds of an estate 
granted to him for maintenance. On Friday, the 22nd of 





stuck to her ever since, There are about 150 Roman Catholics now 
living in Bhopal, of whom this lady is the head. 
Shahzad Massi, alias Balthazar Bourboin, lies buried in the Roman 


Catholic Burial Ground, in the Civil Lines, at Agra, where there is 
handsome dome oyer his grave, 
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the month Rabi-ul-Akhir, in the year 1233 A.H.(—1s1s 
A.D.), was celebrated the marriage of Nazar Muhammad 
Khan with Gohur Begam, daughter of Nawab Ghaus 
Muhammad Khan. 

When the English army, entrusted to General Adams for 
the extirpation of the Pindaras, was assembling at Hoshung- 
abad, Nawab Nazar Muhammad Khan despatched Hakim 
Shahzad Massi thither as an envoy, and rendered every assist- 
ance in his power to the English army, and as soon as the 
army crossed the Narbada, repaired in person to Raisen, 
where he had an interview with the general, and ordered 
Hakim Shahzad Massi at the head of some hundreds of 
horse and foot to accompany the army, which he did as far 
as Kotah. 

Notwithstanding the anarchy and poverty into which 
this State had been thrown by the Mahratta conquest and 
the protracted siege of Jugwa, whereby a loss of revenue 
exceeding 12 lacs of rupees had been sustained, Nazar 
Muhammad Khan raised by the sale of ornaments and 
jewels a sum of 51 lacs of rupees, which he expended in 
rendering assistance to the English army, from which time 
his sterling friendship and loyalty have been impressed 
upon the hearts of the English officers. For these services 
he received at the hands of the British Government five 
parganas and the fort of Islamnagar, with deed of grant 
and medal. 

On Thursday, the 22nd day of the month Muharram, in 
the year 1235 A.H., in the course ofa visit to Islamnagar, 
made for pleasure and sport, while sleeping in his own 
house in the afternoon, he scratched his ear with a loaded 

: pistol, which went off, the ball passed through his head and 
lodged in the wall, causing instant death. Another account 
is that, while he was engaged in dandling his infant 
wghter, the Sikandar Begam, in his lap, his brother-in- 
Faujdar Muhammad Khan, a boy of eight years of age, 
unobserved a loaded pistol from the waist belt of the 
b, who was shot through the head by the discharge, 
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accidental or no, of the pistol, This latter is the more 
correct account, for it is to be found in the history of 
Major William Hough. His reign lasted in all three years 
nine months and six days, and his death oceurred at the age 
of twenty-eight years; he is buried in the great garden, 
near his father, and on his tomb, which is still be seen, are 
inseribed the following lines :—Nazir-ud-Daula, the incom- 
parable, died an instant martyr to the discharge of a pistol. 
To the enquirer of his age an unseen voice replies, subtract 
one year from the words Nazir-ud-daula. 

The following is the treaty made by the English Govern- 
ment with Nawab Nazir Muhammad Khan :— 

Article \st. 

There shall be perpetual friendship, alliance, and unity of interests 
between the Honourable the East India Company and the Nawab of 
Bhopal, his heirs and successors ; and the friends and enemies of one 
party shall be the friends and enemies of both. 

Article 2nd. 

The British Government engages to guarantee and protect the 

principality and territory of Bhopal against all enemies. 
Article 3rd. 

The Nawab of Bhopal and his heirs and successors will act in subor- 
dinate co-operation with the British Government, and acknowledge its 
supremacy, and will not have any connection with other chiefs and States. 

Article 4th, 

The Nawab and his heirs and successors will not enter into negociation 
with any chief or State without the knowledge and sanction of the British 
Government. But their usual amicable correspondenve with friends and 
relations, and necessary correspondence with neighbouring zemindars 
and managers on matters of small importance shall continue, 

Article 5th. 

The Nawab and his heirs and successors will not commit aggression 
on any one: If by accident disputes arise with any one, they shall be 
submitted to the arbitration and award of the British Government. 

Article 6th. 

he State of Bhopal shall furnish a contingent of six hundred (600) 
horse and four hundred (400) infantry for the service of the British 
Government. Whenever required, and when necessary, the whole of 
the Bhopal forces shall join the British army, excepting such a portion 
as may be necessary for the internal administration of the country. 
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times admitted into the Bhopal 
such troops using their utmost 
e cropsor other damages, and it 
event the Nawab engages for 
on application to that eflect to cede 
‘asa depdt the fort of Nuzzurghur 
of 2,000 yards all round the 


successors, will afford every facility to the 
t supplies; and all articles of supply required 


e purehased in and pass through the Nawab's territory 


Article 9th. 


and his. heirs and successors shall remain absolute rulers 
‘ and the jurisdiction of the British Government shall 
be introduced into that principality. 


Article 10th. 


having exerted himself and employed the resources of 
t with zeal and fidelity in the late service against the 
hh Government, in order to mark its approbation of 
enable him to maintain the stipulated contingent, 
ib, his heirs and successors in pegpetuity the 
Sehawar, Sehore, Dorala, and Debipura to be 
Article 11th. 

of eleven articles, having been concluded at 
sealed by Captain Stewart and by Kurrim 

“py Shahzad Massi Sahib, Captain 
jon of the Governor-General 

+ and Kurrim Muhammad Khan and 


oy 


the ‘ratification of the Nawab Nazar 
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1818, corresponding 
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After the completion of the treaty followed the appoint- 
ment of a Political Agent. The neighbourhood of Sehore 
was selected by this gentleman as a residence, a piece of 
land being marked out as a site for a cantonment ; in 
accordance with the terms of the treaty, a force 000 — 
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men, part cavalry and part infantry, from among the 
Bhopal army, were quartered at Sehore and placed under: 
the orders of the Political Agent, but continued to receive 
their pay every month from the State until the regency of 
the Nawab* Kudsia Begam in the Faslit year 1233, when 
an agreeement was entered into, by which the State were - 
to pay to the English Government the cum of Rs. 1,30,000 
annually as the pay of this foree, which received the name 
of the Bhopal Contingent. Afterwards this sum was _ — 
increased by Rs. 10,000 in the year 1250 Fasli, in the ' 
time of the late Nawab Jahangir Muhammad Khan, and 
finally in the year 1257 Fasli during the regency of the 
Nawab Sikandar Begam, the annual payment was fixed at 
the sum of two lacs of rupees, and an agreement was added 
by the English Government to the treaty to the i 
cifect, that “ whereas the 6th article of the treaty of 1818 — 
A.D. (1233 A.H), between His Highness the Nawab of 
Bhopal and the Honourable East India Company provid 
that the State of Bhopal shall furnish a contin 
horse and 400 foot for the service of the British ( 
ment, and it having been subsequently arranged with 
consent of both parties that the force in question sh 
be commanded solely by British officers, and that the 
vision of the stipulated number of men should 
muted for a payment in money equal to the mai 
of a suitable body of all arms, artillery, &e., 






























* Kudsia, this lady, still living, is the Gohur Begam, m 
as the lady whom Nazar Muhammad Khan married, She is 
of the late Si Begam, and grandmother of the 
Shah Jahan B was born in 1801 A.D. i 

7 ‘Phe Fushi era ordinarily in use i 
Maiwa. 
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horse and foot; and whereas it is desirable that the si 
so payable should be fixed, and the Regent Begam of Bho. 
pal having offered to raise the contribution for this Retne 
to a gross sum of two laes of rupees in all, and the irern- 
or-General of India having accepted the offer thus made - 
it is hereby agreed that, from the beginning of the Fasli 
year 1257, corresponding with the Ist July 1849 A.D., the 
sum payable y the Bhopal State on account of the perpe- 
tual maintenance of a contingent shall be fixed at two lacs 
of rupees Bhopal currency per annum, and that no further 
sum shall be demanded from the Bhopal State under provi- 
sion of thé 6th article of the treaty, 1818 A.D., and 12338 
Hejira. 

Ratified by the Most Noble the Governor-General (Mar- 
quis of Dalhousie) at Bhyrosal, this 25th day of November 
1849, A.D. 

‘a 2 or pe (Signed) 

¥. = ae * 

' _ Thisis a translation of the grant of Islamnagar:—* Where- 
as your sincerity and friendship has favourably impres- 
sed the Most Noble the Marquis of Hastings, Governor- 
General ; His Excellency, by way of showing his approval of 

your conspicuous exertions and assistance,and theservices of 

_ your army which has been associated with the English foree 

present employed in the affairs of the district of Malwa, 

letermined that the fort and town of Islamnagar, 
env which in former times belonged to your 
in sovereignty to you and your heirs 

His Excellency has granted to you and 

ity the fort, the town, and the environs 

Jent that in return for this gift you will 

ter proofs of your friendship and 





H. M. ELLIOTT. 















Ta yn 


ber 1818 A.D , correspond- 
3, A-H., and the 3rd of the 
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CHAPTER VI. 
CONCERNING THE EVENTS OF THE REGENCY OF THE 
GOHUR BEGAM. 

On the death of Nawab Nazir-ud-Daula, Mian Karim 
Muhammad Khan, and Hakim Shahzad Massi, with the 
consent of Major Henley, Political Agent in Bhopal, invested 
the Gohur Begam with the supreme authority in the State, 
they themselves carrying on the administration of affairs 
as her deputies. They also. with the sanction aforesaid, 
eaused the words “ Nawab Kudsia Begam” to be engraved 
upon the seal. The exact age of the Nawab Kudsia Begam 
on the day of the death of the Nawab Nazir-ud Daula was 
18 years 6 months and 14 days, and that of the Sikandar 
Begam was 1 year and 3 months. The lieutenants of the 
State, with the concurrence of the Political Agent, agreed 
that the future husband of the Sikandar Begam, whoever he 
might be, should be acknowledged chief of the State. 

Nawab Ghaus Muhammad Khan left sixteen children, eight 
sons andeight daughters, whose names are given below:— 
Nawab Moizz Muhammad Khan, Mian Faujdar Muhammad 
Khan, Hatim Muhammad Khan, Bahadur Muhammad Khan, 
Adil Muhammad Khan, Akbar Muhammad Khan, Awiz 
Muhammad Khan, Amrau Muhammad Khan, Sirdar Bibi, 
Sahib Begam, Wazir Bibi, Ladu Bibi, Jumayut Bibi, 
Amanat Bibi, Ewaz Bibi, and the Nawab Kudsia Gohur 
Begam. Nawab Ghaus Muhammad Khan died on the 23rd 
Muharram 1242 A.H. (1827 A.D.) . 

By the advice of the Political Agent an agreement was 
entered into by Nawab Munir Muhammad Khan, son 
of Mian Amir Muhammad Khan, son of Wazir Muhammad 
Khan, that he would continue to render obedience to 
the Kudsia Begam, and his father executed an agreement 
to abstain from all interference in the affairs of the 
State, after which the Nawab Sikandar Begam was 
formally betrothed to Nawab Munir Muhammad Khan. 
‘Afterwards the Kudsia Begam broke off the mateh ona false 
pretext of impotence, alleged against the bridegroom, who 





















im Shahzad Massi, a 
‘shi Bahadur Muhammad 
by night, and for four days 
odshed between the contending 
Madoeks, the Political Agent in 
idsia Begam that he was 
that Captain Johnstone 
from Sehore and puta 
t, in the meantime, she was to 
the struggle before his arrival ; the 
anir Muhammad Khan gave up his 
Rs. 44,000 a year, while his younger 
A Muhammad Khan, was selected by 
ith the consent of the Political Agent, 
Sikandar Begam. The title given him 
id Daula Shamsher Jung,” but he was 
lec bridegroom Nawab (Nawab Dula). 
; juncture occurred the death of Hakim Shahzad 
nin the 43rd year of his age on the 
ir 1244 A.H., corresponding with the 
the Ist July 1829, A.D, Mulavi 























1e Bombay Civil Service, died near Sehore 
ent in Bhopal for 11 years, with an 
his brother was Resident at 
hore that Mr. Lance- 

red either the Secretary- 
mensem, or the Resi- 

s Rs. 2,000. His local reputa- 
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Nawab Kudgia Begam, to be the instructors of the bride- 
groom elect, and Mir Wasil Ali was selected as his tutor by 
the Political Agent. Mr. Wilkinson soon afterwards was suc- 
ceeded by Captain Alves, who enquired of the Regent when 
the investiture of the Nawab, with the conduct of affa . 
was to take place ; her reply was, when he attained | ey 
of 19 or 20 years. 

However, on the oceasion of the visit of the Governor- 
General, Lord William Bentinck, to Saugor, the Nawab 
Dula, accompanied by Kur Muhammad Khan, Mada- 
yalmaham, and Dewan Khushwakt Rai, went there in great 
state, and being honored by an interview and a dress of 
honour, preferred a request for the celebration of the 
marriage and the investiture of himself with the conduct 
of affairs, upon which Lord William Bentinck instructed 
Major Alves to advise the Kudsia Begam to hasten the 
marriage, but added that the conferment of supreme power 
might be deferred for the present. ; 

The Kudsia Begam received the report of this conversa- — 
tion with great displeasure, and expelled from the city 
Sadulla Khan, Ibriham Khan, and others, whom she 
pected of being adverse to her interests. Kurm Muham- 
mad Khat died in the beginning of the year 1250 4 
and the Nawab Kudsia Begam tried pee her y 
brother, Mian Faujdar Muhammad Khan, to the off a 
minister, but was obliged to give that post to Dewan 
Khushwakt Rai, who received the title of Raja. 

Ali Shah, Kuli Khan, Muhammad Tarab Khan and 
were the associates of the Raja, while Hakim Ghi 
Khan and Hakim Bahadur Ali Khan were the ch ; 
of the Nawab Kudsia Begam. After this Major | 
transferred to Ajmere ; Lancelot Wilkinson, returt 
place, began a series i pana 

riage according to the former s| ‘ 
nfarriage am , the 18th of the mar 
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Q Tn a few days’ time the Nawab applied to be invested 

with the sovereign power. Mr. Wilkinson spoke to the 
Begam on the subject in a friendly manner, and Raja 
Khushwakt Rai, after considering the claims of the contend. 

ing parties, was on the point of proposing a settlement 
favourable to the Nawab. On the 11th of the month 
Rabi-ul-akhir 1252 A.H., the fete in commemoration of 
Sheikh Abdul Kadir Gailani was celebrated with illumin- 
ations. All the kindred of the ruling family and all the 

officers of the army were assembled when Hamir Singh in 
formed the Sikandar Begam that the Nawab had secretly 
collected people for the purpose of putting her and the Kudsia 

Begam to death, and that Sadulla Khan, who had been 
banished the State, was at the well of Chandan Khiyat 
(tailor) near the city at the head of a party of Afghans 
awaiting the signal to assassinate her. The two Begams on 
hearing this, first completed the ceremony of “ fiteha” and 

then retiring within their palace, sent Kuli Khan with 30 
horsemen of the “ Yaka,”* their own body-guard to keep 

the Nawab in confinement and prevent his escape 
Mastajéb Khan and Thakir Hamir Singh, the Nawab’s 
comrades, were thrown into prison, while Mir Amir Ali 
was given 100 horse, and charged with the ¢apture of 
Sadulla Khan. Sentries were posted both inside and out- 
side the palace of the Nawab, who was closely watched, 
and fifty of his adherents were straightway expelled from 
the eity. Anwar Ali failing in his object, returned after 
scouring the country as far as the confines of the Bhopal 
“ territory near Bhilsa. Certain of the officials of the State 
-__ suspected of complicity were discharged and banished from 
city. Myr. Lancelot Wilkinson repeatedly urged the 
isability of terminating this quarrel, but without effect. 
Amir Khan, Nawab Munir Muhammad Khan, 
| Ali Khan, maternal uncle of the Nawab, went fo 












the name given to the bodyguard. It means “ one,” and 
given, because each man of the corps was entertained and 
to his individual merits. 
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Sehore for the purpose of conferring with the Political 
Agent on the best means of procuring the release of the 
Nawab. They entertained several hundred horse and foot, 
and sent Ghafftir Khan to Bhopal with a spare horse. He 
reached the suburbs just at dusk in the evening of the 
24th Zilhij 1252 A-H., and halted at the tomb of Mulavi 
Zié-uddin, whence he secretly sent a message to the Nawab, 
who disguised himself, and in company with Mir Asad 
Ali traversed the streets of the city on foot, as far as the 
Bhopal hill, where they each mounted a horse and rode off 
to Sehore, which place they reached at midnjght, taking 
only two hours to ride the distance 20 miles. The Political 
Agent came out of his house to meet them, received them 
with great distinction, and ordered a salute of 11 guns to 
he fired in their honour. The Nawab, by the advice of his 
father, brother, and unele, borrowed money from the local 
bankers, enlisted a thousand soldiers, with whom he issued 
from Sehore, and expelling the Kudsia Begam’s governors 
from Doraha, Devipura, and Jaharkhera, occupied these 
places himself, At this juncture the Political Agent wrote 
to the Begam again to the effect that, although he had no 
right to interfere in the internal affairs of the State, he 
begged her as a friend to arrange the difficulty, and the 
result was a conference at the house of the Political Agent 
in which Raja Khushwakt Rai and Hakim Gholam 
Hosain Khan appeared for the Begum, and Asad Ali Khan 
and Mir Wasil Ali* on the part of the Nawab. The con- 
tention of the Begam’s representatives was that the 
Nawab should consent to act under the Begam for a period 
of ten years before receiving the supreme power, whereas the 
Nawab’s agents would only agree to a period of three years, 
and as this difficulty could not be settled, the conference 
broke up with no hope of an amicable adjustment, 





* Mir Wasil Ali was a native of Shujawalpur in Gwalior territory, 
latterly he has been one of the chiefdependents of the present Nawab of 
Rajgarh, a Rajput convertto Islam, he fell a victim to the cholera 
epidemic which broke out in June 1876 at Rajgarh. 

G 
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The Nawab won over Shahamut Khan, commandant of 


Ashta, and obtained possession of that fort, and the 
Begam on receipt of the intelligence sent a force under 
Raja Khushwakt Rai to oppose him. Lala Baijnath was 


events. On the 19th of the month Rabf-ul-Akhir 1253 
A.H,, the Bhopal army arrived at the plain of Magli, 
two miles from Ashta. The Nawab, accompanied |iy 
Sadulla Khan, Kan Singh, Mir Asad Ali, Fazil Muhammad 
Khan, lord of Ambapani, Mir Wasil Ali, his uncle, and 
Ibrahim Khan, marched out of Ashta and drew up his 
army in battle array. Mir Wasil Ali and Ibrahim Khan 
were the bearers of a message to the Raja to advance no 
farther, but to retire to the village of Kothra, whence any 
thing he had to communicate might be sent, to which the 
Raja replied that his soldiers were hungry and thirsty 
after their march, and unable to go further. He dismissed 
the envoys saying that he should halt with his force on the 
banks of the Punbds river, and would send word the fol- 
lowing day what course he thought proper to adopt. On 
which the two envoys retired. In the meantime the report 
of firearms from some quarter or other brought ona general 
action, in which the musketeers and artillery took part. 
Kan Singh, attempting to cut off the Raja in a cavalry 
_ charge, was opposed by the Bhopal troopers, who killed him 
aah and brought his head to the Raja, who in his turn sent it 
- to the Begam. Sadulla Khan, at the head of his 
; Willayatis, attacked the Bhopal infantry, and wounded 
Bukhshi Iradat Khan, the commander of the forces, but was 
compelled to fall back. In short, the fight only lasted an 
but nearly 300 men were killed, the soldiers of the 
who were only recruits lost heart, but the Nawab 
i md on the field with great resolution. 
n, reputed the best horseman and bravest 
Bhopal army, attacked the Nawab,* who, 


sent jamadar of chaprassis, and the mace bearer of the 
ent, attended Baijnath on this occasion, and were witnesses 
















deputed by the Political Agent to watch the course of 
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avoiding the direct attack, killed his assailant with a spear 
thrust. Ali Shah, Golam Shah, Asghur Hosain, Zuhtrdddin, 
Hakim Bahadur Ali Khan, commanding the Bhopal army, 
advanced, the Nawab retired slowly and in good order to 
the fort, when the Raja halted his army on the banks of 
the Punbas river under the fort. 

On the 25th of the same month, some Bhopal officers 
attacked the bazaar of Nazarganj, and in the action 40 


men were killed, and the bazaar plundered. The rainy 
season caused great suffering in the Bhopal army, and a 
flood of the Punbas which occurred on the 20th of Jumadi- 
ul-awal 1253 A.H., corresponding with the 23rd of August 


1837 A.D. swept away much grain and other property 
of the Bhopal force. 

About this time a letter from Calcutta from Mr. 
Macnaghten, Foreign Secretary to the Governor-General, on 
the subject of putting an end to this strife, was received 
by Mr. Wilkinson, who sent Beni Pershad, the Mir 
Munshi of the Agency to Ashta, and by his advice the 
Raja withdrew with all his army to Bhopal on the 9th of 
Jumadi-ul-akhir 1258 A.H., corresponding with the 10th 
September 1837 A.D. The Nawab went to Sehore with all 
his army? and one Girdhari Lall was appointed amil of 
Ashta by the Political Agent, who a few days afterwards 
marched with the English force cantoned at Sehore to 
Bhopal, and encamped near the garden of Wazir Muham- 
mad Khan. He informed the Begam that she could not be 
permitted to break her promises and engagements, that 
the Governor-General’s instructions were that she was to 
surrender the direction of the State to Nawab Jahangir 
Muhammad Khan, and that the East India Company 
would be guarantee for the protection of her life, property, 
honour and life-estates; these conditions the Begam was 
perforce fain to be content with. The Political Agent was 








of the fight. They have told me that Nawab Jahangir Muhammad 


Khan had trained his horse to jump sideways at a touch of the spur, to 
which circumstance he probably owed his life on this occasion. —H, C, B. 
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he terms that he included in 
venues of which, amounting 
is time been appropriated 
stowed upon Raja Khush- 
24,000 per annum out of the 


vit VIII. 
OF NAWAB JAHANGIR MUHAM. 
UP TO THE OF HIS DEATH. 
the month of Ramzan 1253 A.H, the 
with the supreme authority at the 
Paramount Power in the presence of 
son, Esquire, Political Agent, and the princi- 
Bhopal. Asad Ali Khan, the Nawab’s uncle, 
‘st Minister, and Mir Wasil Ali was made 
manner all the Nawab’s associates receive:l 
ntme! For a few days the Nawab and the 
m remained on good terms with each other, 
me enceinte, but interested parties soon made 
othem. On the night of Wednesday, the 
Safar 1254 A.H., the Nawab, in a fit of 
Begam’s continuing in public, not only 
Muhammadan religion in general, but 
to Pathan usage, inflicted on her hands 
* which required four stitches to sew up. 
er and all their retainers, with- 
‘the 18th of the month Safar, 
went to Indore, whence he 
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The Nawab was devoted to making excursions and to 
the chase, and such was his liberality and munificence 
that neither native nor alien went away empty-handed. 
In the year 1256 A.H., he founded the quarter of Jahan- 
girabad, and assisted every one who built a house there 
with money out of the treasury. He collected men of 
learning about him, and appreciated the excellence of each 
at his true worth; he was unparalleled for skill in all 
military exercises, but in the flower of his youth, his digestive 
powers failed, and notwithstanding the treatment of Hakim 
Waris Ali Khan, there was no improvement in his health. 
My mother, the Nawab Sikandar Sen = Sh 

‘om Islamnagar to pay him a farewell visit, and on the 
see of Se onth, Zikit 1260 A.H., he departed this 
life in the 27th year of his age, and was buried in the 
Nur Bagh. Of average height, slender build, fair com- 
plexion and handsome, courteous, honourable, a good rider 
and swordsman, devoted to the chase especially of tigers, re 
skilled in the use of lance and gun, he was accessible to 
all, and munificent in his liberality. He wore his own hair 
on his head, and a small beard, and had some reputation 
as a poet, as the accompanying specimen of his verses: 


shows :—* - 


The tortures of the judgment-day, 
Which neither eye nor ear may tell, 

When love my heart began to sway, — 
Did in my trembling bosom swell. Es 


The halo’s circle’s soft embrace 
Around the moon so closely drawn, 
To me recalled the empty place, 
Beside my grieving heart 
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; Tile victim's bleeding heart laid bare, 
. . With chilly gasp and shivering shock, 
“<Flas tinctured with its own despair 
‘Phe cold unsympathetic rock. 


‘Pis Dula* sings this lay, and e’er 
Could Nasikh sage these lines peruse, 
aureates’s chair, 
n shame refuse. 






a gre , cheapness of grain prevailed. In 
the villages the best kind of wheat has been sold as cheap 
as 80 seers for the rupee, and in the city for 50 seers, and 

other things were cheap in proportion. From this reign 
the visits and intercourse of men of learning and distine- 
tion increased, and from his time dates the attachment to 
education and learning, which has distinguished the chiefs 


of Bl opal, who hitherto had courted only the arts of war, 


The learned Mulavi Sherif Hosain of Delhi was appointed ™ 
‘State Kazi, and the services of many learned men, pocts 
and munshis were secured, The incomparable savant, 
Sheikh Ahmad, Arab of Shurwun, the author of the 
G Nufhuth-ul-Yaman,” and “ the Hadaiyat-al-Afrah ” and 
oP tithes“ Ayak-ul-Ajaab,” &e., visited Bhopal in the time of 
the Nawab, in whose honour he composed the @ Shums-al- 
“chal” in couplets, in very choice and elegant Arabic. 
The exact length of his reign was seven years two months 
, days. 
9 first part of the “Taj-al-ikbal.” 






| the Nawab, was always called the “Nawab 
sen as husband of the Sikandar Begam. 
















manner that she herself had been proclaimed chief 
», ’ " . ; | = 
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PART Il. 
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CHAPTER I. 


THE HISTORY OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF MIAN FAUJDAR 
MUHAMMAD KHAN. 


Arrer the death of Nawab Nazir-ud-dila Jahangir 
Muhammad Khan, Shumsher-jang, Captain Henry Trevel- 
yan, the then Political Agent in Bhopal, reported on the 
state of affairs to the Governor-General, and in the mean 
time instructed Asad Ali Khan to continue the administra- 
tion of State business until the pleasure of the Paramount 
Power should be known. On the 12th day of the month of 
Muharram 1261 A.H., the Political Agent sent for the 
chief men of the State to whom he communicated the 
orders of the Paramount Power to this effect, that the 
Shahjahan Begam was to be the chief, with Mian Faujdar 
Muhammad Khan as Minister, and that all were to pay 
allegiance to them. This order was submitted to by all 
ios Asad Ali Khan, after his dismissal, departed to Beate 
1s private estate. * 
Faujdar Muhammad Khan, once installed in the office of 
minister, appointed his own creatures to the highest offices 
in the State, and carried on the Government after a fashion 
of his own. About the end of the same month, the Kudsia 
Neca, ith Apr ang I arrived in Bhopal from 
1 April 1845, corresponding with the 
8rd Rabi-ul-akhir 1261 AH. The Governor-General 
addressed a letter to my mother, condoling with her on th 
death of the Nawab Jahangir Muhammad Khan wn 
stating that in accordance with the custom of neceiad i 
Bhopal, the Shahjahan Begam was proclaimed chi or 
the consent of the nobles and chi : “— ish ig 
: he 1 and chief offi 
with the sanction of th i oficers of 
f the English Government, in the same 
the 
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death of her father Nawab Nazar Muhammad Khan, and that 

on the Shahjahan Begam’s marriage, her husband woul 

become the chief, Until her majority and marriage, the affairs 
of the State would be under the superintendence of the 

Political Agent, and the management of the administration 

would be entrusted to Mian Faujdar Muhammad Khan, the 

youngest son of Nawab Ghaus Muhammad Khan, in whose 
ability and fidelity the Governor-General expressed his 
confidence ; also that the Political Agent would ask her 

(the Sikandar Begam’s) advice in any matter of great 

importance before giving final orders, and that the guard- 

ianship of the Shahjahan Begam was entrusted to her 
care. . : 

After a few months had elapsed, the best officers of the 
State, including Mir Wasil Ali, Ahmad Khan, commandant 
of Artillery, and others, disgusted at the want of attention 
paid them by Faujdar Muhammad Khan, left Bhopal for 
Sehore on the 20th of the month Shawél 1261 A.H., 
whence they sent a petition to Mr. R. C, Hamilton, the 
Resident at Indore, to the effect that they had submitted to 
Faujdar Muhammad Khan, in accordance with the orders 
of the Paramount Power, but that he excluded them from 
the State receptions, so that they were unable to pay their 
respects to the chief, that without cause assigned, he hac 

dismissed the servants who had served under Nawab 

Jahangir Muhammad Khan, filled the highest offices with 

_ his own creatures, and that it was his purpose to turn out 
such as were still left in office. Mr. Hamilton reassured 
them, and sent Mr, William Frederick Eden, with Shahamut 

; Khan, his own Mir Munshi to Bhopal, to prevent any 

turbance. On the 15th of the month Zilhij 1261 A. H., 

_ occasion the celebration of the Eede, the State 

@ 2 0 an audience, presented the usual 

{ter the distribution of attar and 
















ptain Trevelyan, Political Agent, was 
opal, and Captain J.D, Cunningham from 
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Lahore came in his place, and in the interval before the 
arrival of the latter, Captain Eden acted in the appoint- 
ment. My mother exercised as much authority in the State 
affairs as the Mian Sahib.* My grandfather, Mian Amir 
Muhammad Khan, at the instigation of certain foolish 
persons, took several hundred Rohillas into his service, and 
accepted their offerings of money which he spent. The 
Political Agent ordered the Minister to discharge these ser- 
vants, and to raise a loan and pay their wages, the loan 
to be recouped out of the revenues of Amir Muhammad 
Khan’s private estate. Amir Muhammad Khan refused to 
submit to this, and withdrawing to Kaliakhert, which is 
24 miles south of Bhopal, revolted: on this Captain Cun- 
ningham marched with the contingent from Sehore and with 
forces from Bhopal to chastise him. On the 14th Shawal 
1262 A.H., my grandfather with Sher Muhammad Khan 
and Akbar Muhammad Khan. histwosons and 200 Afghans, 
were taken prisoners, and 300 or 400 of these Afghans 
were shot down by the force above-mentioned. Amir 
Muhammad Khan and his two sons were, by the orders of 
the Governor-General, imprisoned for life in the Assirgarh 
fort. He died on the 13th of the month Jumedia ae 
1270 A. Hs, his corpse was brought on a bier and buried in the 
Nur Bagh. In this year, on the 25th of the month Ramzan, 
Tata’ ee died during an epidemic 
was both a omnal un le Mi sab i - seam dian: 
inp i a - wr ingeick of my revered father, 
eis ot tine Mee my grandither, fell under the 
glish Government. He was banished 

for ten years to the city of Benares, at the end : 
time he was released by the E oli 4 ond 3. eens 
ment of a fine of R y the Eng ish Government on pay- 
of Rs. 30,000. The upshot of the civil war 


os eta “oe that Captain Cunningham reported to 
tho Sean et Mian Faujdar Muhammad Khan and 
authority, ti egam were exercising supreme and separate 
, : _Meonvenience and mischief resulted from 

‘ey Mian Faujdar Muhammad Kahn. 
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death of her father Nawab Nazar Muhammad Khan, and that 
on the Shahjahan Begam’s marriage, her husband woul 
become the chief, Until her majority and marriage, the affairs 
of the State would be under the superintendence of the 
Political Agent, and the management of the administration 
would be entrusted to Mian Faujdar Muhammad Khan, the 
youngest son of Nawab Ghaus Muhammad Khan, in whose 
ability and fidelity the Governor-General expressed his 
confidence ; also that the Political Agent would ask her 
Bi (the Sikandar Begam’s) advice in any matter of great 
Pty importance before giving final orders, and that the guard- 
ianship of the Shahjahan Begam was entrusted to her 

care. : 
After a few months had elapsed, the best officers of the 
State, including Mir Wasil Ali, Ahmad Khan, commandant 
4 of Artillery, and others, disgusted at the want of attention 
aye es paid th by Faujdar Muhammad Khan, left Bhopal for 
———s« Sehore on the 20th of the month Shawl 1261 AHL, 
whence they sent a petition to Mr. R. C. Hamilton, the 
Resident at Indore, to the effect that they had submitted to 
Faujdar Muhammad Khan, in accordance with the orders 
of the Paramount Power, but that he excluded them from 
the State receptions, so that they were unable tO pay their 
respects to the chief, that without cause assigned, he hal 
dismissed the servants who had served under Nawab 
J ir Muhammad Khan, filled the highest offices with 
es, and that it was his purpose to turn out 
| left in office. Mr. Hamilton reassured 
{r, William Frederick Eden, with Shahamut 
own Mir Munshi to Bhopal, to prevent any 
ie 15th of the month Zilhij 1261 A. H., 
e celebration of the Kede, the State 
an audience, presented the usual 
the distribution of attar and 
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Lahore came in his place, and in the interval before the 
arrival of the latter, Captain Eden acted in the appoint- 
ment. My mother exercised as much authority in the State 
affairs as the Mian Sahib.* My grandfather, Mian Amir 
Muhammad Khan, at the instigation of certain foolish 
persons, took several hundred Rohillas into his service, and 
accepted their offerings of money which he spent. The 
Political Agent ordered the Minister to discharge these ser- 
vants, and to raise a loan and pay their wages, the loan 
to be recouped out of the revenues of Amir Muhammad 
Khan’s private estate. Amir Muhammad Khan refused to 
submit to this, and withdrawing to Kaliakheri, which is 
24 miles south of Bhopal, revolted: on this Captain Cun- 
ningham marched with the contingent from Sehore and with 
forces from Bhopal to chastise him. On the 14th Shawal 
1262 A.H., my grandfather with Sher Muhammad Khan 
and Akbar Muhammad Khan. histwosons and 200 Afghans, 
were taken prisoners, and 300 or 400 of these Afghans 
were shot down by the force above-mentioned. Amir 
Muhammad Khan and his two sons were, by the orders of 
the Governor-General, imprisoned for life in the Assirgarh 
fort. He died on the 13th of the month Jumadi-ul-akhir 
1270 A. He, his corpse was brought on a bier and buried in the 
Nur Bagh. In this year, on the 25th of the month Ramzan, 
Nawab Munir Muhammad Khan died during an epidemic 
in Bhopal. Nawab Asad Ali Khan, chief of Basoda, who 
was both maternal uncle and Minister of my’revered father, 
and also a secret adviser of my grandfather, fell under the 
displeasure of the English Government. He was banished 
for ten years to the city of Benares, at the end of which 
time he was released by the English Government on pay- 
ment of a fine of Rs. 30,000. The upshot of the civil war 
in Kaliakheri was that Captain Cunningham reported to 
Culcutta that both Mian Faujdar Muhammad Khan and 
the Sikandar Begam were exercising supreme and separate 
authority, that inconvenience and mischief resulted from 
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this dual Government, and that supreme authority onght 
to be vested in a single person. The Government of India 
having found by experience that my mother not only had 
the best right, but was also vigilant, active, and a supporter 
of the English, sent from Caleutta dresses of investiture for 
myself as Chief, and for my mother as Regent, and on the L5th 
seca 1263 AHL, the Political Agent 

~ accepted the r tion of Faujdar Muhammad Khan and 
at of investiture mentioned above. 








presented me wit the khilla 
"The first act of my mother was on the 6th of the month 
| Safar 1263 AH. (1847 A.D.), to invest with office of mi- 
— nister Raja Khushwakt Rai, who had held the same posi- 
Kove tion in the Regency of the Kudsia Begam, while my mother 
herself worked night and day without any regard to her 
‘health. She reformed the army, the public offices, attended 
to the improvement and embellishment of the city, and set 
herself resolutely to reducing the public debt. The extension 
: : of cultivation, and the alleviation of the condition of the 
peasantry also occupied her time ; she divided the whole 
country into three divisions, each under a divisional officer 
and his deputy, and gave these officers the title of Nazims 
of the west, east, and south divisions, and the Amils 
(collectors) and Thanadars (chief constables) ‘were put 
under their orders. Between the years 1264 A.H. and 
278 AHL, sb 



























e made four inspections of the southern, 
restern, and three of the eastern Divisions, 
0 each sub-division with her own eyes; 
in survey, made regulations for realis- 
rom the landowners, and eradicated 
the revenue and general administra- 
d the boundary of each village, and 
sted thereon, made registers of 
‘previous year’s assessments, and 
minal, and Revenue Law. * 

. Khushwakt Rai, Munshi Jamal- 
dent of Kotanah, appertaining to the 
of Delhi, a tried and prudent servant, was 
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given the title of Khan and Madar-ul-Maham, and was 
elevated to the honourable office and dignity of First 
Minister, and upon Lalla Kishen Ram, a resident of Seronj, 
who was considered qualified for judicial and revenue 
office, was conferred the appointment of second minister 
with the title of Raja, and dignity of Motimid-ul-Maham 
(chargé d’ affaires). On the 11th of the month of Zikat 
1271 A.H., my marriage with Bakshi Baki Muhammad 
Khan, “Nasrat Jang” (victorious in war), son of Bakshi 
Bahadur Muhammad Khan, was celebrated according to the 
Muhammadan rite, and the title of Nawab Nazir-ud-Daula, 
Omrao Dula Bahadur was conferred upon my husband. 
Rs. 19,76,723-9-3 was the public debt incurred during my 
late father’s reign, and Rs. 3,85,117-8, additional during 
the Regency of Mian Faujdar Muhammad Khan. The total 
debt amounting to Rs, 23,61,841-1-3 was paid off, and the 
State freed from incumbrances. 

In the year 1273 A.H., when the military forces of the 
English mutinied and the sepoy war took place, in return 
for assistance rendered to the English Government, the 
order of the Star of India, and an addition of territory 
were bestowed by the Queen of England upon my mother, 
who went*to Jubbulpore, Allahabad, and the city of Agra, 
in which places she exchanged visits with the Viceroy and 

‘ »vernor-General of India, and was the object of praise 
and eulogy. She also visited several fine cities, and built 
several handsome edifices. She went to Holy Mecca and 
earned the reward of that pilgrimage. She was of pleasing 

: address, clear voice, middle stature, slight figure, business- 
habits, a shrewd physiognomist, good accountant, and well 
versed in Persian; she belonged to the Hanifa persuasion. 
She was born on the 28th of the month Shawal 1233 A.H.; 
married on the 18th Zilhij 1250; appointed Regent on the 
15th of the month Muharram 1263 A.H., and on the 9th 
Shawal 1271 A.H., with my consent and the sanction of 
the Viceroy and | Govern or-General of India, was recognised P 

opal in her own right, On the 16th of — 
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the month Rajab 1285 A.H., she departed from this tran- 
sitory to an eternal kingdom, and is now spoken of as “the 
sainted,” by which name she will be henceforward known 
in these pages. 
CHAPTER II. 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR'S MARRIAGE. 

Wuen I was of full age, my sainted mother considere:| 
with careful eyes all the youths of our clan belonging 
to the ruling family in Bhopal, and made a mental selection 
of some upon whose education she bestowed much pains, 
but finding none free from objection on the score of 
personal or other defects, she asked through Major Durand, 
Political Agent, permission from the Viceroy or Governor- 
General to look out for a worthy son-in-law from some 
other noble family. This course was necessary because a 
former communication from,the supreme power had stated 
that the selection was to be made with the joint consent 
of herself, the nobles of Bhopal, and the British Government, 
-who now, however, agreed to the proposed alteration. My 
| sainted mother sent wise and experienced officers to the 
principal cities of India to make enquiries and these emis- 
= saries forwarded from Delhi and other cities pértraits and 
Ss - on pedigrees, and accounts of the apparent rank and importance 
Zi of several renowned and illustrious persons. Several 
princes of the house of Timour, hearing of the circum- 
, came in great state to Bhopal, were hospitably 

rtained for some days and then departed. 
At last a selection of the six most eligible persons was 
‘made, and their qualifications communicated to Captain 
the Political Agent, who was informed that there 
-man of the Bhopal family who combined 
e te for an aspirant to the hand of the 
am, and that a marriage with 
be liable to turn out in a way 
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with the supreme power, which should be in the Shahjahan 
Begam’s own hands, and that her husband should have 
vio dion in the State affairs, but merely the empty title 
and dignity of Nawab, but that any issue there might 
be of the marriage should succeed to the real power and 
title of Nawab in his own right. The Political Agent replied 
that the terms of Her Highness’s letter were in accord- 
ance with English customs, when Her Gracious Majesty 
was Sovereign, and her Consort had no voice in matters of 
State, and that the Begam’s proposals should be forwarded 
thre ugh the Agent to the ( tovernor-General for Central India 
to the Supreme Government, whose orders in the matter 
would be awaited. Accordingly, Her Highness’s letter which 
was to the address of Robert Hamilton, Esq., Agent to 
the Governor-General for Central India, was translated 
and duly forwarded by post, a reply from the Agent was 
received, bearing date the 7th November 1854, in which 
the receipt of Her Highness’s letter was suitably acknow- 
ledged, and she was informed that the reply had awaited 
the Governor-General’s pleasure, which was that the selec- 
tion of a suitable husband for the Nawab Shahjahan Begam 
was left in her hands, and that he should be only a Nawab 
in title, while the real power should devolve on the Nawab 
Shahjahan Begam on her attaining her majority according 
to general custom. The excellence of Her Highness’s rule 
was extolled, especially for clearing the State of the heavy 
burden of debt, that her exercise of power afforded such 
a striking example that it ought to continue as a maternal 
lesson to the Nawab Shahjahan Begam until the proper time 
should arrive for entrusting the latter with the direction of 
affairs. The Sikandar Begam replied that she had already, 
he the month Safar 1271 A.H., corresponding with 
Avent aa a, 1854 A.D., communicated to the Political 
a a Selection, the name of Bakshi Baki Muhammad 
ie asrat Jang,” the Commander-in-Chief in th 
State, and nothing remained, but to i > age 
to the weddin i : issue the invitations 
% which should be formally sent 
to the 
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the month Rajab 1285 A.H., she departed from this tran- 
sitory to an eternal kingdom, and is now spoken of as “the 
sainted,” by which name she will be henceforward known 
in these pages. i 





CHAPTER I. 







Wuen I was of full ny 
with careful eyes all the youths of our clan belonging 
to the ruling family in Bhopal, and made a mental selection 
of some upon whose education she bestowed much pains, 
but finding none free from objection on the score of 
personal or other defects, she asked through Major Durand, 
Political Agent, permission from the Viceroy or Governor- 
General to look out for a worthy son-in-law from some 
other noble family. This course was necessary because a 
former communication from,the supreme power had stated 
| that the selection was to be made with the joint consent 
Petey of herself, the nobles of Bhopal, and the British Government, 
-who now, however, agreed to the proposed alteration. My 
sainted mother sent wise and experienced officers to the 
principal cities of India to make enquiries and these emis- 
saries forwarded from Delhi and other cities portraits and 
pedigrees, and accounts of the apparent rank and importance 
of several renowned and illustrious persons. Several 
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with the supreme power, which should be in the Shahjahan 
Begam’s own hands, and that her husband should have 
no voice in the State affairs, but merely the empty title 
and dignity of Nawab, but that any issue there might 
be of the marriage should succeed to the real power and 
title of Nawab in his own right. The Political Agent replied 
that the terms of Her Highness’s letter were in accord- 
ance with English customs, when Her Gracious Majesty 
was Sovereign, and her Consort had no voice in matters of 
State, and that the Begam’s proposals should be forwarded 
through the Agent to the Governor-General for Central India 
to the Supreme Government, whose orders in the matter 
would be awaited. Accordingly, Her Highness’s letter which 
was to the address of Robert Hamilton, Esq., Agent to 
the Governor-General for Central India, was translated 
and duly forwarded by post, a reply from the Agent was 
received, bearing date the 7th November 1854, in which 
the receipt of Her Highness’s letter was suitably acknow- 
ledged, and she was informed that the reply had awaited 
the Governor-General’s pleasure, which was that the selec- 
tion of a suitable husband for the Nawab Shahjahan Begam 
was left in her hands, and that he should be only a Nawab 
in title, while the real power should devolve on the Nawab 
Shahjahan Begam on her attaining her majority according 
to general custom. The excellence of Her Highness’s rule 
was extolled, especially for clearing the State of the heavy 
burden of debt, that her exercise of power afforded such 
that it ought to continue as a maternal 
lesson to the Nawab Shahjahan Begam until the proper time 
should arrive for entrusting the latter with the direction of 
affairs. The Sikandar Begam replied that she had already, 
on the 1st of the month Safar 1271 A.H., corresponding with 
the 24th October 1854 A.D., communicated to the Political 
e name of Bakshi Baki Muhammad 
Khan “Nasrat Jang,” the Commander-in-Chief in the 
State, and nothing remained, but to issue the invitations | 
to the wedding, whieh should be formally sent 


a striking example 


A’yent as her selection, th 






a 


62 ss HISTORY OF BHOPAL, [PART IT. 


Governor-General, the Agent to the Governor-General, and 
Captain Eden. As to that portion of the letter under reply, 
which stated that the exercise of the supreme authority in 
‘the State should be entrusted to the Nawab Shahjahan 
Begam in due course, who would be guided by her (the 
Sikandar Begam’s), advice and counsel, mere advice and 
counsel were quite inadequate to a proper conduct of public 
affairs, which depended u on prompt obedience to a single 







will, and her wishes matter were not so difficult to 
carry out that the Paramount Power should hesitate, and 


that if this could not be done during Mr. Hamilton’s tenure 

} of office, she despaired of its being done at any other time. 
She wrote a second time to inform him that the time had 

now come for carrying out the suggestions of the Governor- 

General in his letter of the 11th of April 1854, regarding 

the marriage of the Nawab Shahjahan Begam, and that in 

her opinion Bakshi Baki Muhammad Khan Nasrat Jang was 

-a suitable match, as he was of good abilities, of noble family, 

long resident in Bhopal, and one of the principal officers of 

. State. In reply the Agent to the Governor-General wrote to 

declare the wishes of the Governor-General to the effect 

ey that the regency of the Sikandar Begam should be pro- 
ee longed until the Nawab Shahjahan Begam atfained the 
—s-age of 21 years, and if at that time the latter were to 
o be put in possession of the reins of Government, 

















z ‘righ u claim to the throne as herself, that her endeavours 
_ to improve the administration of the State had earned the 
approval of the Government of India and British officers, and 
- therefore she might fairly expect to be recognised as Regent 
ife, last, on the 4th of July 1855, the Political Agent 

d brought a kharita from His Excellency 
al with him acknowledging receipt of Her 
ection of Bakshi Baki Muhammad 
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After the receipt of this sanction on the 28th Shawél 
1271, the ceremony of tasting salt (nimak chashi) was 
performed. On the 2nd of Zikét, a proclamation of the 
Political Agent's was published in Bhopal, proclaiming the 
Shahjahan Begam to be Ruler, and her mother Regent, and 
her husband Nawab by courtesy only. On the 4th of Zikat, 
the ceremony of betrothal took place, and the title of Nawab 
Nazir-ud-Daula Amrau Dula Bahadoor was conferred 
on Baki Muhammad Khan, with the sanction of the British 
Government. On the 5th of the same month the Agent to 
the Governor-General for Central India, on behalf of the 
Governor-General, invested the Nawab with a khilat on 
the occasion of the marriage of the Chief. The khilat 
was received with a salute of 21 guns. The British 
Government fixed the salute which the Nawab was entitled 
to receive at publie ceremonies at 17 guns. 

On the 11th of the same month the ceremony of marriage 
was performed by Mulavi Abdul Kayum, the son of Abdul 
Hai, deceased. The sum settled on me was two crores of 
rupees, not a particle of which was ever paid, and Rs, 500 
per mensem was agreed upon for my maintenance, 
but this was never given, nor were any of the proceeds of 
the Nawal'’s estate ever paid either to me or to his daughter, — 
the Nawab Sultan Jahan Begam, but the whole — : 
passed to the Nawab’s sons. With the consent of the 
Agent to the Governor-General, the Nawab received a 
jaghir for life, vic. from 1263 Fasli or 1272 A.H., of 95 
villages, the net revenues of which were Rs. 65,000 per 
annum. 

On this auspicious occasion Rs, 7,71,362-7-8 were spent 
in the following manner :— 
The trousseau ‘i ... Rs. 3,90,617 9 3 
The Nawah’s outfit cea yy 66469! 7-9 
The wedding expenses aa pe DG 3 
My own jaghir consisting of Rs. 57,866-14-6 remained 
unchanged, nor was any other jaghir conferred on me by 
the State at the time of my marriage. 
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CHAPTER III. 


RELATING THE ARRANGEMENTS DURING THE MUTINY, AND 
THE ELEVATION OF MY SAINTED MOTHER TO THE THRONE, 
AND MY RECOGNITION AS HEIR APPARENT. 

In the year 1273 A.H., new cartouches from the London 

arsenal were received in Hindustan, and distributed among 

the cantonments. Hindus and Muhammadans alike, 
seeing that the cartouches were greasy, were equally sus- 
picious that the grease was made from animal fat, contact 
with the flesh and fat of cows being forbidden by the 
Hindu religion, while contact with the flesh and fat of pigs 
and other unclean animals is abhorrent to the Mussulman 
faith. The orders were that the paper covers of the car- 
touches should be bitten off with the teeth, and the contents 
poured into the barrels of the muskets at drill, an order 
which the sepoys could not obey. While the matter was stil] 
being debated, in the month of Ramzan of this year, the 

Meerut garrison took the lead in refusing to take the 

cartouches. The native officers were put under arrest as a 

warning to the men, and on the 16th of the same month both 

the cavalry and infantry soldiers openly mutinied against 
their English officers, whom, with their wives and children, 
they killed, set fire to the houses, and went away to Delhi, 
the troops of which place also mutinied and set upon the 

throne the Emperor of Delhi, Bahadur Shah, who was 90 

years of age, and resided in the fort of Shahjahanabad on a 

pension of a lac of rupees a month, which he received from 

the English Government. 
The English officers had divided Hindustan into fout 
provinces, Bengal, Bombay, Madras, and the Punjab. Ina few 
_ days the mutiny had spread over the wholeof Bengal; seventy 
regiments of infantry and several of cavalry killed their 
officers, plundered the treasuries and arsenals, ruined the 

“peasantry and collected in Delhi, where they offered an 

‘armed resistance. This war has obtained the name of 
“The Mutiny.” Its history has been fully written by 
Europeans and by natives of ability, in both Persian and 
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English, and it is out of place to write its history in this 
book; it is sufficient to refer to the Tarikh Maharaba Azim, 
which was printed in Lahore and again in Lucknow as 
containing a full account of the bloodshed and misery of 
those days, The Maharajas of Gwalior and Indore who 
keep up large armies, and whose territories are very large, 
held aloof from rendering assistance to the English, deter- 
red by fear of the mutineers and the dina i wouer of their 
own soldiery, and even in Gwalior’s own cantonments of 


65 


Morar and in the Indore Residency many excesses were 
committed, but my revered mother showed great sagacity 
in these troublous times, kept her city and soldiery under 
her control, and rendered all the assistance in her power 
to the English, sending supplies of grain and other forage 
as far even as Kalpi for the use of the European troops ; 
she also sent bodies of her own troops to protect some of 


the towns and districts of Saugor and Bundeles Ti 


ine 





servants of the Bhopal State maintained to the utmesé 
extent a hearty and active obedience to the English Gevern- 
ment, and earned praise and approbation for the good 
service they performed, while any man who showed 
disaffection met with prompt punishment. 

When Fizil Muhammad Khan and Adil Muhammad 
Khan, jaghirdars of Ambapani, mutinied, my sainted mesier 
confiscated their estates. Fézil Muhammad Kiam situs 
himself up in the fort of Rahatgarh, refised admission 


to the English troops whom he resisted by foree; Re wae 
captured alive and executed (s ili=impaled), whale, Adil 
Muhammad Khan so entirely disappeared that he Bam 
never been since heard of. The men of the contingems 


(Bhopal) at Sehore mutinied; my respected me ther appount- 
ed an adequate force for their chasisement sud with grease 
skill managed to wrest the cantonmeat of Sehere fram 
thd mutineem, who were captured by the Baropeam fines 
and executed. Alkthose who had been se laced by Sarfaxaa 
Khan of Rabatgarh, and had, leit, Bhopal te follow his 
fortunes, anc had unwmdened the officer in change Of Bairosia 
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‘ at that time a British district, so entirely disappeared ya former times it has been the custom of this State that on 

: that they never saw Bhopal again. } the death of the Chief his son should be appointed in his 

a en the mutiny was over, European officers were ‘ stead, and in accordance with this custom, I, on the death 


‘wall pleased with my respected mother; on the 11th of my father, was made Ruler. This was in accordance 
December 1858 A.D., corresponding with the 7th Jawadi- wa with the treaty. When I grew up and came to years of 
on, Agent to the Governor- . discretion, and could discern between good and evil; the 


ul-Awali 1275 Mr. Hamil 
General for Centra addressed a kharita (letter) to be Nawab Jahangir Muhammad Khan, because of his being 









her. to this offect : » instil into the minds my husband, was made Ruler of this State, which was my 
rook “tee ‘your relations, t 8 e foundation for the ‘ inheritance. This was done in contravention of the treaty, 
ME er BE State is to be foun d ts de pen dence on a single resolute is for supposing my father had survived to this day and then 


died, leaving me and my husband and our daughter, to 
which of the three would the Chieftainey have ‘been given ? 


authority ;, the oie authority of your uncle Nawab 
- Moiz Muhammad Khan had nearly plunged the State into 

























o discord and rebellion.” % if to me, then the engagement in the treaty would have 
eh “ You must not pay any regard to the pain which may a been performed ; but if to my husband, then such a 
be given to your relations i in affairs which nee is & *i succession would have been contrary to the treaty. The 

F third case may be thus stated, that if, after the death of 


: hes cee Pec cae ieee the pai i , a Ruler, his daughter should be appointed Ruler as long as 
mei of itn estate ought to be given to su ch a person th t a her minority lasted ; but when she became of age, intellis 
gent and discreet, the conduct of State affairs should be 

no stain should attach to her good name.’ & 
“nee Noiwithstending the receipt of such a d ‘ 4 entrusted to whoever chanced to become her husband ; sup: 
ae 8 P gies ramienpeln ‘l : posing this to have been the rule of succession, and sup- 
sainted mother did not consider it just to cause her pain, posing my father survived till I and my husband were of 
out of respect for her old age, but contented herself with full age and diseretion, even in this case I ought at once to 
withdrawing , from her jurisdiction the conduct of trials of have succeeded as Chief; and should the reins of power have 
heinous crime. My sainted mother, finding the Govern- been given to my husband on account of my being his wife, 
nt of India well disposed to her at this time, strongly such a decision would not meet with the approbation of 
sto be acknowledged as Regent for life, honourable and just men. It was to prevent this from 
| been first mooted at the time of my netition was presented to the Supreme 


happening that my | 
a 1275, cone ing to Government through the intervention of yourself and the 


Political Agent in ‘Bhopal, praying that the State should 
not be made over to any son- ‘in-law of mine, who had 

no right whatsoever to it, and this petition, which was in 
accordance with the treaty, was acceded to by the Supreme 
Government. Thanks be to God that from the same quarter, 
whence this i injury came, its removal was effected. Now, 
again, there is a likelihood of a similar defect of the 
kind, therefore I have been compelled to show what ca ae 


the day ‘tially the ~<a of 
to the Possession of Her 
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rights are, in the firm hope that in like manner, as the 
Honourable East India Company, after consideration of my 
petition, redressed the contemplated injury of entrusting 
the State to my son-in-law, so, now, my second grievance 
may be removed by the Crown, Your Honour, who is so 
well acquainted with the affairs, circumstances, and rights of 
this State, is about to proceed to Europe, so be pleased to 
forward my letter to His Excellency the Governor-General, 
that the foundations of this State, which, by the help of God 
and your countenance, are firmly established, may be pre- 
served from being ruined or undermined. 

The following are the contents of the letter addressed at 
the same time to the Governor-General :—A thousand thanks 
to that God who loosed the country of Hindustan from the 
grasp of the lawless, and brought it within the authority 
of the British Government, and doomed to punishment and 
destruction those evil-disposed persons who raised up dis- 
cord and strife. Her Majesty Queen Victoria has with- 
drawn Hindustan from the Honourable East India Company, 
and brought it within her special jurisdiction, and given to 
great and small the glad tidings of justice and redress, in order 
that if any one be suffering wrong at the time of the transfer 
of the aforesaid country, he may have the opportunity of 
appealing to her Royal Court, where his rights will be meted 
out tohim; wherefore I also have taken occasion to set forth 
my claims; and if I can show binding agreements and docu- 
ments in support of my rights, I shall not remain a disap- 
pointed suitor. These claims are wholly for the strength- 
ening of the foundations of the Bhopal State, that they 
remain unshaken, and for securing the fulfilment of the 
treaty between the two States assented to by Her Gracious 
Majesty in her proclamation. The particulars of my claim 
are as follows :—That at the time of the transfer (of India) 
_to the Crown, I found two infringements in the executed 
treaty with this State; one that the husband of the Chief 
ng made Ruler of the State, the other that after the 
of my father which occurred when I was fifteen 










° 
CHAP. Ti1.} THE SIKANDAR BEGAM APPOINTED RULER 69 


months old, I was indeed made Ruler of the State according 
to the treaty, but that when I became fit to govern dis 
State and to have my powers put to the test, then the con- 
trol of the aflairs of the State, which was my inalienable 
inheritance for life, without any trial and contrary to the 
faith of the contracting parties, and contrary also to the 
letter of the treaty was given to my husband, and after 
his death was not even restored to me, but notwithstanding 
its being mine, was given away to my daughter, a child 
of seven years old; and this kharita was sent to me. “That 
the British Government agree to sanction the raising to 
the throne of the Shahjahan Begam, the daughter of 
the late Nawab and yourself, in the same manner as 
your title was sanctioned after the demise of Nawab 
Nazar Muhammad Khan, with the consent of the nobles 
of the State, and the approval of the British Government; 
and afterwards, on the occasion of her marriage, arrange- 
ments for the conduct of affairs will be made agreeably 
to the wishes of yourself, the chiefs of Bhopal, and of 
the British Government, and her husband will be consi- 
dered the Ruler.” On fully comprehending the purport of 
this document, immediately on my accession to power, aud 
previous to*the marriage of the Nawab Shahjahan Begam, 
I preferred a request to this effect:—That the chief power 
of the State should not be conferred on any youth selected 
to be my daughter's husband, and this prayer which was 
in accordance with the treaty, was granted by the Supreme 
Government, and this infringement of my rights by con- 
signing the inheritance of the Chief to a son-in-law was 
removed. Now there has been a recurrence of a similar 
state of circumstances. Her Majesty’s Court is not bound 
for the purpose of giving effect to the terms of the treaty to 
consult the nobles, nor to defer to the opinions of persons 
wh» may or may not be connected with the ruling family ; 
the chief power in the State cannot be inherited by the 
children of the Chief, while the Chief himself is still alive. 
Tf the words heirs and successors, which repeatedly occur 
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in the treaty, are to be allowed their full weight in Her 
Majesty’s Court, then that order which declared me to be 
the Chief on the death of my father, according to the stipu- 
lation of the treaty ought to be upheld for my lifetime. 
Tf this is done, the perfection to which the administration 
has been brought by my pains and energy will not be 
impaired. My services during the recent mutiny are well 
known to Major Rickardes, Political Agent of Bhopal, and 
to Colonel H. M. Durand, Acting Agent for the Governor- 
General, and to Sir R. Hamilton, Bart., Agent to the 
Governor-General for Central India. On the 6th Jamadi- 
ulakhir 1276 A.H., corresponding with 31st December 1859 
AD., His Excellency the Governor-General replied that 
«“ Siy Richmond Shakespeare, Knight, my Agent for Central 
India, has communicated to me the purport of his conversa- 
tion with you, and the Nawab Shahjahan Begam on the 
subject of the chief power in the State, wherein the Shah- 
jahan Begam, who is the rightful Ruler of the State by 
inheritance, and whose children will succeed her, has 
expressed her assent to this arrangement that the title of 
Chief and the executive power should remain with you, 
therefore I have sanctioned your request, and have 
instructed my Agent to place you on the throne, and to 
publish a proclamation to the effect that the Government 
of India has sanctioned the establishment of the authority 
of the Nawab Sikandar Begam in Bhopal. 
- The English Government is always faithful in the execu- 
tion of its treaties and engagements, and because I had been 
appointed Ruler by them, therefore Captain Hutchinson, 
the Political Agent at Sehore, had elicited my real wishes, 
wherein I deferred to the wishes of my august mother, 
and that gentleman reported accordingly to Sir Richmond 
Shakespeare, the Governor-General’s Agent for Central 
India, who wrote to me in the following terms :—* Captain 
tchinson has informed me of the decision which Your 
__-—- Highness has come to, with so much wisdom and clearness, 
nM “most assuredly your reply has brought a most important 
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case to a st satisfactorv e . 
feck icon Gaeta i oar: The Nawab Sikandar 
The British Gaternemann ; authority in Bhopal for life. 
perenne ts pa : _ ee grateful for the services 
retail nd eesti fas ate distbaaaa will 
saastanien a = : a When this matter 
Wie ig ses ‘s ss ise . one to Governor-General 
1855 A D. on the detent 4 iiss hes pasiiie —“Tn 
Shahjahan Begam, Captain den aaletet a i —— 
.., all inipeats di a ms : a a proclamation 
British Government had a - int ee bi ss ie 
ad appointed the Nawab Shahjahan 
Begam to be Ruler, and her mother to be Regent during her 
minority, and whereas her minority has ‘tear on 
the 20th July of this year, and the Nawab Shahjahan 
Begam has signified to Captain Hutchinson her wishes that 
the supreme authority may continue to be vested in her 
mother, therefore His Excellency the Governor-General 
has sanctioned the arrangement, and given me instructions 
to invest you with the insignia of the Chief power, and in 
order that due notification of this should be made to all 
your subjects and nobles, a copy of a proclamation is for- 
warded herewith for Your Highness to promulgate through- 
out the State of Bhopal, and on the date fixed by Your 
Highness for the ceremony, I shall myself proceed to Bhopal 
and seat Your Highness on the masnad with all the time- 
honoured observances of the ceremony.” The services which 
Your Highness performed in the mutiny can never be 
forgotten by the British Government. The 9th Shawal 
1276 A.H. was appointed for the ceremony. The Agent 
to the Governor-General came from Indore, and the Political 
Agent from Sehore, and enthroned my mother on the State 
masnad, and conferred the title of Heir-apparent on me, and 
presented my august mother with the following khilat:— 
A pearl necklace, jewelled bracelets, shawl, Burhanpur 
shawls, brocade, muslins, a silver inkstand, a sword and 
shield, four cannons of English manufacture, two horses 
with trappings, one elephant with silver howdah, and gold 
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in the treaty, are to be allowed their full weight in Her 
Majesty’s Court, then that order which declared me to be 
the Chief on the death of my father, according to the stipu- 
lation of the treaty ought to be upheld for my lifetime. 
Tf this is done, the perfection to which the administration 
has been brought by my pains and energy will not be 
impaired. My services during the recent mutiny are well 
known t0.Major Rickardes, Political Agent of Bhopal, and 
to Colonel H. M. Durand, Acting Agent for the Governor- 
General, and to Sir R. Hamilton, Bart., Agent to the 
Governor-General for Central India. On the 6th Jamadi- 
ul-akhir 1276 AH, corresponding with 31st December 1859 
AD., His Excellency the Governor-General replied that 
« Sir Richmond Shakespeare, Knight, my Agent for Central 
India, has communicated to me the purport of his conversa- 
tion with you, and the Nawab Shahjahan Begam on the 
subject. of the chief power in the State, wherein the Shah- 
jahan Begam, who is the rightful Ruler of the State by 
inheritance, and whose children will succeed her, has 
expressed her assent to this arrangement that the title of 
Chief and the executive power should remain with you, 
therefore I have sanctioned your request, and have 
instructed my Agent to place you on the threne, and to 
publish a proclamation to the effect that the Government 
of India has sanctioned the establishment of the authority 

of the Nawab Sikandar Begam in Bhopal. 
- ‘The English Government is always faithful in the execu- 
tion of its treaties and engagements, and because T had been 
appointed Ruler by them, therefore Captain Hutchinson, 
the Political Agent at Sehore, had elicited my real wishes, 
wherein I deferred to the wishes of my august mother, 
i _ and that gentleman reported accordingly to Sir Richmond 
ak speare, the Governor-General’s Agent for Central 
who wrote to me in the following terms :—* Captain 
inson has informed me of the decision which Your 
thas come to, with so much wisdom and clearness, 
yedly your reply has brought a most important. 
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case to a most satisfactory conclusion. The Nawab Sikandar 
eta ae the chief authority in Bhopal for life. 
ish Government is most grateful for the services 
performed by her during the late disturbances, and will 
never fail in affording her support.” When this matter 
was determined, the Resident (Agent to Governor-General 
at Indore) wrote to my sainted mother as follows —*In 
1855 A.D., on the occasion of the marriage of the Nawab 
Shahjahan Begam, Captain Eden published a proclamation 
to all subjects of the Bhopal State to the effect that the 
British Government had appointed the Nawab Shahjahen 
Begam to be Ruler, and her mother to be Regent daring her 
minority, and whereas her minority has terminated ca 
the 20th July of this year, and the Nawab Shahjshen 
Begam has signified to Captain Hutchinson her wishes tas 
the supreme authority may continue to be vested im her 
mother, therefore His Excellency the Governor-General 
has sanctioned the arrangement, and given me imstraciens 
to invest you with the insignia of the Chief power, and @ 
order that due notification of this should be made te all 
your subjects and nobles, a copy of a proclamation is fer 
warded herewith for Your Highness to promulgate threagh- 
out the State of Bhopal, and on the date fixed by Your 
Highness for the ceremony, I shall myself proceed to Bhopal 
and seat Your Highness on the masnad with all the time 
honoured observances of the ceremony. * The services which 
Your Highness performed in the mutiny can never be 
forgotten by the British Government. The 9th Shawil 
1276 A.H. was appointed for the ceremony. The Agent 
to the Governor-General came from Indore, and the Political 
Agent from Sehore, and enthroned my mother on the State 
masnad, and conferred the title of Heir-apparent on me, and 
presented my august mother with the following khilat— 
A pearl necklace, jewelled bracelets, shawl, Burhanpur — 
shawls, brocade, muslins, a silver inkstand, a sword and 
shield, four cannons of English manufacture, two 
with trappings, one elephant with silver howdah, and g 














B ihe : HISTORY OF BHOPAL [PART If. 


embroidered housings, and in return my mother presented 
the Agent to the Governor-General with 227 gold mohurs 
as a nazar to the Governor-General. 





CHAPTER IV. 

RELATING THE VISIT TO JABALPUR AND THE ACQUISITION 
OF THE PARGANA OF BAIRESIA FROM THE BRITISH GOVERN. 
MENT. 

In the month of Jumadi-ul-awal 1277 A-H., informa- 
tion was received from Major McMullin, Political Agent 
for Bhopal, of the Governor-General’s intention to visit 
Jabalpur, where there would be a reception of the chiefs 
of this neighbourhood. Preparations for the journey were 
made by my sainted mother, and on the 29th of the 
same month and year, Bakshi Maramut Muhammad 
Khan, Commander-in-Chief, was despatched with the 
forces towards Jabalpur. My mother herself taking with 
her me and the Nawab Amrau Dula, the Nawab 
Kudsia Begam, and the Nawab Moizz Muhammad Khan, 
Mian Faujdar Muhammad Khan, the First Minister, Jumal- 
uddin Khan, other dignitaries of the State, and the horse- 
guards, marched on Saturday, the Ist Jumadi-ul-akhir 1277 
A.H., and after accomplishing the stages, reached Jabalpur 
on Tuesday, the 25th of J umadi-ul-akhir, corresponding with 
the 7th of January 1861 A.D, On the following day 
the Governor-General’s camp arrived. 

The reception was held at 11 o'clock on Tuesday, the 15th 
January 1861, all the nobles of Bhopal in their best attire, 
mounted on elephants, proceeded towards the Governor- 
General’s tent; when near the appointed place, the cavalry 
and infantry halted, and the elephants waited at the edge 
of the encampment. The Agent to the Governor-General for 
Central India, and the Foreign Secretary to the Government 

- of India, then came forward on elephants to the edge of the 

Governor-General’s camp to meet them. In front of the 

durbar-tent was pitched a shamiana, arrived before which 

the Seeretary took the hand of my sainted mother in his, 
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ae ie we Coventon General took the Kudsia 
g and and assisted them down from their howdahs 
while the Political Agent of Bhopal approached the sie 
phants ridden by Nawab Moizz Muhammad Khan and 
Nawab Amrau Dulah and the others, who all dismounted 
from their elephants. When we entered the shamiana, arms 
were presented to the party by a guard of honour of Bri- 
tish soldiers, and then we all passed on to the durbar tent 
and took the chairs labelled with our names, as the Secre- 
tary pointed them out to us. Afterwards the other chiefs, 
whose reception had been appointed for that day, took their 
seats without any confusion or talking; and when all had 
assembled, the Governor-General, accompanied by four aides- 
de-camp, made his appearance, the company of British sol- 
diers presented arms, and all rose from their chairs as a 
mark of respect. Then the Governor-General took his seat, 
and the four aides-de-camp sat on his right, while on his left 
were all the Hindustani chiefs. A salute was fired in 
honour of the Governor-General, who then arose and made 
a speech in English, which was then translated and deli- 
vered in Urdu by the Secretary for the benefit of all 
present at the durbar:—* Sikandar Begam,—Your Highness 
is very weltome to this durbar. I have long desired to 
thank you for the services which you have rendered to the 
Queen's Government. Your Highness is the Ruler of a State 
which is conspicuous in history for never having been in 
arms against the British power: and lately, when that 
State was beset and threatened by our enemies, you, @ 
woman, guided its affairs with a courage, an ability, and a 
success that would have done honour to any statesman or 
soldier. 

« Besides the great services of repressing revolt around you 
and of securing the safety of all Englishmen, amongst 
whom was the Agent of the Governor-General, you never 
failed to aid and expedite to the utmost of your power all 
bodies of British troops that came within your reach, 


« Such services must not go unrewarded. 
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embroidered housings, and in return my mother presented 
the Agent to the Governor-General with 227 gold mohurs 
as a nazar to the Governor-General. 
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OF THE PARGANA OF BAIRESIA FROM THE BRITISH GOVERN. 
MENT, 

In the month of Jumadi-ul-awal 1277 A.H., informa- 

tion was received from Major McMullin, Political Agent 

for Bhopal, of the Governor-General’s intention to visit 
Jabalpur, where there would be a reception of the chiefs 
of this neighbourhood, Preparations for the journey were 
made by my sainted mother, and on the 29th of the 
same month and year, Bakshi Maramut Muhammad 
Khan, Commander-in-Chief, was despatched with the 
forces towards Jabalpur. My mother herself taking with 
her me and the Nawab Amrau Dula, the Nawab 
Kudsia Begam, and the Nawab Moizz Muhammad Khan, 
Mian Faujdar Muhammad Khan, the First Minister, Jumal- 
uddin Khan, other dignitaries of the State, and the horse- 
guards, marched on Saturday, the Ist Jumadi-ul-akhir 1277 
A.H., and after accomplishing the stages, reached Jabalpur 
on Tuesday, the 25th of Jumadi-ul-akhir, corresponding with 
the 7th of January 1861 A.D. On the following day 
the Governor-General’s camp arrived. 

The reception was held at 11 o'clock on Tuesday, the 15th 
January 1861, all the nobles of Bhopal in their best attire, 
mounted on elephants, proceeded towards the Governor- 
General’s tent; when near the appointed place, the cavalry 
and infantry halted, and the elephants waited at the edge 
of the encampment. The Agent to the Governor-General for 
Central India, and the Foreign Secretary to the Government 

of India, then came forward on elephants to the edge of the 

Yovernor-General’s camp to meet them. In front of the 

ar-tent was pitched a shamiana, arrived before which 

exetary took the hand of my sainted mother in his, 
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and the Agent to the Governor-General took the Kudsia 
Begam s hand and assisted them down from their howdahs 
while the Political Agent of Bhopal approached the ae 
phants ridden by Nawab Moizz Muhammad Khan and 
pa pula and the others, who all dismounted 
phants. When we entered the shamiana, arms 
were presented to the party by a guard of honour of Bri- 
tish soldiers, and then we all passed on to the durbar tent 
and took the chairs labelled with our names, as the Secre- 
tary pointed them out to us. Afterwards the other chiefs 
whose reception had been appointed for that day, took their 
seats without any confusion or talking; and when all had 
assembled, the Governor-General, accompanied by four aides- 
de-camp, made his appearance, the company of British sol- 
diers presented arms, and all rose from their chairs as a 
mark of respect. Then the Governor-General took his seat, 
and the four aides-de-camp sat on his right, while on his left 
were all the Hindustani chiefs. A salute was fired in 
honour of the Governor-General, who then arose and made 
a speech in English, which was then translated and deli- 
vered in Urdu by the Secretary for the benefit of all 
present at the durbar:—* Sikandar Begam,—Your Highness 
is very welome to this durbar. I have long desired to 
thank you for the services which you have rendered to the 
Queen’s Government. Your Highness is the Ruler of a State 
which is conspicuous in history for never having been in 
arms against the British power: and lately, when that 
State was beset and threatened by our enemies, you, @ 
woman, guided its affairs with a courage, an ability, and a 
success that would have done honour to any statesman or 
soldier. 

« Besides the great services of repressing revolt around you 
and of securing the safety of all Englishmen, amongst 
whom was the Agent of the Governor-General, you never 
failed to aid and expedite to the utmost of your power all 
bodies of British troops that came within your reach, 


“Such services must not go unrewarded. 
K 


Ld 
74 HISTORY OF BHOPAL. [PART II. 


“J now place in your hands the grant in sovereignty of the 
district of Bairesia. This district was formerly a depend- 
ency of the State of Dhar; but Dhar has by rebellion for- 
feited all claim to it; and now it is given in perpetuity to 
Bhopal for a memorial of loyalty under your wise and 
brave guidance in a time of trial. : 

“Tt is a pleasure tome to deliver this grant to Your High- 
ness in person, in the presence of the Queen's officers here 
assembled, of the native gentlemen of Jabalpur and Sagar, 

our own court.” 
heer of a sanad granting Pargana Bairesia to 
the State of Bhopal on 27th December 1860 :— 

“Whereas, during the rebellion, the Nawab Sikandar Begam, 

Ruler of Bhopal, rendered from loyalty good service to the 
British Government, and maintained order and peace in the 
territory of Bhopal: the Government, being highly satis- 
fied therewith, has been pleased to grant in sovereignty 
Pargana Bairesia to the Bhopal State from generation to 
generation. All the conditions which at present exist in 
respect to Bhopal shall apply to the pargana now con- 
ferred upon that State.” 

When this speech was finished, the Governor-General 
resumed his seat, and my revered mother rose froin her chair 
and said:—“I return thanks to that God who made my 
heart stronger in obedience to Your Excellency than even 
my father’s; and, secondly, I return my than ks to Your Excel- 
lency for appointing me Ruler in succession to my father. 
Obedience to Your Excellency, 1 consider an honour, and as 
long as I live I will never be turned aside from respecting 
your authority, and I have full confidence in my daughter's 
continuing the same line of conduct.” 

Past The Foreign Secretary interpreted the speech in English 
to ‘His Lordship, who, with his own hands, bestowed # 
-__ khilat on my mother, and gave her attar and pdén. Be 
ses bestowed on Munshi Bhawani Pershad, the vakil of 
“Bhopal State, a watch and a khilat in reward for his 
during the mutiny, and a life pension of Rs. 100 a 
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month was awarded him by the British Government, after- 
wards some gentlemen of Sagar and Jabalpir received 
Kkhilats, and the durbar broke up. 

My revered mother, after the durbar was over, paid a 
visit to the Viceroy’s lady and sat upon the same sofa. 
Thelady conversed with her with great courtesy and kindness‘ 
and presented her with a book and a pair of flower vases. 

On the following day, the 4th Rajab of the same year, at 
11 o'clock, His Lordship, accompanied by thirteen gentle- 
men, visited me at my tent. My court consisted of 108 
persons, relatives and officers. First of all Nawab Moizz 
Muhammad Khan and Nawab Amrau Dila, with Mian 
Faujdar Muhammad Khan, and the First Minister proceeded 
to the Governor-General’s camp to conduct him to our tents 
(when the visit was over, they accompanied him half way 
back), and my revered mother advanced to the carriage to 
hand him out. The gentlemen of my court placed their 
hands upon their breasts and bowed, while a salute of 21 

guns was fired. Then twenty-one trays were placed before 
him, and my mother entreated him to accept this slight offer- 
ing, saying that she never, as long as she lived, would forget 
the praises bestowed on her by His Lordship in open durbar 
onthe previous day; that the dignity of herself and the 
State had been increased beyond all precedent; that she fully 
appreciated His Lordship’s favours, and would teach her 
daughter also to recognize the full extent of the honour 
done her. 

After this speech was over, the trays of offerings were 
presented, and my mother gave with her own hands a 
tiara of pearls. Then the trays presented by the Kudsia 
Begam were brought, and she gave a pearl necklace with 
her own hands, after which His Lordship took his leave, and 
a salute of 21 guns was fired. a 

On the following day Her Ladyship paid her visit, and 
arrangements for her reception were on the same scale as 
for that of the Governor-General. Her Ladyship was 
pleased to express the pleasure she felt at meeting my 
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Under-Secretary, and his aides-de-camp, made his entry 
into the Durbar. A royal salute of 21 guns was fired hy 
the Royal Artillery. Then His Lordship took his seat upon 
the throne, and the Secretary read aloud in English and 
Urdu the proclamation of the 5th of July 1861 in which 
Her Majesty the Queen had founded the Order of the Star 
of India. Then His Excelleney Sir Hugh Rose, the Com- 


mander-in-Chief, led up to the throne the Maharaja of 


Gwalior, the chiefs of Bhopal, Patiala, and Ramptir in the 
above order. The Under-Secretary and another Secretary 
stood holding the Star of India in front, and the Foreign 
Secretary stood on the right. The Governor-General stood 
up and addressed the four Chiefs in turn in the above order 
in English :—* Her Majesty the Queen has conferred the 
title of Knight upon you. By Her Majesty’s orders, I give 
you this Most Honourable Star.” Then he placed the collar 
of the Order on their necks and gave the Star into their 
hands, the Secretary interpreted his words into Hindustani, 
and then the Commander-in-Chief led each according to his 
degree back to his scat. Then the Governor-General 
again rose and congratulated each of the Chiefs on the re- 
ceipt of the Star of India, and said :—* I have executed the 
commands of the Queen in investing Your Hightiesses with 
the insignia of the Star of India. I now desire to con- 
gratulate you upon your admission into the brotherhood 
of that Most Exalted Order; an Order declared by Her 
Majesty to be instituted as a public and signal testimony 
____ of her regard for the Princes, Chiefs, and People of India 
as acommemoration of her resolution to take upon her- 
self the government of the British territories in India, 
_ which resolution was, three years ago, on the anniversary 

of this day, proclaimed to all India from this spot ; and 
2 means by which, according to the usage of sovereigns, 
Majesty may be enabled to reward conspicuous merit. 
yas the gracious wish of the Queen that, in the execu- 
Her gracious commands, nothing should be omitted 
ht serve to testify Her Majesty’s consideration for 
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Your Highnesses, who have, by your loyalty, constaney, and 
good serviees, merited this mark of Her Royal favour, or 
which might tend to show respect to Her Majesty's most 
Exalted Ord -r. I am satisfied that on your parts nothing 
will be wanting to uphold the high dignity of that Order, 
and that enjoying the peculiar honour of being amongst the 
first selected members of it, you will continue to set before 
your fellow-countrymen a prominent example of cordial 
attachment and sympathy between the feudatory princes 
of India and the Crown of England,’ 

This speech was then interpreted to the assembly by 
the Secretary, after which His Excellency the Governor- 
General walked up to each of the Chiefs in turn according 
to their rank, and after shaking hands with them, withdrew 
to his own tent; whereupon the durbar came to an end, 
and a royal salute was fired, 

On the same evening, that of the 28th of the above month, 
we again went by invitation to the tents of His Excellency 
and witnessed a display of fireworks, in which flowers and 
leaves were represented like rubies, emeralds, sapphires, and 
diamonds. On the 2nd of November 1861, Lord Canning 
started for the eastern portion of the empire, and the newly 
appointed’ knights left for their respective territories. 

The Star of India consists of three pieces: the first, 
a gold sunlike star studded with diamonds, in which is saan 
inscription in English letters: * Heaven's light our guide.” 
1 piece consists of a portrait of the Queen carved 
1 attached to a riband. The third 
ld enamelled necklace, surmounted 
arely, delicately, and beautifully: 
executed, and these three pieces, according to a previous 
arrangement, were, after the death of my revered mother, 
on the 3rd of November 1868 AD. corresponding big 
the 17th Rajab 1285 A.H., sent to the office of the 
Political Ageney at Sehore. 

; After +s Stan of India had been conferred upon my 
revered mother, she asked the opinions of learned men 


The secon: 
upon pink cameo, ani 
piece consists of a go 
by the royal diadem, very 
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regarding the portrait being that of a living being. The 
‘Kazi of the State, Sheikh Zain-ul-abdin Arab, replied that the 
use of gold and silver ornaments by women was lawful, but 
that the use of portraits of kings and others in jewellery 
was a distraction at prayer time. In the “Durra Mukhtar ” 
jt is written that the carving of the likeness of winged 
things and of men on seals is wrong, but for women to 
swear the likenesses of living creatures is not blasphemy 
as long as they are worn without the intention of their 
being worshipped and praised like idols. 
In the Bahar Ra-ik and the Fatawai-Ibrahim Shahi, it is 
written thet if a man, who is at prayers, has a coin bearing 
a royal effigy, which cannot be distinguished at a distance, 
there is no harm in it. And in the Fatawai-Tatar Khani 
and Tahatawi, it is written that the seal of Abi Harerah 
(on whom be peace) bore an engraving of two flies, also that 
in the reign of King Omar Bori-ul Khatéb, the seal of the 
prophet Daniel was found, on which was engraved a lion 
and lioness fawning upon a boy standing between them 
and on seeing this, King Omar wept and gave the seal to 
Abi-Mtsa-ul-Ashéri, Ibn Abbas had a ring, round which 
were small portraits. From which instances it appears that 
the use of jewels, rings, &c., bearing effigies, is not alto- 
gether sacrilegious and blasphemous, but because of their 
association with blasphemous idols, they are inexpedient, 
and it behoves Mussulmans to abstain as far as possible 
from such distracting things for fear of their falling into 
errors forbidden by the law, and the opinion of Mulavi 
Abdul Kyum and other learned men was to the same 









ffect. 
Before the durbar was held, the Governor-General had 
en. permission to my revered mother, according to her 
to visit the famous cities of Hindustan, and had 
n to the Civil officers of these cities to inform them 
ntended visit of the Nawab Begam of Bhopal, who 
e received with the honour due to herrank. Accord- 
Ast of Jumadi-ul-awal 1287 AH., she set out 
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from Allahabad, and reached Benares on the 8th of the 
month. Visits were interchanged with Raja Isri Parsad 
Narain Singh, Chief of Ramnagar, better known as the 
Raja of Benares, with whose kindness and courtesy the 
Begam was much pleased. 

The city of Benares is very populous and very sacred in 
the eyes of the Hindus, but the climate is not good; the 
Hindus think it pious to throw their dead into the river 
Ganges, and the bodies decompose in the water, also all the 
sewage of the city is carried by drains into the river, so the 
natural purity of the water is destroyed, and a malarious 
fever generated. 3 

We left Benares on the 14th of the above month, and 
arrived at the city of Jaunpur on the 17th. Here there is 
a very large and massive bridge over the river built by 
one Fahim, a slave of Beyram Khan, Khan of Khans. 
The words sanét* mastaquim (the enduring bridge) give 
the date of the work. Departing thence Faizabad in Oudh 
was reached on the 26th of the month. This city is situ- 
ated on the banks of the river Sarju, now called the Gagra, 
the water of which is very good and full of fish ; it is also 
very deep and wide. The city is of moderate size, and is 
held in gat reverence by the Hindus. The camp marched 
hence for Lucknow, and on the way recited the prayers for 
the dead at Durriabad at the tomb of Syud Amir Ali, 
martyr, and there learnt the true story of his martyrdom 
as follows :— 

From very ancient times Oudh was the capital of the 
princes of the line of Sri Ramchandar, the founder of 
Hinduism. In 913 A.H., Syud Masa Ashkan, under orders 
from Zahiruddin Babar, emperor, levelled the ruined walls 
of the Raja’s palace, and the kitchen of his wife Sita, and 
built a mosque on the site. The words khair baki (an ever- 
lasting good work), convey the date of the mosque. There 





= “Bandt is the bridge over which good and evil have to try to pass 
at the day of judgment, but over which only the good can succeed in 


passing. 

































the friend 
Alamgir, Em- 
there. These two 


tied and ruinous owing to 

a powerful landowner in 

Babar’s time and named the 
with Bairagis,* who, 
nosque and built a 


du pfagassers known as 
favour of Nawab Ali Naki Khan, 
; aol Wajid Ali Shah, and 
Ikrishen, who shut their eyes and 
. from punishment. Syud Amir Ali 
and was joined by a large 
Muha s. A panic then fell upon the 
Ww, Sad at the suggestion of the Wazir, 
men of the city induced many to desert 
li, who departed for Faizabad with 
aptain Barlow, in the service of the 
nt after him by the Wéazir at the 
26th Safar (Wednesday ) 1272 
of Shujai, where a bloody battle 
‘Ghazi and Hindus had once before 
f on ia aan ay who 
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duly paid us. Notwithstanding that nearly half the city 
had been destroyed by the Pnglish after the mutiny as a 
punishinent for rebellion, and large buildings had been 
pulled down, even in this decayed state, what is left is a 
very large city, the buildings are fine, and the markets good, 
and provisions and merchandise of all countries procurable 
in abundance. 

The following is a short account of the royal buildings 
which we viewed with eyes of regret :— 

The Badshah Bagh, in which we were all encamped, is 
very broad and long, a place for pleasure and “happiness, 
There is a marble summer-house of such graéeful propor- 
tions and tasteful ornamentation as put to shame the foli- 
age of the “tari.” (the rose). The Kaisar Bagh, built by 
Wajid Ali Shah of Oudh, is of great extent, and of its 
kind without an equal. It contains many varieties of fruit 
trees and flowers of every hue, and lofty buildings in 
harmony with the place surmounted by gilt pinnacles, the 
doors and walls are decorated with various paintings. 
They seem to the attentive — to ia yee 















" Hosainabed, an 2 Tanne built by Muham 
ef Oudh, contains two tazias, ealled by the people: 
Zarih,* thade of chased gold and silver, and the 0 
beautiful and built of marble, and further adorned — 
carpets and chandeliers. Before the entrance is a lange ta 
full of water, in which is a boat containing a life-si 
of a horse. The entrance of this building is 
there is a hot bath built of marble of 
Ahsan-ud-Daula, brother of Nawab Ma 
Ghazi-ud-din Haidar, King of Oudh’s grandson, 
steward of this Imambarah. On hearing of our 
visit, he presented himself and received us w 









* Zavil is the name 
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ted after what we 
som chandeliers 


' on i gawey of the 
re inspected by us, and quite 
there are few such massive 
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f considerable width, is shallow ; 
ne, and sweet. Hundreds of 
float in its surface, and it is spanned 


~Manzil is a beautiful and attractive build- 
are of gold, and the doors and walls are 
ni very large and filled with flowers 
fruit trees; in a spacious building 
birds of beautiful and varied*plumage, 


oto the King of Oudh, and now in 
f the following places worth seeing, 
:—The Kesar Farat Baksh, 


and his daughter Maharunnissa was 
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gee tag from Lucknow on the 12th of Jamadi-ul-akhir, 
and * ny y : 
ES eee our camp arrived at Cawnptr on the bank 
The principal officers of Cawnptir had had the bri 
of boats carefully put in order and well-watered and pa 
officials came to meet us; the passage of our camp over tho 
river was effected with great ease, and our camp wy, r 
pitched on the parade-ground. be 
On the first day we inspected the canal, a branch of the 
Ganges canal, and the men in charge showed us how the lock 
gates opened and shut and the water was let in, and how 
boats were passed through, and how the water was turned 
on to the watermills, and all the other secrets of their craft 
Tt was all done very expeditiously, and in truth it is a won- 
derful invention to bend the water to man’s will; when we 
had seen everything, the men in charge were made happy 
by a present. Many of the gentlemen of Cawnptr were 
pressing in their invitations to us, and that of Muhammad 
Abdal Rahman Khan Shakar, the manager of the Nizami 
press, was accepted on account of the length and intimacy E 
of our acquaintance, but all other invitations were refused, A 
Next day there was a public durbar attended by the. 
officers and*native gentlemen of the city, who were 
and gratified at the honour done them and by the 
courtesy. The durbar lasted from 8 till 11am. A 
pan were distributed at its conclusion. After the afternoon 
prayers our journey recommenced, and by daily marches — 
Akbarabad was reached on the 3rd of Rajab, and we 
in the Nur Afshan garden, and had some re 
This garden belonged to the Nurjahan Begam, 
Emperor Nuruddin Jahingir. At the present 
the exception of paved walls and two or three re 
contains no building of any importance. The 
Nurjahan is so well known that a short account 
not out of place here. ; 
Kwaja Ghyas was in the service of the E 
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[Part I. 


i Kuli Khan, 
of Bengal. 
4 ee, had seen 
and had fallen in 
rt’s secret to himself. 
, when he ascended 
r the husband of 


wwery did so, and killed the tiger 
‘or pretended to be highly pleased, 
of Sher Afgan Khan (the 
put afterwards, according to secret 
it set a must elephant at him, - . 
‘escaped pe slew the elephant with his 
ds took ject and departed to Burdwan. 
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gir yaft sad zewar, Bande Nurjahan Padshah Begam zar” 
(This coin, by the ordery of Jahangir, received a hundred 
jewels, by the name of Narjahan, royal lady, it received gold.) 
Kwaja Ghyas, father of Nurjalan, was promoted to be 
Wazir ; his brother, Mirza Ani Hassan, reeeived the title of 
Yam-in-ud-daula Asaf Khan Arjamand Bani, daughter of 
Asuf Khan, ennobled by the title of Mamtaz Mahal, whose 
tomb is in the Taj at Agra, was married to the Emperor 
Shahjahan, the son of Jahangir. In the year 1055 A.H., 
Nurjahan Begam died at Lahore, and her tomb is by the 
side of that of Jahangir, in the Shalimar gardens, in Lahore. 
This couplet is a specimen of her poetry :— 


Woo'd by soft airs the op'ning flowret blows 
Thy smiles the keys my pent up heart unclose. 


The ancient name of Akbarabad is Agra, which in the 
Greek (Yunani) language signifies a fort, The fort, which at 
present stands on the banks of the Jumna, was built by the 
Emperor Akbar. The English have therein stored warlike 
stores, such as small arms, cannon, and shot im a most 
orderly manner. We spent a week in this city. The garden 
and tomb in Tajganj in this city stand ed = 
much cannot be said in their praise. On the ° : 
inscribed the Surat-o-Alfajar in the Togra RE 
the clearness of the letters should be seen to be ape 
ciated. The garden contains forty beegahs of land, 
the walls are paved with marble, and there isa kk 
reservoir filled to the brim, in which are 120 oun 
On the west side there is a lofty mosque, and 
a counterpart of this mosque, called the asse 
fine proportions, and with lofty columns, — 
corners of the garden are lofty pillars. The i 
itself is an oetangular building of marble, with a 
at each face, eight in all, and in the middle a lo 
inside the mausole 
bules, and in the m 
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ds took leave and departed to Burdwan. 
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subah of Bengal, but in reality sent 
of Sher Afgan Khan. Accordingly 
with him, and went ‘to see Sher 
e middle of the conversation a fight 
Afgan Khan, Kutubuddin and 




































‘the news, he sent for Maha- 
aie of Ashrafunnissa 
- and became so infatuated 
whole adiinistration to her, 
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gir yaft sad zewar, Banim Nurjahan Padshah Begam zar”” 
(This coin, by the orders of Jahangir, received a hundred 
jewels, by the name of N urjahan, royal lady, it received gold.) 
Kwaja Ghyas, father of Nurjahan, was promoted to be 
Wazir ; his brother, Mirza Abul Hassan, received the title of 
Yam-in-ud-daula Asuf Khan. Arjamand Bani, daughter of 
Asuf Khan, ennobled by the title of Mamtaz Mahal, whose 
tomb is in the Taj at Agra, was married to the Emperor 

Shahjahan, the son of Jahangir. In the year 1055 A.A, 

Nurjahan Begam died at Lahore, and her tomb is by the 

side of that of Jahangir, in the Shalimar gardens, in Lahore. 

This couplet is a specimen of her poetry :— 


Woo'd by soft airs the op'ning flowret blows 
Thy smiles the keys my pent up heart unclose. 


The ancient name of Akbarabad is Agra, which in the 
Greek (Yunani) language signifies a fort, The fort, which at 
present stands on the banks of the Jumna, was built by the 
Emperor Akbar. The English have therein stored warlike 
stores, such as small arms, cannon, and shot in a most 
orderly manner. We spent a week in this city. The garden .; 
and tomb tn Tajganj in this city stand unrivalled; too 
much cannot be said in their praise. On the ; 
inscribed the Surat-o-Alfajar in the Togra 
the clearness of the letters should be seen to be 
ciated. The garden contains forty beegahs- of land, 
the walls are paved with marble, and there is a 
reservoir filled to the brim, in which are 120 
On the west side there is a lofty mosque, and 
a counterpart of this mosque, called the asseml 
fine proportions, and with lofty columns. On 
corners of the garden are lofty pillars. The 
itse:f is an octangular building of marble, with an 
at each face, eight in all, and in the middle a | 
inside the mausoleum a large and four 
bules, and in the 
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‘e visited the fort. ‘The Dewan Am, 
‘the Massaman (octagon) bastion, 
sque, the labyrinth house, the Khush- 
flower) mahal, the Shisha mahal, the palace 

e Zanana garden,—are all built of red stone and 
thedoor and walls of the Surdkhana (summer- 
formerly studded with diamonds, but now 
» holes in the walls in which they 
| that when the royal apartments were 
1al Jat, his soldiers picked out the 
and delicacy of the Pearl Mosque are 
< it we made a visit to the 





















cehotaph on the upper storey, and the real tomb in : 
and besides the tom 
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beautifully and massively constructed of red sandstone. 


marble, plumstone, black marble, 


and green-m i 
stone. The dome ‘ en 


1s octagonal, and the exterior and interior 
walls are covered with inscriptions from the sacred writi 
‘J 


and on the doors is Persian poetry, of which the follow- 


ing stanzas and some couplets are here quoted ;— 


This arch is loftier than the front of the nine heavens ; 
The light from its shade is the shining face of a pe 
This spire* is the ornament of the nine h é 
e p eavens and se 
constellations. = 


Tt springs from the illustrious tomb of the Emperor Akbar, 


To the name of the King of kings of the everlasting kingdom, 
Whose existence is exempt from non-entity (is eternal). 


All the kings on the face of the earth 
Receive their crowns, thrones, and seals at his hand, 

Two worlds He ereated from His eternal beneficence: 

One He made unseen, the other apparent. 

At that time he bestowed this fleeting habitation (the world) 

On kings with diadem, crown, and wealth, 

In order that from their justice the times 

Should be more promising than the gardens in the prime of sprit 
When they choose the paths of justice, a : 
They treat the stranger as their own flesh and blood. 
That king who has thus lived in the world 

Becqnes a type of the all-protecting (God). 

It was in the year nine hundred and sixty-two Ree 
That King Akbar became that type of the Omnipotent. 7 
He sat upon a gilded throne. = 
In comparison with his throne the sky was put into 
He embellished the earth with equity and justice, 
The hearts of all the world were pleased at him 
Tn the world for fifty and two years. 

He thus held rule with great power. 

As he prospered the world with justice, _ 

So his illustrious soul went to the next world. 
His soul was always favoured by God. 
May the world of purity be inhabited by him. 


In this mausoleum, as in that in Tajganj, 


f the Emperor Akbar 
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of Aram Banu, Shakarunnissa Begam, Asalat Banu, 
Shahzada Khanam, daughter of Akbar, and Rabii Sultan 
Begam, wife of Akbar, also the tomb of Suleman Shekoh 
and several others whose names are unknown. 

‘After the famous buildings of Agra had been visited, we 
marched thence on the 9th of Rajab, and halted on the 11th 
at the city of Muttra, where we saw hundreds of temples, bu t 
preferred that of Mani Ram Seth to all others. The relict 
on the temples are excellent, and the work on the stone as 
fine as if done by a camel's hair brush, and the same may 
be said of. Bindrabun. On the arrival of our carriages, 
the agent of Seth Mani Ram was in attendance, and 
showed us over the temple, which is a very large one, with 
a lofty entrance. All over the doors and walls are depicted 
gods in the shape of cows, tigers, monkies, men, women, 

snakes, and fish, and in the enclosure of this temple there 
is a large garden tastefully laid out with reservoirs and 
There is a canal leading to a small tank, 
small marble arches. On our 
return from being shown round, we met a crowd who were 
dragging along on a wheeled car a black image, nee 
and dancing as they went; among them on either * eo 
the image’s head was a Brahmin walking, aks one Se i 
umbrella, and the other with a fan. We concluded tha 


fountains. 
and round it a series of 


hs this was the god himself out for an airing in the garden. 
ee Some one asked them to draw aside the umbrella and let 


ee eee ee eas image be seen by us Their answer was 
ey ante sun an. strike on the god; saying this al 
‘brought their carriage to a stand, and asked us for an offer- 
ing for their god. ° My revered mother replied that it as 
usual for travellers to be shown hospitality by ae a 
and that the God ought rather to give her an offering ; atter 
ich conversation we went away. can 

( n the 20th of the month Rajab we reached Shahjahana- 
hi). “This city has from very ancient times oa 
of Hindustan, and its story has been’ related a 
stories of India; it has several times been 
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refounded and depopulated, and has been known under many 
names. It was first of all called Hastinapur, then Delhi, 
next Toglukabad, then Sher Mandal, and lastly Shahjahana- 
bad. Outside the present walls, signs of former habita- 
tions are to be found on every side for miles, for instance, 
from the village of Furidabad, which is 24 miles from the 
present town, there are traces of ruined houses to this day. 
In the Asar-an-sanadid (traces of the worthies) there is 
an elaborate history of this city. The tombs of the saints 
Sultan Nizam-ud-din and Khaja Nasir-ud-din, the light of 
Delhi, are holy places, and in the enclosures belonging to 
these tombs are the graves of many pious men,"saints, and 
After saying the prayers for the dead at their 
shrines, we visited the spring (jhirni), This isa very charm- 
ing place. There is a very large tank below a hill, from which 
there is a waterfall into the tank, and there is a summer- 


princes. 


house built on the margin of the water for the accommodation 
of visitors. There are also many mango trees there. 

Thence we tourists had to visit the tomb of Kwaja Kutab- 
ud-din Bakhtiar Kaki, where was the tower of the Kawat- 
ul-[slam mosque built by Sultan Shamasaddin Altamsh. 
Now this lofty tower is better known as the “ Lat of Kutab 
Sahib” it és covered with inscriptions. Hundreds of mau- 
soleums of nobles and kings in the neighbourhood of 
Delhi lift their heads in the sky (pierce the sky), but the 
mausoleums of the Emperor Hamaiyun and of Mansur Ali 
Khan surpass all the others. We also visited the Lall Kila 
(red fort) of Delhi. The public and private halls of 
audience, the ramparts and bastions are all of the old build- 
ings which survive ; the rest are in ruins, and after looking 
upon the shapeless heaps of bricks, stones, and mortar with 
regret, we went to see the Salimgarh. We also saw the bridge 
which was being built over the Jumna for the railway, and 
went by way of the Zinat-ul-masajid to visit Shahjahan’s 
Jama Masjid. The gates of the mosque were closed, but 
the English officers had them opened for us, and after our 
inspection we returned to our encampment, 
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On the 27th Rajab, we commenced our march from Delhi 
to Jaipir, which we reached in safety on the 11th Shaaban. 
The Maharaja of Jaipar arranged the ceremony of our 

-reception in the following fashion :— As Soon as the 
elephants of our procession, with the Political Agent of 
Bhopal, reached the city gateway, there appeared a band of 
about 200 horsemen and footmen, with coloured wands of 
office in their hands, calling out “make way, make way” in 
a respectful manner; behind them about 30 gentlemen, 
yelatives of the Maharaja, were mounted on horseback, 
dyawn up in a line parallel with the gate; outside the gate 
the artillerymen fired a salute. Then the Raja himself, 
accompanied by the Political Agent of Jaiptr, appeared 
mounted on an elephant, whose howdah was of the Hin- 
dustani pattern, and made of gold, while the Political 

Agent's howdah was of the English pattern, and made of 

silver, The Raja wore a white coat and a red turban, he 

had on an emerald necklace, a dagger in his waist-band, and 

‘a scimitar suspended from a shoulder-strap, while a second 

jewelled-sword was placed in front of him in the howdah. 
On our side my revered mother and the Political Agent 
urged on their elephants and shook hands with the Maharaja. 

After the usual greetings on both sides, the party advanced 

together. The infantry and cavalry in full uniform presented 

arms after the approved fashion ; owing to the crowd of 
ao s and spectators, the procession proceeded very 
to the palace, where there are numerous gateways 
irtyards. After passing these gateways, at each of 
ch soldiers presented arms, the procession halted before 
fourth gateway, and the Raja alighted, and was earried 











Jhawadar® fifth gateway, where he stopped. 
| we merch Atos of -Biate vendthe English 
n ree this spot, the crowd of servants, attend- 
a great, and therefore the Maharaj 
where, under a canopy sup- 
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ported by silver poles, were placed two chairs, on one of 

which the Raja took his seat, and my revered mother on 

the other to his right, while the Political Agents of Jaipar 
and Bhopal were accommodated with chairs to the left, and 
in a line with them were seated the Raja’s relatives; in this 
assembly there were nearly 300 persons of distinction. 
Sheodin, the Minister, sat immediately behind the Raja. 
On the right of my revered mother, sat the officers of State 
and members of the ruling family of Bhopal. Minstrels 
came and sang and then withdrew, then twenty-five 
nautch girls, in beautiful dresses, began to dance to an 
accompaniment of a drum and two guitars: dfter a short 
time the Maharaja offered with his own hands attar, pan, 
and garlands of flowers to my revered mother, the two 
Political Agents, to Mian Faujdar Muhammad Khan, Nawab 

Amrau Dila, and the minister (Madér-ul-mahdm), while the 

Jaiptir Minister distributed attar and pan to the rest of the 

assembly, after which we took leave and went to our camp. 

Next day the Raja signified his intention of returning the 
visit, and the summer-house in the Rambagh was the place 
chosen for his reception. My revered mother, accompanied 
by her Minister, proceeded as far as the city walls to meet 
the Raja, ¢nd when his cortege arrived at the gate of the 
Rambagh, a salute was fired from the guns ; and as we had not 
brought our own Artillery with us, the Raja had very kindly 
ordered his Artillery to supply as many guns as the Nawab 
Begam might require, and also the great landowners of Jaiptr 
had received instructions to honour us with salutes from the 
day we first set foot in Jaiptr territory, and these instrue- 
tions had beencarried out. We also received salutes from the 
Raja's own followers when marching in the Crown lands. 

To resume, when the Raja’s cortege arrived-at the 
Rambagh, he was received at the gateway by Hatiz Muham- 
mead Hassan Khan, naib Bakshi, and by the first Secretary 
of State; and at the second summer-house, by Mian 
Faujdar Muhammad Khan and Nawab Amrau Dula, while 
my revered mother received him at the edge of the carpet, 
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arrived at Bhopal, our own home, after trave 
of 1,670 miles in six months aud ight ¢ 
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mother addressed the Raja in these words:—* Your High- 
ness has treated us with all the courtesy and hospitality 
which is due from the great to the great, and we are much 
gratified by your friendliness.” After which we departed 
for our camp. 

Next day Pandit Sheodin came to our durbar ae ‘nid 
that he had been at great pains to bring about the meeting 
between us and the Maharaja, notwithstanding the opposi- 
tion shown by the Maharaja's relatives, because he was 
convinced in his heart of the good effect of the friendship 
of two powerful chiefs. Next he spoke of the arrange- 
ments which were made during the mutiny, and said that 
Captain (?) Eden had repeatedly spoken of us (the Sikandar 
Begam) in the highest terms. My revered mother asked 
what was the strength of the army in Jaipar, and also. 
what the State revenues amounted to. He replied that 
the army consisted of 20,000 men, and the revenue was a 
crore of rupees (= one million sterling), of which 33 lacs 
were in the hands of the jaghirdars, 33 lacs were spent 
in charity, and 34 lacs on State purposes, after which the 
Pandit took leave. 

Jaipir and the suburbs are fine, the buildings are 
tasteful, the streets wide, clean, and straight, the gardens 
are well-cared-for and attractive. The houses of the 
nobles are all built of marble, their construction is good, 
and their appearance elegant and imposing. 

On the 11th Shéban we marched from Jaiptr and arrived 
at the city of Ajmir on the 24th Shaban, and recited the pray- 
ers for the dead at the tomb of Kwaja Miin-ud-din Chishti, 
There ave many attendants at the tomb, and contrary to 
the true faith, they pray excessively to the departed, and 
disturb the saint’s soul thereby. On the last day of Shaéban — 
we proceeded on our route thence, and on the 12th Ramzan 
réached the eantonment of Nimach, and on the 20th that 
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Nawab Amrau Duls, but with the packets of betel he only 
honoured me and the Political Agent, the rest of the party 
were served by his Minister, and in the same way the gar- 
lands of flowers were presented. Then two white hand- 
kerchiefs steeped in rose-water were brought in and 
sented by the Maharaja, one to me, and the other to the — 
Political Agent, after which we took leave, the Maharaja 
escorting us to the edge of the carpet. 

Next day, Tuesday, the 6th Shaban 1279, corresponding 
with the 27th January 1863 A.D., the Maharaja returned the 
visit at my tents, and the same ceremonies were observed 
by us, and both at his arrival and departure.a salute of 21 
guns was fired, and arms were presented by a guard of 
honour of cavalry and infantry. The arrangement of the 
Maharaja’s escort was as follows :—First of all was an 
advanced guard of cavalry, then columns of Mewatti infantry, 
then a troop of carbineers, then a number of elephants with 
gold embroidered trappings and howdahs of great beauty ; 
next came led-horses caparisoned in gold and silver, then a 
body of mace-bearers with lion-headed maces, behind them 
messengers. Then archers, then spearmen, next three troops 
of lancers, next four principal Sirdars of the State, and then 
the Maharaja himself mounted on a grey horse, and behind 
him the officers of his army and his cavalry inred. On 
the llth Shaban, we turned our faces from Gwalior 
towards Akbarabad, and on the 20th Shaban, corresponding 
with the 10th February, Tuesday, we reached that city, and 
were met by the Collector of Agra, and received a salute 
and all customary honors. On the 23rd Shaban, Colonel 
Durand, the Foreign Secretary, accompanied by some gentle- 
men of rank, visited us on behalf of the Governor-General, 
whose compliments he presented, and then asked after our 
health, and after staying some few minutes, the usual attar 
ard pin were produced, and the interview came to an end, 

On Monday the 16th February I went to the Governor- 
General's private Durbar, accompanied by eight of the 
officers of State and members of my family, all on elephants. 

~ \ N 4 





















' [parr rt. 


1or-General, and 
hundred paces 
Foreign Seere- 
nor-General for 
further extremity of the 

{9 guns was fired, and the 
edge of the carpet. The 













of her to call me 
Ts it true that you intend 
‘Yes; it is my duty to go there 
blessing I will go and will 
ter, the Shahjahan Begam, is 
r kindness.” He said, “ She is often in my 
he said, “ Do you intend to pay a visit 

» Sikri, &e. His Excellency is pleased at this 
2 he himself is fond of travel and visiting 
“ His tours are royal, and mine are to 
and improve my understanding, because 
sto be gained by travel.” Ston after- 
‘to our camp. On the 17th February, 
he 27th Shaban, we attended the 
Excelleney the Viceroy, and the 















rbar:— : 
inviting you to meet me here, 
place, to become acquainted 
to convey to you, in obe- 
which I received from 








chaye observed with satisfaction 


s 


CHAP. VL] JOURNEY TO AGRA, 99 


you have, many of you from considerable distance, assem- 
bled at this place. Having received during the course of 
the last fews days many of the principal personages among 
you in private Durkar, where I have had the opportunity 
of communicating my views on matters of interest an 
importance, I need not detain you on this occasion 
many words. 
“ Before taking leave of you, however, I desire to address 
to you collectively a few general remarks upon the present ‘ 
state of affairs in India and upon the duties which that 
state of affairs imposes upon us all. 
“ Peace, I need hardly remind you of the fact, now hap- 
pily prevails throughout the whole extent of this vast 
empire. Domestic treason has been crushed, and foreign 
enemies have been taught to respect the power of the 
arms of England. The British Government is desirous to 
take advantage of this favourable opportunity not to 
extend the bounds of its dominions, but to develope the 
resources and draw forth the natural wealth of India, and 
thus to promote the well-being and happiness both of the / 
rulers and of the people. a 
“ With this view many measures of improvement and 






progress have already been introduced, and among them I es: 
may name as most conspicuous the Railway and Electric | 
Telegraphs—those great discoveries of this age which have ; 
so largely increased the wealth and power of the mightiest 4 
nations of the west. 


“ By diffusing education among your vassals and depen- a 
dents, establishing schools, promoting the construction of 
good roads, and suppressing with the whole weight of your 
authority and influence barbarous usages and crimes, such tsa 
as infanticide, suttee, thuggee and dacoitee, you may, = = = 
Princes and Chiefs, effectually second these endeavours of — sats 
the British Government and secure for yourselves and your 
people a full share of the benefits which the measures to 
which I have alluded are calculated to confer up 
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accompanied her, On the 22nd Jamadi-ul-awal 1280 A. H, 
corresponding with the 5th November 1863 A.D. on a 
Thursday, she left Bhopal, and spent three days in the 
“ Farhat Afza” Bagh, outside the city, and se sent 
on her train of attendants of both sexes to the ne 

nearly a thousand on the road to Bombay, she 

her private servants, her mother and uncle, set out on the 
24th of the same month, and marched, stage by stage, as 
far as Mahargam, near the town of Barhanpatr, the furthest 
point to which the railway was then open; where they took 
the train for Bombay, which place they reached in safety 
on the 2nd of Rajab. Here three ships were engaged, two 
being sailing vessels, on which all her attendants and bag- 
gage were embarked, while she herself, accompanied by her 
mother, her uncle, the Minister of Bhopal, and her more 
immediate attendants, were accommodated on a steamer. 
They sailed on the 25th of Rajab 12380 A.H., correspond- 
ing with the 6th January 1864 A.D., and by God's bless- 
ing had a prosperous voyage to Jeddah, which was reached 
on the 13th of Shabén 1280 A.HL., corresponding with 
the 23rd January 1864 A.D.; and on the 17th of the same = 
month, at the time of vespers, they arrived in Holy Mecca — 
and perfotmed the prescribed observances; and on the 9th 
of Zilhij completed the rites of the Hajjul-Islam. Their 
proposed visit to the illustrious Medina was postponed | 
on account of the road being infested by Bedouins. On ; | 
the 14th of Zilhij of the same year, corresponding with 
the 21st of May, the port of Jeddah was reached, and sail- | 
ing thence in the steamer, accompanied by her mother, uncle, : ow 
and immediate attendants she arrived at Bombay on the — a 
5th Muharram 1281 A. HL, corresponding with Friday, the : 
10th of June 1864. Here she interchanged visits ~ 

the Governor and leading gentlemen of the place, and ae 
the 16th of | 1281 A. H,, corresponding with the 2ist 
July 1864, look rail for Mohiabad* (Poor : 
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enclosed by parallel walls, about 300 yards long, and breast 
high ; at the head end there is a small cupola and a similar 
cupola at the feet; while in the middle, where the waist 
would be, is a large dome, The shrine is surrounded as a 
large enclosure filled with graves. Syud Abdalla, Sh 
Mecca, and Izat Ahmad Pasha, Governor of Mecca, | 
the news of my coming, and wrote to me. After jeavang 
Jeddah, and before we had proceeded far, Suleman Beg, son 
of the Pasha, and the Sherif’s younger brother, each with 

a retinue of fifty Turkish cavalry, met us and performed the 
ceremony of istikbal. 

On the 17th Shaban, about vespers, the Holy Mecca was 
reached. We found 100 infantry in full uniform, with 
some cavalry, who had been sent by the Sherif of Mecca, 
drawn up for our reception. These men presented arms to 
us, while our ears were saluted by the voice of the Muezzin 
calling to vespers. We passed through the Bab-ul-Salim to 
the Ham Sherifa, and performed the observance of the 
Todf-i-qudoom, then the ceremony of “Sai,” and were on 
our way to the buildings reserved for the accommodation of 
the Hajjis, when the Sherif’s slaves came up and said that — 
the Sherif had found us separate apartments in his own 
house, to which we were to repair. We were received on ~ 
our arrival by the Sherif’s brother, who, after the first formal 
greetings, conducted us into a spacious house ; all the veran- 
dahs of which were covered with gold embroidered carpets 
of blue velvet. Some Abyssinian slaves, who stood respeet- 
fully at the edge of the carpet, requested us to partake of 
refreshments, but I hesitated to do so, on which Jafir Effendi, 
our interpreter, informed us, that to do so was inaccordance 
with the customsof the place, on which we sat down to: dinner, a 
Every variety of food in 500 dishes was set before us ;_ — 
when dinner was over, we retired to our sleeping 4 . 
ments. Next day the Sherif sent us trays of footie = 
morning and evening ; on the third day I took a house near — 
the Amar-bin-Akil. oh 1bY 
contains many large 
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again at pleasure. Each ward of the town contains large 
and beautifully built hot baths with separate accommoda- 
tion for the two sexes. The Zabida Khétun canal affords 
good and sweet water for drinking purposes. pn 
nates, water melons and cucumbers are imported 
and most excellent they are. The horses of Arabia, 
dlery and harness, both Persian and Turkish, equi no 
remark ; they should be seen to be properly appreciated. 
At all times of the night and day every kind of food can be 
procured in the bazars, but there is no salt in the stews 
and roasts, because it is the custom of the Darks to keep 
salt ground fine by them, and to add it when’ they take 
their meals according to taste. 

In the Masjid Al Haram are the five calls to prayer: 
and after midnight the call to “tahejd,” and in the 
morning the tahrim, and at the time of afternoon prayers 
the takbir,—all of which services are read in a loud voice. 
The tahrim is as follows: A man ascends to the top of a 
lofty tower in the early morning and chants in a loud voice 
some verses of the Koran, containing allusions to the 
majesty and powers of God and the unity of the Divinity, 
and His grace, merey and forgiveness, and he asks bless- — ie 
ings on the Prophet, his descendants and companions, This. 
talirim is a very inspiring and beautiful service, 

The buildings around the tomb of the Prophet are es 7 
colleges, and the chambers are called “ khalwat,” and in: 
them the pilgrims are housed. 

On the 16th Ramzan 1280 A. HL, I visited the Sherif at — 
his house, and after the “ istikbal” reached the palace, where 
three eunuchs conducted us to the first floor, and then 
withdrew to be succeeded by Georgian slave girls in clean 
dresses, who, in like manner, escorted us to the second floo 
and made way for the Egyptian women, who were drawn 
up in arow to receive us. sar peer pss the oa ae : 
fully led us up the stairs to the t storey, W ; 
oder by oa wives of the Sherif, and condueted into 
the hall of audience. The Sherif's sxe re 
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me, and advanced to the edge of the carpet to moct us ; 
then his two wives shook hands with us, and kissed us on 
both sides of the neck, on both cheeks and on our lips and 
chin, and, with the greatest politeness, led us to the centro 
seat in the room. The whole house was furnished with 
glass lamps and beautiful carpets. The Sherif’s wives were 
young and very beautiful, and from their heads to their 
waists were quite smothered in diamonds. They had silk 
'  kerchiefs, called in Arabic “asabah,” tied on their heads: 
and on their kerchiefs were set cirelets of diamonds in 
clusters like a coronet; their elegance and beauty was 
beyond description. The sprays of diamonds shook with the 
least motion when they spoke or moved. After an hour 
had elapsed, the Sherif asked leave to be introduced ; so he 
came and conversed with the greatest courtesy. Coffee, 
pomegranate sherbet, rosewater, and incense burning in a 
censer were set before us, and, according to Arab custom, I 
drank coffee and sherbet, and after fumigating my skirts 
and sleeves with the fragrant censer, took leave, the wives 
accompanying us to the door. 

Suleman Beg, son of the Pasha, is our authority for the 
statement that the monthly pay of each Turkish soldier is 
twenty karash, which amounts to Rs. 3-8 in Briti$h rupees, 
besides which his clothes, food three times a day, tea, coffee 
and uniform, are found for him by the State, so that the 
total cost of each man to the State is about Rs. 21. Muham- 
mad Husain, our interpreter, told us that gentlemen visiting 
the Sherif had to kiss the back of his hand before taking 
their seats, and that Bedouins and common people kiss 
the skirts of his coat, and attendants and slaves kiss the 
corner of his Divan, although this custom is not sanctioned 

__ by the divine law, but is disapproved and even condemned. 
____ Arafat* is nine coss (18 miles) from the abode of God 
cca), and there, on the 8th Zilhij, the clothing of abstt- 
is put on; the 9th is the day of the Haj. Clothed with 









* Arafat, a sacred hill. 
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the outward signs of abstinence,but with head bare, and conti- 
nually repeating the prayer, beginning Labek-alla-ham,* the 
pilgrims collect in this place which is covered with theirtents, 
There is no prohibition against eating or drinking; every man 
may cook and eat whatever he pleases, only he may not pass 
out of the bounds of Arafat. The priest arrives on a camel at 
the time of afternoon prayers, and ascends to the summit of 
Jabal Rahmat, where there is a pulpit, whence he reads the 
service (khutba) till vespers. “Wakuf” is the name 
given to this space of time; this wakuf is strictly enjoined, 
hut there is no divine sanction for ascending the hill; every 
one may stand where he pleases. Towards evening, one 
section of pilgrims, after sunset on that day leave Arafat 
and pass the night at Mazdulfah. Salutes are fired from 
the Turkish cannon, dragged to the place by Egyptian 
mules. In this procession the guns are loaded and fired 
without being halted for the purpose. This part of the cere- 
mony is, according to the law, an innovation and an error. 
On the 10th Zilhij, Mazdulfah is left in the early morning 
for Mand, whence the pilgrims go to Holy Mecca, and per- 
form the ceremony of walking round the tomb (Toaf) 
after which they return to Man& the same day and stay 
there for three days, performing the Rami-Jumar. These 
three days go by the name of tashrik; after their accom- 
plishment on the 12th or 18th of Zilhij, the pilgrims eome 
to Mecca, perform their farewell procession round the shrine, 
and then join their respective Kafilas, and start for their 
own countries. 

The day of the Haj presents a most marvellous spectacle. 
Thousands and tens of thousands of menand women, young 
and old, ignorant and learned, nobles and beggars, from 





* Labék—'The following is @ translation of this Braet: LT am 
nt, O God, in Thy service I am present; Tam present, Thou si 
Gpd alone, I am present in Thy service. Of a truth all praise, glory we 
power is Thine, and Thine alone. I am present in Thy boy 
cherisher of the world, I am present. O Thou = ok [am 
present in Thy service. I give Thee help in Thy work : all good is in 
Thy hands and all things incline to Thee. 
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far and near, clad in one dress, the outward sign of abstinence, 
are collected together, practice humility, confess their sins, 
and send up prayers for forgiveness, Tents of every colour 
are to be seen for miles, and all sorts of curiosities are to be 
met with in the bazar; countless numbers of camels and sheep 
are slaughtered. Every year the Sultan of Turkey sends 
a covering of black silk for the Kaaba, This is brought 
by the Egyptian Kafila on a pack camel, with great ccre- 
mony, honoured by an escort of Turkish soldiers. The 
animal selected is of great beauty, and is caparisoned with 
green velvet embroidered with gold. It is also accompanied 
by several other camels, also beautifully caparisoned and 
ready to carry the sacred pack, should any accident befall 
the camel originally selected. On the day of the Haj, this 
pack is halted at the foot of Jabal Rahmat, and after the 
Haj, is taken to Holy Meeca, when the covering of the pre- 
vious year is removed, and this one for the ensuing year is 
put on in its place. Of the old covering half is the peryuisite 
of the Shebi or Porter of the Kaaba, and the other half 
is divided among the attendants and ministers of the shrine, 
and by them sold in little pieces to the pilgrims as relics. 
The curtain over the door and the gold-embroidered “ waist- 
band” are the shares of the Sherif Sahib. The internal cover- 
ing of the tomb is of red silk, but is not changed every year ; 
it is only when a new Sultan of Turkey ascends the throne 
that anew covering is sent. Jaléluddin SyGti states in 
his book that the pack in which the covering of the Kaaba 
‘is carried, is returned to Egypt for good luck, and the day 
of its return is celebrated with rejoicings like the Ke. 
This unauthorised custom dates from the year 675 AH. 
inally the Kaaba was draped with a white cloth till 














time the custom has continued. 
Oth, and 14th Zilhij, a State procession 4s 
‘by the Sherif. In front are led twenty-two Arab 


2 8 and housings of gold and silver, stud- 
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coverings, two of which are for the Sherif Sahib’s special 
use, and have their necks adorned with strings of pearls, 
the value of which cannot be less than four lakhs of rupees 
(£40,000); behind them come 200 or 300 horsemen in 
Turkish costume; next a regiment of Turkish infantry ; 
next 400 slaves of the Sherifs all well-armed and well- 
dressed, then the Sherif’s sons and kinsmen mounted on 
horses with saddles of gold, followed by Elders, Arab Shaikhs, 
Turkish officers, and Abyssinian and Georgian slaves; next 
eome the various Arab clans and hermits, all on camels, to 
the number of nearly a thousand; and finally the Sherif 
Sahib himself, mounted on a horse, with jewelled furniture. 
The procession is accompanied by music. After the Haj, 
for three days the table of the Sherif is kept ready spread, 
and all visitors are entertained with food. 

Yelmalam is the name of a hill, before which, on the sea- 
shore, the pilgrims from India and Arabia don the garb of 
abstinence. This dress is as follows: The pilgrims first 
bathe and then gird a white cloth round their loins, and 
throw a white scarf over one shoulder. Women are not 
required to change their dress, but it is incumbent on them 
to wear no silk, nor to cover the face with their skirts 
when awake, nor to use either scent or antimony, nor to 
wear jewellery, nor to mingle with the other sex. The dress- 
ing of the hair with scented oil, and the use of combs, 
are forbidden, and the slaughter of any animal is prohibited 
until after the ceremonies of the Todf round the Holy 
Kaaba and the Sai, or race between Safi and Marwah, and 
the performance of the “ Korbani” and “Halk” be completed. 
Halk is the name given to the complete shaving of the 
head; and cutting a portion of the hair off with scissors 
is known as “Kasar,” or the shortcoming. It is the prac- 
tice for women to cut off a hand-breadth with scissors. 
« Korbani” is the name given to the sacrifice of some 
animal, either camel, goat or sheep, the clothing of 
which is given away in charity, and the meat may be eaten 


by all comers. 
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Six miles from Mecca in the mountains is a place called 
-Tundim, from whence a pilgrimage is made ; after dressing 
as above, and reciting two extra prayers, the pilgrims 
~come to Mecca calling out Labék by the way, and 
after observing the Toff they recite two extra prayers at 
the house of Abraham, run the race between Safa and 
Marwah, shave their heads, or cut their hair, and then 
divest themselves of their pilgrim’s dress. 
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Mecca but within the sacred precincts, where the Hajjis 
bathe before entering Holy Mecca. This bath is indispen- 
sable ; there is now a mosque near the spot. 

The Masjid Jarénah is eighteen miles from Mecca, and 
is also a starting place for the Hajjis, and this is called the 
long pilgrimage. 

The Jabal Nur,* Ghar—hara (the hill of light and the 
cave Hara) is within the holy precincts, but outside the 
town of Mecca. Here it was that the revelation of God first 
descended upon the Prophet. This mountain is nearly two 
miles high; there is an arched doorway over the mouth 
of the cave Hard, and the pilgrims have to recite two extra 

prayers. There is a mosque also on the Koh-i-ndr.* 
~The Jabal Sir is also included in the limits ofthe Haram 
but outside the town of Mecca, and is celebrated as the 
place where the Prophet of God offered prayers. The 
- Haijjis offer up two extra prayers in this place also, but it 
is not obligatory to visit this mountain. 
 ———_ Jinnat al Méalla is the name of the cemetery of Holy 
_- Mecea,; it contains many tombs of the elders of Islam, and 
___ ig _reyerently visited by the Hajjis. Veneration of the 
ese arted is enjoined by the sacred writings, especially of 
holy men and saints as are buried here. 
e ue of the Jinns is situated without the city of 
this spot that the Jinns came and pro- 
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Bérzdi Tui is the name of a well outside the city of 
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fessed their belief in the Prophet, Muselmens also offer 
up two extra prayers in the Shajra mosque, 

The hill Bukbis is near the sacred preeinets ; there thie 
Prophet of God was in the habit of worshipping; this 
hill is now covered with houses. 

Safa and Marwah are two hills between which there is 
now a bazar; near one corner of the Kaaba there is am 
arched doorway, the name of which is Safa ; opposite to it 
and at a distance of 250 paces is another hill, named Mar- 
wah, the space between has to be traversed seven times, 
prayers being offered up the while. Between them are two 
pillars, which are called miles; men have to run, but women 
are allowed to walk at their own pace. This running is 
called the “Sai” (Race). 

The precincts of the Holy Kaaba contain twenty-two 
gates, with one, two and three doors. The following is a 
list of them; On the western side, the Gate of Pilgrimage 
(Bab-i-Umra) ; (2) the Gate of Abraham ; (3) The Bab-al- 
bida (the gate Farewell); and on the south side, (4) Bab-a- 
Mahéni; (5) Bab Hakim-ul-Jadid; (6) Bab Sherif; 
(7) Bab-al-Akd ; (8) Bab-al Safi; (9) Bab-al-Bagla; (10) Bab- 
al-Rab, also called the Bab-al-Naush; on the east side, 
(11) Bab ‘Ali; (12) Bab Abbas; (13) Bab-al-Natr; 
(14) Bab-ul-Salams; and on the north side, (15) The Bab 
Dareba; (16) Bab Madrasa Sulemani; (17) Bab-al-Mahakma; 
(18) Bab-al-Ziyada; (19) Bab Kutbi; (20) Bab Basti; 
(21) Bab Madrasa Zamaniah ; (22) Bab-Atik. 

The well of Zam-Zam is inside the sacred precincts, andthe 
water of it is brackish ; although thousands of buckets of 
water, both night and day, are drawn out of it, the supply 
never diminshes in any season. This water is carried far way 
on account of its being holy ; people drink it standing ; its 

use for pouring over the body and for washing the hands and 
face is allowable, but for meaner purposes it is prohibited, 

In the four quarters of the blessed Mecca, the prayers of 
ahd Sit used. There are four pulpits: the 

b » Malik, and Janbali pulpits were built 


e eS) x ane. We ’ 
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Six miles from Mecca in the mountains is a place called 





® Tundim, from whence a | ul, image is made ; after dressing 
as above, and reciting two extra prayers, the pilgrims 
-come to Mecca calling out Labék by the way, ani 
after observing the Toff they recite two extra prayers at 
the house of Abraham, run the race between Safa and 
Marwah, shave their heads, or cut their hair, and then 
divest themselves of their pilgrim’s dress. 


Bérzdi Tui is the name of a well outside the city of 


Mecea but within the sacred precincts, where the Hajjis 
bathe before entering Holy Mecca. This bath is indispen- 
sable ; there is now a mosque near the spot. 

The Masjid Jarfnah is eighteen miles from Mecca, and 
is also a starting place for the Hajjis, and this is called the 
long pilgrimage. 

The Jabal Nur,* Ghar—hara (the hill of light and the 
cave Hara) is within the holy precincts, but outside the 
town of Mecca. Here it was that the revelation of God first 
descended upon the Prophet. This mountain is nearly two 
miles high; there is an arched doorway over the mouth 
of the cave Hard, and the pilgrims have to recite two extra 
prayers. There is a mosque also on the Koh-i-niir.* 

~The Jabal Sir is also included in the limits ofthe Haram 
but outside the town of Mecca, and is celebrated as the 
place where the Prophet of God offered prayers. The 
-__ Hajjis offer up two extra prayers in this place also, but it 
is not obligatory to visit this mountain. 
__ Jinn&t al Méalla is the name of the cemetery of Holy 
~ Mecca; it contains many tombs of the elders of Islam, and 
reyerently visited by the Hajjis. Veneration of the 
arted is enjoined by the sacred writings, especially of 
h holy men and saints as are buried here. 
ue of the Jinns is situated without the city of 
was on this spot that the Jinns came and py0- 

















h i-nur appears to be the same place—T he 
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fessed their belief in the Prophet. Musalmans also offer 
up two extra prayers in the Shajra mosque. 

The hill Bukbis is near the sacred precincts; there the 
Prophet of God was in the habit of worshipping; this 
hill is now covered with houses. 

Safa. and Marwah are two hills between which there is 
now a bazar; near one corner of the Kaaba there is an 
arched doorway, the name of which is Safé ; opposite to it 
and at a distance of 250 paces is another hill, named Mar- 
wah, the space between has to be traversed seven times, 
prayers being offered up the while. Between them are two 
pillars, which are called miles; men have to run, but women 
are allowed to walk at their own pace. This running is 
ealled the “Sai” (Race). 

The precincts of the Holy Kaaba contain twenty-two 
gates, with one, two and three doors. The following is a 
list of them: On the western side, the Gate of Pilgrimage 
(Bab-i-Umra) ; (2) the Gate of Abraham ; (3) The Bab-al- 
bida (the gate Farewell); and on the south side, (4) Bab-a- 
Mahéni; (5) Bab Hakim-ul-Jadid; (6) Bab Sherif; 
(7) Bab-al-Akd ; (8)Bab-al Safé; (9) Bab-al-Bagla; (10) Bab- 
al-Rab, also called the Bab-al-Naush; on the east side, 
(11) Bab “Ali; (12) Bab Abbas; (18) Bab-al-Natr; 
(14) Bab-ul-Salams; and on the north side, (15) The Bab 
Dareba; (16) Bab Madrasa Sulemani; (17) Bab-al-Mahakma; 
(18) Bab-al-Ziyada; (19) Bab Kutbi; (20) Bab Basti ; 
(21) Bab Madrasa Zamaniah ; (22) Bab-Atik. 

The well of Zam-Zam is inside the sacred precincts, and the 
water of it is brackish; although thousands of buckets of 
water, both night and day, are drawn out of it, the supply 
never diminshes in any season. This water is carried far way 
on account of its being holy; people drink i standing - 
use for pouring over the body and for washing the hands an 
face is allowable, but for meaner purposes it is prohibited. of 

In the four quarters of the blessed Mecea, the a x. 
the four doctrines are used. There are four pulpits = rt 
Honafi, Shafai, Malik, and Janbali pulpits were bull 
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in the time of the Abbaside Caliphs. Originally there 
used to be but one doctrine. The present building over 
the Kaaba was built by Amad Hajjaj bin Yusuf Shakti. 
The Makam of Abraham is opposite to the chamber of 
the Kaaba, and extra prayers are recited there after the Toaf, 
The pulpit is ascended every Friday and on the Ede-ul-Fitr 
by the priest, and the Khutba* is recited therefrom. 

The Library contains many thousand volumes on every 
subject arranged on bookshelves. It is frequently visited hy 
learned men, who sit and study there, but are not allowed 
to remove the books. 

The clock-house contains a collection of beautiful clocks 
and watches of every description of Turkish and European 
manufacture, and those skilled therein sit there and tind 
out the exact time for prayers, this is a heresy which has 
sprung up in these later times. There are 152 gilt minarets 
surmounting the walls of the Haram. 

The to’af, the blackstone, which stands in the corner of 
the chamber of the Kaaba, is kissed by the pilgrim, who 
then walks seven times round the building. This makes 
one Toaf, each separate circum-ambulation is called a Sha- 
wat, Rakan Yamaniis a corner of the chamber of the 

Kaaba, which the pilgrims touch with their hinds, which 
they then kiss. 

Round the Hatim isan enclosing wall of marble shaped 

like a bow; this used to be part of the Kaabah, but is now 

separate. Here extra prayers are read, and certain people 
~ here put on the pilgrim’s garb and go hence to the Hajj at 
 Avafit. Mizah Rahmat is the name of a spout through 
which rain-water from the roof of the mausoleum is carried, 
‘and falls into the Hatim, the mouth of the spout is of gold. 
year on the 10th Muharram all the male population, 
th Ramzan all the women, congregate in the 
e tomb from early morning till 9 a. M- “On 
-ul-awal and the first Friday in the month 
1 in praise of Muhammad, his successors and 
Vide Forbes’ Hindustani Dictionary. 
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Rajab and on the 27th Rajab and on the 15th Shaban and 
the first Friday in Ramzan and on the 27th and 15th of 
Zikat only men are allowed to enter the Kaaba, and separate 
dates are appointed for women. Every year three times 
on the 20th Rabi-ul-awal, 20th Zikat, 12th Muharram the 
Sherif and Pasha in person and the Shebi who keeps the 
keys of the Kaaba with two or three attendants wash the 
Kaaba twice with water, and a third time with rose water 
and rub the walls and doors with sandal wood powder weil 
attar of roses. This is not enjoined by the sacred writings 
but is done for the sake of cleanliness. Every, year on the 
25th Zikat the covering of God's seat is lifted from the 
ground to the height of a man and a white cloth is tied 
to it, and the common people call this the Ahram of the 
Kaaba. The total number of servants of the sacred 
precincts is 260, and there are 22 gateways, 12 large domes, 
172 gold minarets, and the expenses of the Kaaba amount 
to 80 lakhs of Turkish rupees annually. 





CHAPTER VIII. 

THE SECOND JOURNEY TO AKBARABAD, A TOUR TO VARIOUS 
CITIES, AND THE DEMISE OF MY SAINTED MOTHER, NOW IN 
HEAVE. 

Colonel Richard John Meade, Agent to the Governor- 

General for Central India, addressed my revered mother 

from Indore by letter, dated the 14th August 1866, to the 

effect that the Viceroy and Governor-General, the Grand 

Master of the Most Exalted Order of the Star of India, 

had informed him of his intention of holding a Durbar 

at Agra on the 10th of November, and that the investiture 
of certain Knights of the above Order would take place at 
the same time; that Her Highness was also invited to 
attend, and that to meet the Viceroy in such a Durbar was 
an honour; further that for Her Highness to take part in 
the Durbar in her character of Grand Commander of the 
Order, with the Grand Master of the Order was most 


appropriate and befitting. A reply to this was sent, that 
2 





a td ee is 
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she would with pleasure attend the Durbar, and then, 
according to custom, in concert with Major Osborne, C. B., 
Political Agent at Sehore, she made preparations for going 
to Agra. On the 19th of Jamadi-ul-awal 1283 A.H., her 
advanced tents were despatched, and she herself followed on 
the 21st attended by the officer's of State and her relatives. 
_ Agra was reached on the 21st of Jamadi-ul-Akhir. On 
the 2nd Rajab, corresponding with the 10th of November, 
on Saturday evening, the Governor-General arrived by rail 
from Calcutta, and on the 12th he met each Chief sepa- 
rately in priyate Durbar, and invited all the Chiefs to a 
public Durbar on the 19th of November. When all the 
Chiefs had assembled, the Governor-General himself 
entered, and, addressing himself to all the Chiefs, spoke 
as follows :*—“ Maharajas, Rajas and Sirdars,—It is with 
great satisfaction that I see you all assembled before me 
this day. I bid you all a hearty welcome to this famous 
city renowned for its splendid Taj ; and, above all, as having 
been in former days the seat of Government of the Great 
Emperor from whom it derives its name Akbarabéd. 

It is good for us thus to meet together: it is advanta- 
geous for me, as the Viceroy of the illustrious Queen of 
England and India to see and become acquainted with so 

_ many Chiefs of rank and reputation : and for you all, it is 
that you should be able to speak face to face with me, 
hear my views and wishes regarding the management 
respective territories. 
art of governing wisely and well is a difficult one, 
: ch is only to be attained by much thought, and care and 
Jabour, Few Kings and Chiefs in Hindustan have pos 
od the necessary qualifications because they have not 
e precaution, in their youth, to learn, to study, and 
ves ; nor did they care to have their so% 
succeed them, yell instructed and care- 
it has so often happened, that after 
November 29 
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a Chief has passed away, he has not been remembered as 
a good and wise Ruler. Great men, when living, often 
receive praise from their friends and adherents for virtad 
which they do not possess ; but it is only after this life is 
ended, that the real truth is told. Of all fame that such 
men can acquire, that alone is worth having which is 
accorded toa just and beneficent Ruler. The names of 
conquerors and heroes are forgotten, but those of virtuous 
and wise Chiefs live for ever. 

The days of war and rapine, it is to be hoped, have 
passed away from Hindustan, never to return. But 
perhaps some of the Chiefs now present can fecollect the 
oe in India, and all must have heard of the times, when 
neither the Palace of the Ruler nor the cottag 
peasant, nor the most sacred edifices of Hindu Ne 
madan, were safe from the hands of the plunderer and 
destroyer. In those days whole provinces were one scene 
of devastation and misery; and in vast tracts of country 
scarcely the light of a lamp was to be seen im a single 
village. English rule in India has put all this down. No 
longer is the country a waste and a wilderness, the abode 
of savage animals. Now it is to a great extent covered 
with populous villages, and rich with cultivation, and all 
the inhabitants are living in comparative safety under the 
shade of English power. 

But while such no doubt, to a great extent, is a true 
picture of the state of India, still when we enquire closely 
into the condition of different parts of the country, we 
cannot but perceive that much tyranny and oppression are 
still practised: that much individual suffering still exists : 
and that much crime escapes unpunished, That peace and 
security from outward violence which the British Govern- 
ment confers on your territories, you must extend to your 
people. None but the Rulers of their own lands can 
accomplish this ; and they only can do it by constant care 
and supervision, They have plenty of time to do all that 
is necessary, if they have only the will. Chiefs have 
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abundant time for their own pleasure and amusement, 
indeed many of them have more leisure than they can 
employ ; and are often weary from want of something (o 
interest them. Others again waste their time in disputes 
with their neighbours, in quarrels with their feudatories, 
and even in still less satisfactory ways. 

Tf a Chief will neglect his own proper duty, the care of his 
State, how can he expect that a deputy will perform it 
properly for him? Good laws and well selected officials 
carefully supervised, are necessary to insure good govern: 
ment. An efficient Police and a well-managed revenue are 
equally desfrable, so that people may live in safety and 
enjoy the fruits of their industry. Schools for the educa- 
tion of the young, and hospitals for the care of the sick, 
should also be established. Some Chiefs are perhaps in debt, 
and would find it difficult to do much in the way I have 
sketched, But other Chiefs have abundant revenues; and 
all I ask is that every Ruler should act according to his 

: means, Some among you vie with each other for prece- 
dence and feel aggrieved at the position you occupy. How 
much to the purpose it would be, if all would try who 
ean govern his country in the wisest manner: in this way 
there is abundance of scope for all. . 

The British Government will honour that Chief most who 
xcels in the good management of his people ; who does 
ost to put down crime and improve the condition of 
is country. There are Chiefs in this Durbar who have 

uired a reputation in this way. I may mention Mahara- 
jah Scindia and the Begam of Bhopal. The death of 
the late Nawab Ghaus Khan of Jowrah was a cause of grief 
to me, for I have heard that he was a wise and beneficent 

. The Rajah of Sectamow in Malwa is now ninety 

d, and yet it is said that he manages his country 
“well, ‘The Rajah of Khetri in Jaipur has beet 
‘honoured for the wise arrangements he has made 

t is to me a very great pleasure, when | 
eritorious conduct of any Chief, and I try and 
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make this known, so as to encourage other Rulers to follow 
his example, 

Kings and Chiefs in former times had no idea of 
opening out their countries. They often lived in diffi- 
cult and almost inaccessible positions, surrounding their 
palaces with all kinds of fortifications, out of which they 
seldom ventured to any distance, and then only when 
attended by as many soldiers and armed followers as they 
eould muster. As to travelling to see the wonders of other 
countries such an idea never entered their minds, or if it 
did, it was dismissed as utterly impracticable. Now the 
Princes of Hindustan have little hesitation in moving from 
one place to another at a distance from their own territories, 
and some Chiefs have become so enlightened and far-seeing 
as to be willing to have roads made through the length and 
breadth of their lands and some have contributed annually 
considerable sums for this purpose. I hope that others 
will follow their example, and do all they can to construct 
roads, canals, and wells in their country, thus enriching 
themselves and their people. 

[ will now conclude by wishing you all again a welcome 
to Agra, and trust that what you will have seen and heard, 
and the general reception you have received, may make 
you long remember this Durbar. I have but one object, 
namely, that you should try and govern your people 
well and thus conduce to your own good name and their 
happiness.” 

The Durbar then broke up and on Thursday, the 22nd 
of November i866, the Governor-General left Akbarabad 
for Gwalior, and the Chiefs all left for their respective 
States. On the 15th Rajab, corresponding with the 23rd 
of November, my sainted mother went by rail to see the 
city of Shahjahanabad and on the 23rd (Rajab) returned to 
Agra; and on the 26th visited Fatehpur Sikri which she 
left on the 30th for Bhartptir; and after spending the 2nd 
Shaban at Deeg, the 4th at Goberdhan, the 7th at Muttra, 


returned to Agra on the 10th Shaban, whence she marched 













BHOPAL. 


holpur on the 19th and Gwalior 
29th, and the city of Jhansi 
town of Sewans in Bhopal 
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ec it m } al 
“gerritory on the 20th, and on the 3rd Shawal, cor- 
~ yesponding with the 9th of February 1867 safely returned 


to Bhopal. 

Fen In this journey the expenses were more than ordinarily 
heavy; the nazar to the Governor-General cost Rs. 27,155-0-9 
and the travelling expenses amounted to Rs. 75,070-0-3, 

making a total of Rs. 1,02,205-1-0. 

Fatehpur is 12 coss (24 miles) from Agra and 25 (50 

’ miles) from Deeg which is 6 coss (12 miles) from Gober- 
dhan. The following is a short account of these places. 

‘Tho buildings of Fatehpur Sikri which are of stone and 

very fine, are the work of the Emperor Akbar. Within the 

Fort there is a stone mosque, in the courtyard of which is 

the tomb of Salim Chishti containing a lattice work screen in 

marble of great delicacy and beauty ; inside the mausoleum 

there are mosaics in mother-of-pearl. In the courtyard 

there is a reservoir for water; and on the south of the 

courtyard a large and lofty gateway from the top of 

which the Taj at Agra cap be seen. There is also 

~ another reservoir of water outside the gate. There are also 

many other buildings of Akbar’s Court besides the above, 

for instance, the house of Rajah Birbal and others, which 

now uncared for and in ruins ; there are many runnels 

rater and many reservoirs. The following lines are 

2 ‘the mosque and tomb: “In the reign of the 

Emperor Akbar who brought his dominions to prosperity, 

Ghaikh-ul-Islam built this mosque which for beauty 

the Kaabah, the year of the completion of this lofty 

o saw arise a second Majid-ul-haram.” 
rate of the faith and Holy Guide Shaikh Salim 
holiness is Janed and Taifur, he illum’ 
the family of Chisht, he is the most 

Faridganj Shakar, Let not thine eyes — 

« not of thyself, but 

















be steadfast to 
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God, so the year of his passing away will be known through- 
out all ages.”* 

Deeg is in the country of the Rajah of Bhartpur, its 
buildings of stone and gay flower gardens are very pic- 
turesque. There is one building of white marble to which 
hundreds of fountains are attached, the reservoir to feed 
the fountains is a large tank with wells at each of the 
four corners, from which the water is drawn to fill the 


reservoir. When all the fountains are at play, the sun’s 
rays shining through the water make an arch like a rain- 
bow. The buildings of this place are worth seeing but 
are in the Hindu style. The roofs are low and the rooms 
gloomy. 


Yoberdhan is the name of a hill to accomplish the 
cireuit of which is an act of great piety according to the 
Hindu religion, There is a road round the hill, some 
Hindus perform the circuit at a foot’s pace, others measure 
their length on the ground round it, others with their hands 
clasped in devotion. There is a small masonry tank on 
this hill, on the banks of which is an upright stone fixed 
inthe earth about the height of a man, which is con- 
sidered to be the top> knot of the hill, and is an object of 
worship. 

After her return from this journey and tour, the health 
of my revered mother began to fail; she was attacked by 
disease of the kidneys, and notwithstanding that she was 
the care of both “ Yunani "+ practitioners 
doctors she got no better, but the disease 
gained on her. She suffered from great weakness, her 
vital heat failed and at length she passed away from this 
transitory world after Vespers on the 13th of the month 
Rajab 1285 A.H., at the age of 51 years 8 months and 15 


put under 


and English 





* Jn the Persian, the date is given by one of the words, the letters of 
which, combined as numerals, give the year of his death by the Hijra era. 

+ Chutia is the lock of hair on the crown of the head which all 
Hindus allow to grow to its full length. 

t Yunan—Persian name of Greece. 
























was buried in the 
had laid out, In 
er will that her burial 
e with the true faith, no 
8, which was enclosed by a 


d in perfeet good faith the 
ession of their estates, she pro- 
dignities and titles and treated all 
nily with great affection. With great 
d the practice of entering the words 
grants instead of the words “from 
” which had hitherto been entered 
It isa happy coincidence that the 
revered mother departed this life wit- 
of many celebrated men of learning 
Khan “Ghalib” (poet) of Delhi, who 
of Arfi and Naziri, he died on the second 
‘year, also Afzal ud Daulah, Thaniyat Ali 
i f Haidarabad in the Deccan,’ who i0 the 
outh on the 14th of the same month and 
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CHAPTER I. Bie 


THE HISTORY OF THIS SUPPLIANT AT THE THRESHOLD OP 
GOD, FROM THE DAY OF HER BIRTH TO HER A 
AND A NARRATIVE OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE STATE 
UP TO THE END OF HER TOUR IN THE SOUTHERN DIVI- 
SION OF THE STATE OF BHOPAL. 2 


I was born on the 6th of the month Jamadi-al-awali 
1254 A.H., and 1245 Fasli, corresponding with the 20th of 
July 1838 A.D., in the Fort of Islamnagar, and was set 
upon the throne of the State of Bhopal on the 15th of 
Muharram 1263 A.H., and 1254 Fasli, corresponding with 
the 4th of January 1847 A.D. On the 9th of Jamad 
awali of this year corresponding with the 2. 
Sunday, my mother celebrated the occasion of my 
being pierced with great rejoicings. On the 15th of Rajat 
1266 A.H., and 1256 Fasli, corresponding with the 24th 
May 1850, the day being Friday, magnificent : 
held at a vast expense in honour of my h rei 
Koran through to the end. I read the usual Persian ré . 
ing books and acquired a knowledge of reading, writing, 
accounts and the conduct of State affairs. 

On the 11th of Zikat 1271 A.H.,, and 1262 Fasli 
ponding with the 26th of July 1855 A.D. 
took place as has been related in the second 
second part,and on the 27th Zikat 1274 A.H. 
corresponding with the 9th July 1858, I gave 
Nawab Sultan Jahan Begam, and on the h 
AHL, answering st of May 1860,1 vo 
the title of Ru mothe and became 
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daughter the Suleman Jahan Begam who died on the 13th 
Muharram 1282 A.H., her tomb is in the Nur Bagh, and the 
Sulemani school and mosque called after her name will be 
mementos of her in this State. 
On the 2lst Safar 1284 A.H., occurred the death of 

Nawab Baki Muhammad Khan, my husband. He fell ill 
while at Mecea, and returned to Bhopal in the height of 
his illness; notwithstanding his treatment under the 
Yunani and English system of medicine he obtained no 
relief; after his death he was buried in his own garden. On 
the 13th Rajab 1285 A.H., my revered mother passed 
away, as has been related in the 8th Chapter of Part II 
‘After her departure to Paradise, all the business of the 
State was suspended for three days, according to custom, 
and the prescribed lamentations were performed. Great re- 
gret was expressed by the British officers. In the towns of 
Sehore the seat of the Political Agency, and of Indore, of 
the Agency to the Governor-General, all the forms of public 
mourning observed by European nations were gone through, 
such as closing the shops and offices, &c. Inasmuch as 
this day must at some time be undergone by every living 
being, and resignation to the will of God is our 
refuge, therefore after waiting the above interval, on the 
17th Rajab of the same year, the ordinary administration of 
the affairs of the State was undertaken by me. 

~ On Tuesday the Ist of Shaban 1285 Ae, correspond- 
ing with the 16th November 1868 A.D., Colonel Osborne 
> OB, Political Agent of Bhopal, and Colonel Meade, Agent 
% to the Governor-General for Central India, honoured Bhopal 

with their presence, and at 7 o'clock in the morning P'° 

 eeeded to invest me as Ruler, delivering to me on behalf of 
“His Lordship the Governor-General a letter acknowledging 


as Chief, and my daughter the Nawab Sultan J cme 
egam as Heir-apparent. The artillery fired a salute ; me 
ors of State and members of my family presented me with 
and [and the Heir-apparent both delivered speeches 


‘The English gentlemen offered me many kind and 
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gracious congratulations on the occasion. They published 
in Bhopal a proclamation announcing my accession, after 
which they took leave and departed for Sehore and Indore 
respectively. The following is the speech delivered in 
Durbar by me: “ First and foremost I render thanks to my 
God, that I am the daughter of the Nawab Sikandar 
Begam, Ruler of Bhopal, who was proved by the English 
Government faithful, staunch, far-seeing and of great 
capacity for administration. Secondly I return thanks to 
my Sovereign the Great Queen Victoria, Queen of Hindus- 
tan and England and to her Ministers for the great favours 
shown to my mother the Sikandar Begam, first in placing 
her on the throne of her father Nazir-ud-daula Nawab 
Nazar Muhammad Khan and making her Ruler; secondly in 
increasing her dignity, when her loyalty and fidelity had 
stood the test of trial, by granting her the Pargana of 
Bairesia, conferring upon her the Star of India and raising 
her to a first class feudatory Chief. Thirdly in the compli-+ 
mentary notice by the Viceroy of the merits of her admi- 
nistration and the active part she herself took in promoting 

the welfare of her subjects. In the Durbar at Agra in the 

of the most renowned Chiefs of India there 

Viceroy called attention to her administration 

to be followed, and honoured her more than the 

Now after her death the Viceroy has appointed 


presence 
assembled, the 
as an example 
other Chiefs. 


me to suceeed her. 
«J thank Colonel Meade, Agent to the Governor-General 


for Central India, for acceding to my request by honouring 
Bhopal with his presence and for investing me as Ruler, 
and acknowledging my daughter as Heir-apparent in the 
same manner that Sir Richmond Shakespear invested my 
mother as Ruler and me as Heir-apparent. I also thank 
Colonel Osborne, Political Agent in Bhopal, for the unremit- 
ting attention which he paid to the Nawab Sikandar 
Begam during her illness im obtaining the best advice for 
: + her death he lost no time in report- 


ing the oecurrence to the Supreme Government according 
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to precedent, and I thank him for continuing to me the sup- 
port and countenance which he always showed to tie 
Sikandar Begam, and for maintaining at my accession the 
same ceremonies which were observed at that of my late 
mother. I shall be mindful of the great kindness shown 
by my Sovereign and these her servants to the end of my 
days, and I now pray to the merciful God that my whole 
life may be spent like my mother’s in loyalty to the Eng 
lish Government, in improving the administration of the 
state of Bhopal and ameliorating the condition of my 
subjects.” : 

The following is the speech of the Light of my Eyes, the 
Sultan Jahan Begam favoured of fortune, may her days be 
long! “Thanks be to God who of his exceeding great 
kindness has advanced me to this dignity, and I thank His 
Lordship the Governor-General and the Agent to the 
Governor-General for Central India, and the Political Agent 
of Bhopal who have appointed me Heir-apparent and my 
mother Ruler of Bhopal : I trust that the merciful God will 
keep me loyal to the British Government during the whol 
of my life.” 

This is a copy of the Proclamation which was promul- 
gated by Colonel R. J. Meade, CSL, Agend to the 
Governor-General for Central India, to all subjects and 
nobles of the State of Bhopal :— 

“To all whom it may concern, be it known, that the 
Nawab Shahjahan Begam, after the death of her beloved 
father, the Nawab Jahangir Muhammad Khan, was, on the 
4th December 1846 A.D., with the sanction of the Govern- 
ment of India, proclaimed Ruler of the State of Bhopal, 
and her mother, the Nawab Sikandar Begam, was appointed 
Regent during her minority ; and when the Nawab Shah- 
aE jahan Begam attained her majority on the 20th July 1859, 
or Hutchinson, the Political Agent of Bhopal at that 
e, was instructed to enquire of her whether she wished 
-e the direction of affairs into her own hands or no, t? 
| she replied that she surrendered of her own free 
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will the supreme authority to the Nawab Sikandar Begam 
for her life; subsequently she addressed a letter pro forma 
on the 13th of December 1859, to Sir Richmond Shakespear, 
Agent to the Governor-General for Central India, that it 
was proper for the British Government to grant the Nawab 
Sikandar Begam two boons, viz., the dignity of Regent 
and the authority of Ruler. Accordingly the purport of this 
letter was communicated to Government, and His Excel- 
lency the Governor-General instructed his Agent for 
Central India to publish to the people, officers, and nobles 
of Bhopal, that the Nawab Sikandar Begam was recog- 
nised as Ruler during her lifetime, and the Nawab Shah- 
jahan Begam as her Heir-apparent and the succession was 
confirmed to her issue, and the English Government pledged 
itself to uphold this arrangement, therefore a proclamation 
to this effect was issued from the office of the Agent to the 
Governor-General for Central India on the 17th December 
1859 A.D., and the Nawab Sikandar Begam according 
to the written agreement of the Nawab Shahjahan Begam, 
with the sanction of Government, was made Ruler of the 
State of Bhopal on the 1st of May 1860, and remained 
Ruler with a high character for justice and administration 
up to the day of her death. Now, whereas on the 30th 
October of this year, the Nawab Sikandar Begam departed 
from this transitory life to eternity as had been reported 
to Government, and Government has a second time sanc- 
tioned the appointment of the Nawab Shahjahan Begam 
as the rightful Ruler of Bhopal, and her daughter the Sultan 
Jahan Begam as her Heir-apparent, with succession to her 
issue, therefore the Nawab Shahjahan Begam has this day, 
in a public Durbar of her officers, chiefs, nobles, relatives 
and officers of State, in the presence of the Agent to the 
Governor-General for Central India, the Political Agent in 
Bhopal, and other gentlemen of rank, taken her seat upon the 
“Masnad” of the State of Bhopal, and the Nawab Sultan 
Jahan Begam has been appointed Heir-apparent thereto ; 
and by means of this Proclamation all the subjects, nobles, 
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relatives, jaghirdars and officers of the State of Bhopal 
ave informed hereof and all people are warned to blew. 
ledge the Nawab Shahjahan Begam as their constitute:| 

_ Ruler, and to render her a true and hearty obedience with 
all readiness, loyalty, and zeal.” 

After the ceremonies attending my accession were over, 
I took upon myself all the daily administrative an 
executive functions of Government. In the month of 
Ramzan I performed the customary fast and prayers. In 
the month of Shawal, I entertained the English visitors 
and the nobles my friends and relations in the State in 
honour of tny accession, It is superfluous to enter into a 
detailed deseription of the festivities. 

T next looked over the treasury, and counted the jewels 
and robes of my revered mother’s “Toshakhana.”* So! 
jewels to the value of Rs. 72,955-5-9, which my mother hal 
selected and caused to be put away in her wardrobe, but 
the price of which had not been agreed upon owing to her 
failing health, were returned by me, as their purchase did 
not appear to me to be necessary, and with regard to the 
debt on my mother’s private estate amounting to Rs. 
1,25,688-9-3, and state debt of Rs. 5,52,752-11-3, making 
a total of Rs. 6,78,471-4-6, arrangements were» made for 
paying off the amount by instalments. In the present year, 

_ 1289 A.H, by God’s blessing, the debt has been paid off. 

Petitions, letters, and reports in revenue, civil, criminal 
eases, and reports from the Vakil’s office, Commissioners 
of Divisions and District offices, and the Customs offices 
of Bhopal had accumulated to the number of 4,086 in 
he fourteen years preceding the late Begam’s death, conse 
t on Her Highness’ inability to attend to them from 
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want of time, through her travels in Hindustan, her 
pilgrimages to Mecca, and from ill-health. Suitors in con- 
sequence were clamorous for justice. I therefore heard 
each petition one by one, and. by God’s help passed final 
orders on them, besides disposing of the cases which had 
been referred to the Councils in the late Begam’s reign. 

Whereas there were many complaints that cases of long 
standing were lying undecided in the various courts, I 
eaused lists to be prepared of pending cases in the courts 
of the first and second Ministers and the Commissioners 
of the three Divisions, and the Customs and Judicial 
officers, from which it was ascertained that 16,631 cases 
remained undisposed of. These longstanding cases were 
referred for enquiry and decision to the Heads of the 
respective Offices to which they belonged, and a suitable 
term was fixed within which the incomplete cases were to 
be finished, and if within the competence of the Head of 
the Office he was to decide them; but if they exceeded his 
jurisdiction they were to be sent to my Court for disposal, 
and subsequently in consideration of the great number of 
eases of long standing in some of the Offices, an extra 
establishment was entertained for their disposal. 

The poorer inhabitants of the city of Bhopal had long 
complained of the dearness of corn; the cause of which 
appeared to be that, although in former times and up to 
the early days of the Sikandar Begam’s reign, plenty of 
corn used to be brought into Bhopal and sold there by the 
zemindars, yet on the establishment of the rule that a 
remission of half the tax should be made on all corn purchased 
for the use of British cantonments, &c., while no remission 
was made on corn brought to Bhopal for sale, a much smaller 
quantity was imported into the city on account of the 
full tax being enforced, and corn was always dear in the 
city. I thought this unfair to my subjects and unjust that 


igners should be allowed to profit by the reduction of 
ects of Bhopal were burdened 


rdingly on the 10th February 


fore 
the tax, while my own subj 
with the full impost; acco 
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relatives, jaghirdars and officers of the State of Bhopal 
are informed hereof and all people are warned to ise. 
ledge the Nawab Shahjahan Begam as their constituted 
Ruler, and to render her a true and hearty obedience with 
all readiness, loyalty, and zeal.” 

After the ceremonies attending my accession were over 
I took upon myself all the daily administrative and 
executive functions of Government. In the month of 
Ramzan I performed the customary fast and prayers. In 
the month of Shawal, I entertained the English Visitors 
and the nobles my friends and relations in the State in 
honour of iny accession. It is superfluous to enter into a 
detailed description of the festivities. 

I next looked over the treasury, and counted the jewels 
and robes of my revered mother's “ Toshakhana.”* Set 
jewels to the value of Rs. 72,955-5-9, which my mother had 
selected and caused to be put away in her wardrobe, but 
the price of which had not been agreed upon owing to her 
failing health, were returned by me, as their purchase did 
not appear to me to be necessary, and with regard to the 
debt on my mother’s private estate amounting to Rs. 
1,25,688-9-8, and state debt of Rs. 5,52,752-11-3, making 
a total of Rs. 6,78,471-4-6, arrangements were» made for 
paying off the amount by instalments. In the present year, 
. 1289 AH, by God’s blessing, the debt has been paid off. 

f _ Petitions, letters, and reports in revenue, civil, criminal 
eases, and reports from the Vakil’s office, Commissioners 
of Divisions and District offices, and the Customs offices 

of Bhopal had accumulated to the number of 4,086 in 
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nt on Her Highness’ inability to attend to them from 
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want of time, through her travels in Hindustan, her 
pilgrimages to Mecca, and from ill-health. Suitors in con- 
sequence were clamorous for justice. I therefore heard 
each petition one by one, and.by God’s help passed final 
orders on them, besides disposing of the cases which had 
been referred to the Councils in the late Begam’s reign. 
Whereas there were many complaints that cases of long 
standing were lying undecided in the various courts, I 
caused lists to be prepared of pending cases in the courts 
of the first and second Ministers and the Commissioners 
of the three Divisions, and the Customs and Judicial 
officers, from which it was ascertained that 16,631 cases 
yemained undisposed of. These longstanding cases were 
referred for enquiry and decision to the Heads of the 
respective Offices to which they belonged, and a suitable 
term was fixed within which the incomplete cases were to 
be finished, and if within the competence of the Head of 
the Office he was to decide them; but if they exceeded his 
jurisdiction they were to be sent to my Court for disposal, 
and subsequently in consideration of the great number of 
cases of long standing in some of the Offices, an extra 
establishment was entertained for their disposal. 
Jitants of the city of Bhopal had long 
complained of the dearness of corn; the cause of which 
appeared to be that, although in former times and up to 
the early days of the Sikandar Begam’s reign, plenty of 
corn used to be brought into Bhopal and sold there by the 
zemindars, yet on the establishment of the rule that a 
remission of half the tax should be made on all corn purchased 
for the use of British cantonments, &c., while no remission 
was made on corn brought to Bhopal for sale, a much smaller 
quantity was imported into the city on account of the 
full tax being enforced, and corn was always dear in the 
city. I thought this unfair to my subjects and unjust that 
foreigners should be allowed to profit by the reduction of 
ta of Bhopal were burdened 


the tax, whilemy own subjects 
with the full impost; accordingly on the 10th February 
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1869, corresponding with the 27th of Shawal 1285 AH 
orders were issued to the chief customs officer, that 


whereas the inhabitants of Bhopal were more worthy of 
consideration than foreigners, therefore, with the view of 


ameliorating the condition of the people, the tax on grain 
gram, &c., imported from other parts of Bhopal into the 
city, should cease to be levied from the Ist Muharram 12s) 
A.H., corresponding with the 14th of April 1869. 

The Cavalry and Infantry whose uniforms are red, and 


the troops of black-coated cavalry attached to the offices of 


the First Minister and the Vakil, had long complained that 
their duties, and expenses in maintaining their horses and 
uniforms, were heavier than those of the forees employed in 
the country, though they received the same pay, accordingly, 
from the 1st Muharram 1286 A.H., their pay was raised by 
the sum of Rs. 18,780 distributed proportionately over the 
different ranks. 

From one cause or another, the late Begam had not visited 
her provinces for eighteen years, and the peasantry and other 
inhabitants of the interior were loud in their complaints of 
the oppression of the tax-collectors ; charges of their corrup- 
tion and extortion were repeatedly coming to our ears, it 
was necessary to relieve our oppressed subjects ard to inflict 
a well-merited punishment on unjust officials, therefore not- 
withstanding that the cold weather had come to an end and 
the season for travelling had passed, I left Bhopal on Satur- 

day the last day of Shawal, corresponding with the 15th 
February 1869, for a progress through my southern provinces, 
which comprise eight sub-divisions, of which Chipanir was 
the first visited. 
A narrative of my towr im the southern division —On 
ur arrival at the above town on the 4th of Zikat 1285 AH. 
ponding with the 18th February, the village headmen, 
ies, feoffees and grantees, bankers and village waten- 
on being collected, a proclamation, as follows, was read to 
e crowd assembled:—It is seventeen years since this 
was visited by the Ruler, although every year the 
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Commissioner, and every third year the Deputy of the 
First Minister comes here. I have now determined that 
any wrong and oppression suffered by you during this 
time at the hands of any official of this State, whether 
high or low, shall, after enquiry made, be redressed, and 
the wrong-doers be adequately punished for their corrup- 
tion and bribery; therefore whoever has been aggrieved 
in any way by Tahsildars or thanadars, past or present, 
or their subordinates, or by the Commissioners and their 
officials, or by the First Minister's Deputies and their 
underlings, or by the Customs officers of all grades and 
their subordinates, let him come forward without fear and 
lodge his complaint, the allegations of tyranny and oppres- 
sion on the part of the servants of the State shall be 
fully enquired into in our own presence, and if you are 
afraid of these officials as not to make a true 
disclosure, which should subsequently be brought to light, 
then, on proof being forthcoming, both the corrupt official 
and you who have sereened his guilt shall alike receive 
punishment. 

And the second proclamation was as follows :—Let all 
persons from whom demands unauthorized by the State, 
such as fees* on marriages, &e., have been exacted by 
collectors past or present, and by former or present Thana- 
1 and declare them that the exactors 
may be punished and restitution may be made. 

And the third proclamation was to this effect, that 
ant or official of the State of Bhopal take 
a bribe, and information of this be given to the ruler, 
then, on the bribe being proved, adequate punishment shall 
be meted out to the offender, and even if the offence be 
not proved, the informer shall not be punished. Pie 

After this a general examination was made © 
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the subordinates in the al police 


still so 


dars, come forware 
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outposts, and my custom's Departments; and such as wore 
incompetent or physically unfit, or had been detected in any 
as crime, were dischar; d and others appointed in their places ; 
such sepoys and clerks whose descriptive rolls had been 
omitted by the negligence of the collectors; but who had 
performed their prescribed duties, were enrolled up to the 
prescribed numbers; the subordinates in the land Revenue, 
op Police and Cus oms Department in Chipanir were required 
__ to take the oath of allegiance in the same way as the clerks 
and writers of the city of Bhopal. The Revenue, Police 
a and Customs offices of Chipanir were examined, and written 
directions Were drawn up to remedy such defects as were 
observed. 

Next, enquiries were made in my own presence into the 
petition of those applicants in the district who had 
brought charges of bribery on the part of officials, or em- 
bezzlement of Government revenue or extortion on the 
part of the farmers, and orders for punishment were passed 
on some during my tour, but those which required a more 
prolonged investigation were postponed till my return to 
“iy Bhopal. The petitions relating to Civil, Criminal, and 
‘Revenue cases were referred, according to the ordinary 
‘procedure, to the Collectors, Police Officers, Comfnissioners, 
Customs officers and to the First Minister; and all monies 
-extorted by collectors and farmers were restored to the 
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which fines were inflicted. After visitingChandpura and 
the Fort of Chokigarh, we went to the town of Kaliakheri, 
the head-quarters of the southern Division, and in every 
district visited, the procedure adopted at Chipanir was 
followed, and on the 27th Muharram we returned in safety 


to Bhopal. 

In this tour, through eight districts of the southern divi- 
sion, 4360 complaints were gone into, orders passed, and 
a complete report of the tour drawn up, @ copy of which, 


according to the established practice, was forwarded for the 
information of the Political Agent of Bhopal. 

On the 27th Jamadi-ul-akhir 1286 A.H., corresponding 
with the 4th of October 1869. Colonel Edward Thompson, 
Officiating Political Agent of Bhopal, sent me a kharita to 
the following effects :—* A report of your good management 
and ability, your excellent administration of the State, with 
the zeal and energy shown in your braving the extreme 
heat of summer and the noxious hot winds, to improve 


through the / 


letter has been rec 
ment of India, of the 
the Agent to the Governor 


wise zeal and energy of Her 
in extirpating the corruption 
and carrying out new an 
show conclusively that 
emulate her mother to gove 
enlightened spirit, to discoun 
and to adopt measures which 


the effect that His Excellency th 
General of India has perused 
and interest the report, in which 


d beneficial reforms. 
Her Highness is determined to 
rn her State in a liberal and : 
tenance fraud and oppression, 

and 


your administration and to promote the comfort of your 
subjects, was forwarded by me, together with a translation 
of the narrative of your tour in the South, and your pro-- 
ceedings for bettering the condition of your people, 
Agent to the Governor-General for Central 
India to the Supreme Government. In reply to this a 
~eived from the Secretary to the Govern- 
date of September 21st, addressed to 
General for Central India, to 
e Viceroy and Governor- 
with great satisfaction 
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Highness the Begam of Bhopal 
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prosperity of all classes of her subjects. The course taken 
‘by Her Highness, in this view, would, in the opinion of His 
Excellency in Council, reflect eredit on the administration of 
old and experienced Rulers of States. His Excellency in 
Council will have much pleasure in giving publicity to Her 
Highness’ memorandum, and in transmitting copies thereof 


‘at an early date for the perusal of the Secretary of 


State.” ere? 

“Tt is with great pleasure and satisfaction that I send you 
‘acopy and translation of the above letter, which is the 
strongest proof of your appreciation by the Government of 
India and the best evidence of your worth and ability, and 
I beg to add that the approbation of His Excellency the 
Governor-General of India and the widespread reputation 
of your Highness for good administrative ability, is a direct 
reward of those hearty labours undergone by your Highness 
for the welfare of your State. I feel assured that the 
praises and commendation of the British Government for 
your enlightened measures, will afford a pleasing incite- 
ment to you to continue in the same paths of progress and 
- loyalty to the English Government, and that the Almighty 
God will increase your virtue and wisdom already known 
throughout the world.” ; 

: Subsequently on the 6th Zikat 1286, or 7th February 1870, 
- AD., Colonel Ousely, Officiating Political Agent of Bhopal, 
- informed me of a despatch received by His Excellency the 
Governor-General from His Grace the Duke of Argyll, Secre- 
tary of State for India to this effect: “It is gratifying to 
earn that Her Highness Shahjahan has already given proof 
‘of her desire to conduct the affairs of her State in the 
and enlightened spirit which distinguished the late 
ndar Begam during a long course of years with such 
“to all classes of her subjects, and Her 
nent concur in the sentiments of approval 
‘be conveyed to Her Highness Shahjahan 
reforms she has effected in the Bhopal 
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CHAPTER II. 

CONTAINS A NOTICE OF THE RECEIPT OF A FIRMAN FROM 
HER GRACIOUS MAJESTY, AND THE NARRATION OF MY 
JOURNEY TO CALCUTTA, AND THE REPORT OF MY TOUR 
IN ‘THE WESTERN DIVISION OF MY BHOPAL DOMINIONS, 
TOGETHER WITH A NOTICE OF THE REFORMS INTRODUCED, 

On the 2nd of September 1869 INAD) Colonel Edward 

Thompson, Officiating Political Agent in Bhopal, sent me 

a kharita,* in which was enclosed an English letter from 

the Duke of Argyll, Secretary of State for India, to my 

address. Theletter is annexed— 
To Her Hicuness THE Nawab SHAHJAHAN 
Becam oF BHOPAL. 

My ESTEEMED FRIEND,—I have received the commands of 
the Queen to communicate to your Highness the sincere 
regret with which Her Majesty has learnt the death of 
your mother, Her Highness the late Nawab Sikandar Begam 
of Bhopal, and to offer to you her affectionate condolence 
on this much lamented event. And I am at the same time 
to express to you Her Majesty’s gracious assurance that 
she feels every confidence that your Highness will adminis- 
ter the country under your charge with the wisdom and 
benevolence which characterized the government of the 
illustrious Princess whom you have succeeded. 

That your Highness may enjoy length of days and con- 
tinued prosperity is the heartfelt desire of your Highness’ 
sincere friend and well-wisher 

ARGYLL, 

Dated 31st July 1869. 

I replied to the Secretary of 


rinces are enclosed in a kineob bag the 
to which the State seal is attached. 
hich is the Hindustani for the 


State, and enclosed my 
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prosperity of all classes of her subjects. The course taken 
by Her Highness, in this view, would, in the opinion of His 
Excellency in Council, reflect credit on the administration of 
old and experienced Rulers of States. His Excellency in 
Council will have much pleasure in giving publicity to Her 
Highness’ memorandum, and in transmitting copies thereof 
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at an early date for the perusal of the Secretary of 
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‘a copy and translation of the above letter, which is the 
strongest proof of your appreciation by the Government of 
India and the best evidence of your worth and ability, and 
I beg to add that the approbation of His Excellency the 
Governor-General of India and the widespread reputation 
of your Highness for good administrative ability, is a direct 
reward of those hearty labours undergone by your Highness 
for the welfare of your State. I feel assured that the 
praises and commendation of the British Government for 
your enlightened measures, will afford a pleasing incite- 
ment to you to continue in the same paths of progress and 
loyalty to the English Government, and that the Almighty 

God will imerease your virtue and wisdom already known 

throughout the world.” : 

_ Subsequently on the 6th Zikat 1286, or 7th February 1870, 
~ AD., Colonel Ousely, Officiating Political Agent of Bhopal, 
- informed me of a despatch received by His Excellency the 
~ Governor-General from His Grace the Duke of Argyll, Secre- 
tary of State for India to this effect: “It is gratifying to 
learn that Her Highness Shahjahan has already given proof 
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CHAPTER I. 


CONTAINS A NOTICE OF THE RECEIPT OF A FIRMAN FROM 
HER GRACIOUS MAJESTY, AND THE NARRATION OF MY 
JOURNEY TO CALCUTTA, AND THE REPORT OF MY TOUR 
IN THE WESTERN DIVISION OF MY BHOPAL DOMINIONS, 
TOGETHER WITH A NOTICE OF THE REFORMS INTRODUCED, 

Own the 2nd of September 1869 A.D., Colonel Edward 

Thompson, Officiating Political Agent in Bhopal, sent me 

a kharita,* in which was enclosed an English letter from 

the Duke of Argyll, Secretary of State for India, to my 

address. Theletter is annexed— 
To Her Hicuness THE NawAB SHAHJAHAN 
BeGam oF BHoPAL. 

My ESTEEMED FRIEND,—I have received the commands of 
the Queen to communicate to your Highness the sincere 
regret with which Her Majesty has learnt the death of 
your mother, Her Highness the late Nawab Sikandar Begam 
of Bhopal, and to offer to you her affectionate condolence 
on this much lamented event. And I am at the same time 
to express to you Her Majesty’s gracious assurance that 
she feels every confidence that your Highness will adminis- 
ter the country under your charge with the wisdom and 
benevolence which characterized the government of the 
illustrious Princess whom you have succeeded. 

That your Highness may enjoy length of days and con- 
tinued prosperity is the heartfelt desire of your Highness’ 
sincere friend and well-wisher 

ARGYLL, 

Dated 31st July 1869. 

I replied to the Secretary of State, and enclosed my 
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humble petition to Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen 
Victoria of Great Britain and Ireland and Empress of 
Hindustan, and forwarded it enclosed in a kharita to the 
Political Agent, Subjoined is a copy of my petition: 

My thanks are due to that Protector of the world who 
has caused the blessed commands of that Empress, Dis- 
penser of justice, Friend of obedience, and Protector of the 
poor, to be communicated to me through the Right Honour- 
able the Secretary of State for India, His Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India, the Agent to the 
Governor-General for Central India, and the Officiating 
Political Agent of Bhopal. Although the accession of your 
humble servant and the acknowledgment of the Sultan 
Jahan as my heir have already been for some time 
ratified by the officers of State acting under your 
Royal commands, yet now these rights have acquired an 
additional sanction and solidity under your immediate 
commands, and by them I have been honoured and distin- 
guished beyond my compeers. The late Nawab Sikandar 
Begam (now in Paradise), who, to her latest breath 
remained constant and steadfast in her fidelity to your 
Majesty and the English Government, has left me, your 
humble servant, and the Sultan Jahan Begam under the 
shadow of your Majesty’s protection, I trust by God’s help 
hat I and my issue may equal and even surpass my 
other in steadfast obedience and fidelity to your Majesty 

he 0 Government, and that God may keep 
“es ticipators in the light of your sublime 















our humble servant, from the day of her accession to 
e present, has been occupied, as far as possible, in reform- 

the stration and bringing justice to God's crea- 
r Majesty may have seen the short report 
the State and my former tor 
9 His Excellency the Governor 
future likewise your humble servant 
ours to introduce wise reforms and 


akcet 
ERE 

























CHAP. IL] REPLY TO HER MAJESTY. 135 


wise measures to improve the condition of her subjects and 
to continue loyal and true to the British Government. 
Dated the 15th Jamadi-ul-akhir 1286 A.H., equal to 
September 22nd, 1869, A.D. 
This is the purport of the letter to the Secretary of 
State :—I have had the honour to receive your letter worthy 


of obedience, dated the 31st of July 1869, which conveyed 
to me the gracious commands of Her Majesty the 
Queen, may her reign be for ever, in which the sincere 


regret and sorrow of Her Gracious Majesty is expressed 
at the death of my revered mother the Sikandar Begam. 
I feel greatly honoured by such gracious and Royal con- 
descension which has singled me out to be the recipient of 
such favours and exalted me beyond my compeers. The toils, 
exertions, loyalty and integrity of my late mother have 
been rewarded in the eyes of the whole world, when regret 
at her death is expressed by the Empress of India and England 
and this comforting assurance has been held out to me as 
an encouragement to govern the people entrusted to my 
care with the same wisdom, singleness of purpose, close 
attention to business and fortitude, which, in the eyes of the 
British Government, brought such honour and renown to the 
late Nawab Sikandar Begam, whose successor I have been _ 
appointed. The whole of my energies are expended in 
compassing this end with greater diligence than hers, I 
pray to God that I, the Sultan Jahan Begam, and our suc- 
cessors, may be granted His guidance in preserving our 
integrity, honesty, loyalty to the British Government, and 
uprightness in dealing justice to our subjects and promot- 
ing reforms, the exhibition of which may cause every Ruler, 
each in his own time, to receive Imperial favors and the 
approbation of the English Government. Dated the 4th 
Shaaban 1286 A.H., equal to the 9th of November 
18s¢9 A.D. 

In reply to the above, the Political Agent sent me & 
kharita to the effect, that my letter and petition had been 
forwarded to London by the Agent to the Governor-General 
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who, in reply, had received, through the Government of 

* India, an English letter from the Secretary of State, dated 
London, 27th January 1870 A.D, in which he said thai 
Her Majesty the Queen had been graciously pleased to 
accept the petition of the Begam of Bhopal, and the Secre- 
tary of State expressed his pleasure at the receipt of the 
letter to his address. A copy of the letter of the Foreign 
Secretary to the Government of India and that of the Seere- 
tary of State, were forwarded with the kharita. Th: 
letter was as follows :— 


Inpia OFFICE ; 
London, January 27th, 1870 


TO H. E. THE RIGHT HON. THE GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL OF INDIA IN COUNCIL 
My Lorp,—The letter of Your Excellency’s Government 
in this Department, No. 386 of the 14th December 1869 
encloses the reply which Her Highness the Shahjahan 
Begam of Bhopal has returned to the address of condolence, 
which by Her Majesty's commands I forwarded to He 
Highness on the 6th of August last. ; 
I desire that you will inform Her Highness that her 
address has been graciously received by the Queen, and 
that I have had much satisfaction in receiving the letter 
which Her Highness has sent to myself, and in reading the 
gratifying assurances which it contains. 












T have, &c., 
ARGYLL. 


The following are the titles and styles of address, gg 
and conclusion in letters sent by this State to the Politica 

Agents, Agents to the Governor-General for Central et 
Governor-General, the Duke of Edinburgh, Her Majes J 
‘and the Secretary of State for India. sere 
- reign, no address had been sent to the Queen from *ht 
te. This practice was only instituted after my accession, 
‘to the high consideration shown to me by the 
yverniment, 








faithful adherents. 
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Complimentary and courtesy titles used in addressing 
Her Majesty Queen Victoria :— 

To the Presence of the Powerful Sovereign, Protector of 
the Universe, Bestower of Crowns, the peerless Monarch Her 
Majesty the Empress of Great Britain and India, may she 
ever prosper. After performance of such obeisance and 
creeting as may be due from those admitted to the heavenly 
threshold of her Court. This prayer, &e 

Conclusion. As long as God on high 
rious, keeps the sun and moon employed i 


Almighty and Gia- 





muster 
to the wants of this globe, so long may He keeg the work 
wide shadow of Her Majesty’s kindness spremd ever die 
heads of her devoted servants. 

Complimentary and courtesy titles employed im ndidivesss 
to the Duke of Edinburgh :-— 

To the exalted pillar of State, growing tree of the garden 
of sovereignty, apple of the kingdom's eye, His Royal 
Highness, may he prosper for ever! After the performance 
of due obeisance and greeting, and the observance of rever- 
ential formalities, it is submitted that, &e. 

Conclusion. May God on high, Almighty and Glorious, ever 
keep the excellent and perfect shadow of this favoured Primes 
spread over the head of his sincere and humble servant, _ 

Complimentary and courtesy titles of the Seeretary of 
State for India, the Duke of Argyll :— 

To the most excellent and noble, resplendent as the sun, 
pillar of pillars, the great Imperial Minister and Privy 
Councillor of Her Most Excellent Majesty the Queen, of 
sublime dignity, may his fortune last for ever. After ful- 
filling the ceremonies of greeting and the observance of 
reverential formalities, it is submitted to your liberal and 
enlightened mind, that, &c. 

Conclusion. As long as the Almighty and Glorious keeps 
the sun and moon engaged in supplying the wants of the 
world, so long may He keep the shadow of His Exeellency’ s 
kindness and good estimation spread over the heads of his 4 
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Complimentary and courtesy titles of His Pxcellency 
the Governor-General. (Formerly, because the Nawab 
Kudsia Begam was only Regent, the State Officials deemed 
jt proper that the Governor-General should be addressed 
by petition, and my late mother, during her regency, con- 
tinued the practice, which she did not lay aside even aticr 
her recognition as Ruler in her own right. This custom 
was not required by courtesy, and was contrary t» 
the usage of other chiefs of Hindustan, accordingly | 
purposed to address his Lordship by letter under the 
following titles.) To the great, merciful and benevolent 
gentleman, Who lends a favourable ear to his suitors, may God 
preserve him! After the observance of greetings due from 
your sincere and humble friend, be it submitted that, c. ; 
and a despatch was sent to the Political Agent, requesting 
sanction for the above, to which a reply was received on the 
22nd of June 1872, or 15th Rabi-ul-akhir 1289 A.IL, to the 
effect, that my proposal had met with approval and had been 
sanctioned, and that in future the Governor-General might be 
addressed by letter. 

Complimentary titles and conclusion used in letters 
addressed to the Agent to the Governor-General for Central 
India :— 

To the kind friend who lends a favourable ear to his 
suitors, may God preserve him! After giving expression to 
the formalities of attachment and loyalty which are 
heartily desired by his sincere friends, be it known t his 
fragrant mind that, &e. 

Conclusion. It is hoped that he may continue to afford 
happiness by sending friendly letters till a happy inter- 
_ view has been held with him, in which personal enquiries 
after his health can be made. 


Complimentary titles used in addressing the Political 
To the kind friend who lends a favourable. ear 


8; aa preserve him! After cementing the 
of the lasting friendship as is essential to the 
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desires of firm friends, be it disclosed to his great mind 
that, &e. 

Conclusion. It is hoped that he may continue to 
afford happiness by writing friendly letters till a happy 
interview has been held with him. 

A narrative of the journey to Caleutta. On the 1st of 
December 1869 A.D. or the 26th Shaban 1286 A.A Colonel 
Thompson, the Officiating Political Agent, in accordance with 
instructions from the Agent to the Governor-General for 
Central India,wrote to the effect, that 1 was invited to attend 
the Durbars of the Governor-General and of the Duke of 
Edinburgh, and to be present by the 26th of the month, 
With the greatest pleasure I started from Bhopal on the 17th 
December or 14th Ramzan 1286 by post stages for Hoshunga- 
bad, and took rail at Nursingpur for Jabalpur, where I again 
took rail on the 23rd of December, ariving at Caleutta on 
the 25th of December. On the 29th December, or 25th 
Ramzan of the same year, I had the honor to pay my 
respects to the Prince and to the Governor-General, both 
of whom treated me with great consideration; and on the 
sist of December I took part in the Chapter, held by the 
for the Star of India, Afterwards, on different days, 
sonages honoured me with return © 
visits at my residence, and visits were courteously inter- 
changed with the Governors of Bombay and Madras and the 
Bishop of Galcutta and other gentlemen of distinction. 
The Theatre, Magazine in Fort William, the Citadel of 
of Caleutta, the Museum and Mint, were also visited by us. 
We also witnessed a review, and on the 14th of January 
1870 A.D., or the 11th Shawal 1286 A.H., I paid a visit 
to the Steamer commanded by His Royal Highness, and at. 
all the above places, the English Government caused me to 
be received with the full honours due to me. , 

In size and population, there is no city in India now-@- 
days which can compare with Calcutta. By = Oy wad 
taken this year, the population amounted to 45 ; : rhe 
according to the “ Pioneer,” the total population © . 


Prince, 
these two exalted Per 
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Complimentary and courtesy titles of His Excellency 
the Governor-General. (Formerly, because the Nawab 
Kudsia Begam was only Regent, the State Officials deemed 
it proper that the Governor-General should be addressed 
by petition, and my late mother, during her regency, con- 
tinued the practice, which she did not lay aside even after 
her recognition as Ruler in her own right. This custom 
was not required by courtesy, and was contrary to 
the usage of other chiefs of Hindustan, accordingly | 
purposed to address his Lordship by letter under the 
following titles.) To the great, merciful and benevolent 
gentleman, who lends a favourable ear to his suitors, may God 
preserve him! After the observance of greetings due from 
your sincere and humble friend, be it submitted that, Wc. ; 
and a despatch was sent to the Political Agent, requesting 
sanction for the above, to which a reply was received on the 
22nd of June 1872, or 15th Rabi-ul-akhir 1289 A.I1.,to the 
effect, that my proposal had met with approval and had been 
sanctioned, and that in future the Governor-General might be 
addressed by letter. 

Complimentary titles and conclusion used in letters 
addressed to the Agent to the Governor-General for Central 
India :— 

To the kind friend who lends a favourable ear to his 
suitors, may God preserve him! After giving expression to 
the formalities of attachment and loyalty which are 
heartily desired by his sincere friends, be it known to his 
fragrant mind that, Ge. 

Conclusion. It is hoped that he may continue to afford 
happiness by sending friendly letters till a happy inte’ 
view has been held with him, in which personal enquiries 
after his health can be made. 

_ Complimentary titles used in addressing the Political 

sent of Bhopal. : 
To the ‘kind friend who lends a favourable ear to 
fri ay God preserve him! After cementing the 
of the lasting friendship as is essential to the 
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desires of firm friends, be it disclosed to his great mind 
that, &e. 

Jonelusion. It is hoped that he may continue to 
afford happiness by writing friendly letters till a happy 
interview has been held with him. 

A narrative of the journey to Calcutta. On the 1st of 


December 1869 A.D. or the 26th Shaban 1286 A.H., Colonel 
Thompson, the Officiating Political Agent, in accordance with 
instructions from the Agent to the Governor-General for 


Central India,wrote to the effect, that I was invited to attend 
the Durbars of the Governor-General and of the Duke of 
Edinburgh, and to be present by the 26th of the month, 
With the greatest pleasure I started from Bhopal on the 17th 
December or 14th Ramzan 1286 by post stages for Hoshunga- 
bad, and took rail at Nursingpur for Jabalpur, where I again 
took rail on the 28rd of December, ariving at Caleutta on 
the 25th of December. On the 29th December, or 25th 
Ramzan of the same year, I had the honor to pay my 
respects to the Prince and to the Governor-General, both 
of whom treated me with great consideration; and on the 
31st of December I took part in the Chapter, held by the 
for the Star of India, Afterwards, on different days, 
xalted Personages honoured me with return ~ 
esidence, and visits were courteously inter- 
changed with the Covernors of Bombay and Madras and the 
Bishop of Galeutta and other gentlemen of distinction. 
The Theatre, Magazine in Fort William, the Citadel of 
of Calcutta, the Museum and Mint, were also visited by us. 
We also witnessed a review, and on the 14th of January 
1870 A.D., or the 11th Shawal 1286 A.H., I paid a visit 
to the Steamer commanded by His Royal Highness, and at 
all the above places, the English wa caused me to 
be received with the full honours cue o me. , 

a size and population, there is no eity in — now-a- 
days which ean compare with Caleutta. By a 
taken this year, the population amounted to 450) am 


ng to the “ Pioneer,” the total population of India 


Prince, 
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visits at my rr 
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titles of His Excellency 
ly, because the Nawab 
I , the State Officials deemed 

‘General should be addressed 
petition and my sealer, during her regency, con- 
abe did not lay aside even after 
her own right, This custom 
, and was contrary to 
of Hindustan, accordingly | 
Lordship by letter under the 
in the great, merciful and benevolent 


erve him! After the observance of greetings fans from 
_ your sincere and humble friend, be it submitted that, &c. ; 
a was sent to the Political Agent, requesting 
tion | eabove, to which a reply was received on the 
une 1872, or 15th Rabi-ul-akhir 1289 A.I., to the 
tmy proposal had met with approval and had been 
ad, and that in future the Governor-General might he 
d by letter. 
imentary titles and conclusion used in letters 


nd who lends a favourable ear to his 
d preserve him ! After giving expression to 
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desires of firm friends, be it disclosed to his great mind 
that, &e. 

Conclusion. It is hoped that he may continue to 
afford happiness by writing friendly letters till a happy 
interview has been held with him. 


A narrative of the journey to Calcutta. On the Ist of 
December 1869 A.D. or the 26th Shaban 1286 A.H., Colonel 
Thompson, the Officiating Political Agent, in accordance with 
instructions from the Agent to the Governor-General for 


Central India,wrote to the effect, that I was invited to attend 
the Durbars of the Governor-General and of the Duke of 
Edinburgh, and to be present by the 26th of the month, 
With the greatest pleasure I started from Bhopal on the 17th 
December or 14th Ramzan 1286 by post stages for Hoshunga- 
bad, and took rail at Nursingpur for Jabalpars where I again 
took rail on the 23rd of December, ariving at Caleutta on 
the 25th of December. On the 29th December, or 25th 
Ramzan of the same year, I had the honor to pay my 
respects to the Prince and to the Governor-General, both 
of whom treated me with great consideration ; and on the 
sist of December I took part in the Chapter, held by the 
Prince, for the Star of India. Afterwards, on different days, 
these two exalted Personages honoured me with return 
visits at my residence, and visits were courteously i 
changed with the Governors of pei and marge and th 
of Galeutta and other gentlemen 0 
ox “Theatre Magazine in Fort William, the Citadel of 


Museum and Mint, were also visited by 
of Caleutta, the Mus' ee 


We also witnessed a review, 
1870 AD, or the 11th Shawal 1286 AH, I paid 
ded by His Royal Highn 


t ¢ 
the above places, the English Governmen| 
= al i full honours due to me. 
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amounts to 240,100,000. According to the estimate of 


learned Europeans the population of Europe is 287,000,000, 
and of Asia 7,986,000,000, and of Africa 68,000,000, and of 
Australia 3,800,000, and of America 72,800,000; and thus 
in the whole world there are about 8,417,600,000 men, who 
speak about 3,600 different languages, and profess 1,000 
different religions. The following is the distribution of reli- 
gions as ascertained by the European Doctors :—Greek 
Church 2,800,000; Roman Catholics 195,000,000; Protes- 
tants 78,139,000; Muhammadans 120,000,000; Buddhists 
340,000,000 ; other religions of Asia, 260,000,000 ; Idolators, 
20,000,000; Jews 6,000,000. 

This city is too well-known to require any description here. 
T left Calcutta on the 15th of January by rail, and reached 
Jabalpur on the 17th ; and, on the 5th of February, or 3rd 
Zikat 1286 A.H., safely returned to Bhopal. The total 
expenditure on this journey, inclusive of purchases of some 
Buropean goods and set jewels, &c, amounted to Rs. 
1,87,900-11-9. 


SOME MENTION OF MY TOUR IN THE WESTERN DIVISION. 


On the 26th of February 1870, or 24th Zikat 1286 A.H., L 
‘marched from Bhopal on my tour, and visited the Districts 
of Dilodh, Bairesia, Nazirabad, Debipura, Duraha and 
Sehore, at which last place the Political Agent and other 
_ gentlemen of distinction received me with the customary 
honours, held a review for me, and had the school examined 
in my presence. Thence I proceeded to Ashta, Jawar, and 
fe Sehawar, the estate of the widow of the Christian Hakim 
e _ Shahzad Massi, and Shamsgarh, and returned to Bhopal on 
ee he 4th of June; or the 4th Rabi-al-awal 1287 AH. 
procedure adopted on this tour was similar to that 
uuthern Division. 3,101 petitions were 
1ishments were inflicted, and refunds 
tances. The work of the greatest 
a total of Rs. 1,02,156-1-6 arrears 
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taken for payment of the remainder by instalments. Orders 
were given for the construction of masonry wells for the 
convenience of travellers at the encamping grounds, and 
The jungles were found 
to be infested by tigers, notwithstanding a reward of Rs. 5 
T> remove this evil, the reward offered was 
raised to Rs. 20. All weights which were found to be too 
light were confiscated, and the shopkeepers were supplied 


also for planting trees for shade. 


for each tiger. 


with new weights from the Bhopal mint. 
MENTION OF CERTAIN REFORMS. 

For several years during the reign of the late Begam, half 
holidays were given on Fridays, although leave from midday 
admitted of the performance by the Officials, neither of their 
own private business nor of State affairs. Under the English 
Government, Sunday is the acknowledged holiday, in 
Muhammadan States, Friday, and among the Hindu Rajas, 
Saturdays are whole holidays ; therefore Friday was made a 
whole holiday, and on those days which are set apart for 
religious observances among Muhammadans and Hindus on 
which half holidays used to be given, leave was granted for 
the whole day. 

The inhabitants of the northern suburb of Bhopal had 
to go a great distance to fetch water, and travellers also 
_ to inconvenience. Therefore, in the year 1286 
AJL, a long and massive dam of atone masonry was built 
near the Edegah, to the north of Bhopal, in <n 
which the rainwater collected from the neigh 
and the reservoir thus formed received the name 0 : ie 
han.” This has proved a great blessing to the Z abi ; ts, 
and is now visited by the towns people as aplaga — oe 
The wall has been built 28 feet high so far,and the w 


i wes ss tank, Munshi Hosain Khan “ Mas- 

os has built another of smaller size, the bye a. 

is used by animals, while the water a e “¢ es 

reserved for man. Beyond this tank, and skirting 
* He taught English to the Sultan Jahan Began, 


were put 
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; oie to place 
; will shortly 
e name of “ Shahjahanabad ” 
d the Prince of Wales’ school 
ngs to keep the State stores 
of shops for the people and the 
the State. 
_ was followed, and a troop of 
ised; the bullocks formerly used for 
. Lalso introduced a military band 


b army. 

[t is thé custom in the Bhopal State, on every accession 
of a ruler for the coinage to be changed; and in pursuance 
_of this rule, the former copper coins were called in, and 
new ones were issued ; but the weight and value of the 
s were not changed from the late Begam’s standard. 
‘coins bear the words quarter annas and the letter “Sh” 
{ is marks and the year of the Hejira 
stamped on them, and were first issued on the Ist Shawal 
1286 AH. The silver of the Bhopal rupee used to be 
| the weight something less than that of the Eng- 
therefore its value in the market was slightly 
the Jaipur, Indore, Kota an@ Tonk rupees. 
account, it was determined to issue a coin of 
of the same value as the English rupee, 










, in Bhopal territory ie a large forest 





4 ment was made in the duitars=-8 Fi: 
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of rules for this forest, and organised a Forest Depart- 
ment as an additional source of revenue tothe State. 

On the Ist of Ramzan 1287 A.H., or 25th of November 
1870, at the suggestion of the Political Agent, I set aside 
the sum of Rs. 600 as an annual subseription to the 
Sehore Dispensary. 


On account of the mistakes in measurement in the 
Bhopal territories, owing to the old chain in use during 
the time of the late Begam, according to which measure- 


ment, a settlement for fifteen years had been made, 1 
thought it expedient to introduce measurement by plane 
table. I therefore invited surveyors from British territory, 
and set them to work in the three divisions to the num- 
ber of 126, the pay of whom amounted to Rs. 19,776 per 
annum. By the last day of Shaban 1277 A.H., two 
whole parganas and half of two other parganas had been 
surveyed, and this survey showed an increase of 54,811 
bigahs 12 biswas of land over the former survey ; cone 
ing to the following details, Half Pargana Chatri : x ee 
Southern Division, 23,094 bigahs 3 biswas. Half ps 
Parana Dewari in the Eastern Division, 11,193 bigahs 19 mer 
inet Pargana Silwani in the Eastern Division, 4881 ; 
ae Pargana Jethari, Eastern Division, 15,642 x 
Orders were also issued for the mea- 
villages, and according to the rules tee 
rders were given to the Patwaris to f 


bigahs 5 \ 
bigahs 5 biswas. 
surement of rent-free 

in British territory, 0 
learn to survey by plan 


Formerly, in the time of gr a 
three kinds of irrigated soil, each of which was divided — 


into three descriptions ; and also three Ka of unirrigated 
soil, vie., Moran, Kabar, Sujar, and * ae 
of each kinds in all eighteen classification ¢ : 
yates of revenue per bigah on - pe 
fications of soil were S° various, t a 

village the rates varied according a ng 
in the rates of level, uneven or hilly 
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who has himself given a bribe, he shall not be punished 
for having brought a false accusation, even if he be unable 
to prove his case 
Next the subdivi 


etrimental to the 


sion of Bamhuri was examined, and the 


ivision, the village 





mosque, town, and gardens were inspected; also the sub- 

uneven, and sterile é division of Dewari and Tal (the lake) and Bhimkund; and 

I A ‘ _ next in the Jhetari subdivision, where the survey was going 

ment of the too heavily, on, | myself went into the fields and inspected the village 

the excess ¥ Settlement, measurements. The classification of soils and the incidence 
In order 


j “aaet — y of the revenue were also subjects of my enquiry. After 
th ss of former culti- ‘ this the Silwani subdivision was visited, and after the 
eS Ast, 2nd and 3rd, ordinary business had been transacted, the Rajahs of 
4 ; Sirmow, Chaniwatia, and Nara Gadia were received, and 
their nazars were presented to us in public Durbar aceord- 
ing to custom. Next we went to the subdivision of 
Sewans, whence also the business of Paikhlon was transacted, 
the grantees and farmers being summoned for the purpose, 
This last-mentioned pargana is situated in foreign territory, 
t- |is quite outside the borders of Bhopal, which fe 
its not being separately visited. After this we went to 
the subdivision of Ghairatganj, which is my private estate, 
and inspected the bazaar, court-house, and mosque, and I 
entertained every one in camp with food; thence we ente 
Garhi Ambapani, the estate of the Sultan Jahan 
gho transacted the necessary business herself, and also~ 
sted the whole of the camp. Next we went to Mahal- 
pur, and Raisen, which is the headquarters of the _ 
Division. Here the officials were assembled to meet _ 3 anc 
the commissioner's court-house and the ancient bui d 
¥' ort were inspected, and orders were given that 
th which was uneven, should be 
ted Sanchi Khanakhera, and ine 
statues of Budha, and the a 
e proceeded to Dewanganj, and 
» returned to Bhopal on ' 
kat 1287 A.HL, and 
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ented, and all such 

and oppression on 

into in my own 

ice he respective depart- 
d to be well-grounded were 


order was passed that, except for strong reasons, which must 
be reported within the terms fixed, replies to queries and 
decisions of cases delayed beyond the prescribed term should 
subject the official concerned to punishment by fine or other- 
wise. It was also determined that a return of unanswered 
references, and a return of decided cases, and those pend- 
om ing over three months, should be furnished by every office. 
FORMS. Instructions were given that heads of departments were 
very pargana and ; required to send in this return in the preseribed form every » 
army was stationed, fifteen days ; that it would be inspected on the following day ; 
and over them a chief - and if on that day the return of any office had not been 
received, dastaks should be issued against the head of such 
es and pay of medical estab- office. By these means it was intended that, for the future, 
oie. no suit should be left undecided beyond the prescribed term 
allowing three months’ leave to without strong reasons, and that the industry or idleness of 
service, an f an official would be brought to light in three months, so the 
tion of Tahsildars extended to suits clever men would receive promotion, and the dilatory be 
ommissioners) ished by fine or dismissal. ' 
to inflict two While at Calcutta paying my respects to the 
hanced to inspect the Magazine of Fort William, and o 
iny return home, a new arsenal, after the pattern of th 
English, was instituted by me. The weapons of various” 
kinds were arranged in the following order: In the lov 
storey, the mus sts for the ae bie bem 8, 8 
imental colours; and in the upper storey, Mie ws 
eg aan particularly belonged to the Ruler, double an 
500 in civil suits, ~ ginole barrelled guns, rifles, carbine, pistols, shields, swords 
prisonment and fine a the fish ensign were there stored; the muskets we 
3 Rs, 5.000 ‘. 1 on wooden stands, the spears and colours on 
roof, and the bayonets and pistols in stars upon 
ee 
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TE QUEEN OF INDIA AND ENGLAND. 


the people of India to spend large 
of their children, which they celebrate 
“but my ancestors have established 
_ which is, that the completion of the 
children is celebrated with rejoicings, 
called the nashra wedding. In accordance 
m,my mother’s nashra was celebrated by my 
nashra was celebrated by my mother, 
ith much pomp and circumstance, 
family custom. These festivities 
{ Muharram 1288, aud ended on the 11th 
same year. All the people of the State 

J, and all the servants employed in the 
ted, and valuable dresses of honour 

1 d the native 
at least who 
ym ancient 
, al ned, 
9 per- 

























“‘Purkey, Persia, Turania and Central Asia. 


: - that he should be much pleased to see me 


- the Governor-General saw no objection t 
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sum of Rs. 296,419-9-6 was spent on the occasion of this 
marriage. 

The second subject—On the oceasion of my visit to Cal- 
cutta, to pay my homage to the Duke of Edinburgh, second 
son of Her Majesty the Queen, may her reign be enduring, 
Colonel Thompson, the Political Agent of Bhopal, who 
accompanied me, spoke to me, advising me to marry again 
to get a helpmate to share the burden of Government; and 
this advice was repeated to me by Colonel Richard John 
Meade, Agent to the Governor-General for Central India, 
on the occasion of our meeting. To this I replied that 
second marriages were not forbidden by my religion, but 
that I had not up to that time met with a fitting partner. 
On my return to Bhopal from Caleutta, I pondered over 
the advice of these gentlemen, and that advice was in 
accordance with the mandates of Almighty God, who very 
strongly in His holy Seriptures enjoins the marriage of 
widows, and the practice of the marriage of widows also 
prevails throughout the Musulmani population of Arabi 


























considering that the advice and admonition of 
(fod and man pointed the same way, I determined t 
suitable person, agreeable and popular wi 
yw; and when Colonel Thompson 
joicings at the nashre 
my eyes, may she long 
I thought it proper to openly ask for the 
f the Governor-General to this fitting act. 
1871 A.D., or 7th Safar 1288 
h letter from Colonel John 


marry some 


high and le 
Bhopal, to take part in the re} 


peloved daughter (the light of 
spared !), 
sanction 0 
the Sth of May 


received an Englis _ Joba 
Willoughby Osborne, CB., Political Agent, in which 
that he had great pleasure in sending to me a letter 


Foreign Secretary, regarding my propose ; 
marti 
The purport of the enclosed letter was, that His 





ying & suitable person, if 12 Wi 
os 























State, I made choice of 
gentleman had been for 
rvice of this State, and was for a long 
l ited mother, the Nawab Sikandar 
his ng and good qualities, 
i in Bhopal, appointed 
s of Bhopal. Next he was 
ational t, with 
rs of the Sulemani and other 
h es of Mir Dabir* and Khan were 
and he was appointed my secretary. 
ability, honesty, and rapidity in the per- 
» duties entrusted to him ; one day's work 
ff to the next, and all the officers of the 
relations approved of his character. This 

ed both originality and application, and 
master of Arabic, Persian, good-breeding, 
n, and other sciences. In point of family, he we 

cent Fatima, reckoned the} best blool 
ns, and many works on religious 

author or compiler, have attained 
he has lived in this State, he has 
fault been found with him for 
the case with other servants 
received praise from my sainted 

\ulad Hassan, of Bokhara an‘ 
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annum, and had command of 1,000 cavalry and infantry, 
and the villages of Manbhali, Mislkhera, and Bimalkhera, 
&e., were assigned to him for an estate. His great grand- 
father, Syud Azizulla, was first cousin to Nawab Abdl Fateh 
Khan Shamsulamra, and his pedigree leads up to Syud 
Jalal of Bokhara “Makhdim Jahaniyan Jahan Gusht.” 
Syud Azizulla was one of the great nobles and relatives 
of the Nizam-ul-Mulk, a lord of territory and of an army. 
He died in the 90th year of his age, on the 20th Shawal 
1279 A.H., and his son has succeeded to his title. 
Suffice it to say that I followed the mandates of the 
holy Koran and the counsels of English officers, and put 
an end to evil report, because it was considered improper 
in the eyes of the world for me to be alone with a stranger 
and he not my husband, and it often happened that, in the 
conduct of State affairs, it was absolutely necessary for my - 
secretary and myself to be alone together. According to 
the above advice and the dictates of true religion, in the 
presence of the Madar-ul-Mahém Muhammad Jamal-ud- 
din Khan, First Minister of the State of 
Zainalabdin Kazi of the State of Bhopal, and other “ie 
Doctors and State officers, in a public Durbar held for the 
I plighted my troth to the Syud Sahib, and 
married. The news was, according 

practice of the State, communi vat 
'B., Political Agent m 
the following reply 
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we were 
established 
Colonel Osborne, C “ 
30th June 1 
me from that gentleman; “ Your Highness was forn 
apprised of the permission accorded to you to marry 
by His Excellency the Governor-General, and 





have satisfactorily carried out y' 
“My ae been 
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or second minister of State, had been vacant since 
Saturday the Ist Shaban 1286 A.H., or the 6th of 

October 1869 A.D., the date of the death of Raja Kishen 

Ram; the emoluments of this office consist of an estate 

worth Rs. 24,000 a year, of which Rs. 6,000 had been 
continued to the heirs of the deceased Raja, and the rest 

had lapsed to the State. The office of Mir Dabir was 
abolished, and the pay transferred to the office of the 

Second Minister, to which an addition of Rs. 1,068-5-0 was 

made from the State revenue. The total amounting to 

Rs. 24,000 per annum, together with the title of Motimid-ul- 

Maham and the office of Second M inister, were conferred upon 

‘Syud Muhammad Sadik Hassan Khan on Monday the 21st 
Rabi-al-akhira 1288 A.H., or the 2nd July 1871, with a 

khilat, comprising nine suits of new clothes and five sets 

of jewels, an umbrella, a banner, a chaori, a horse, elephant, 

and palankin; in all twenty-four articles, valued at 

Rs. 21,053-2-6, were conferred upon him in a public Durbar 

in the presence of the chief officers of the State and my 

relatives, With the view of showing high and low the honour 
* he had received, I directed him to go forth from my Hall 
of Audience, mounted on his elephant, surrounded with 


Rui all the pomp and circumstance of his rank, to his own 
house, He was entrusted with all the duties which the 
cx - former Second Minister used to carry on in my late mother's 













_ time, and was caused by me to administer the office before 

r me in the same manner. Intimation of this matter was 

“gent to the Political Agent in Bhopal in due course, and 

on the 3ist of July 1871 he signified his approval of my 

excellent arrangements. 

, which the Syud Sahib delivered in Durbar 
js as follows :—My thanks are due to the 

| Providence, by whom the loyalty, truth, 
yeal of the servant in the interests of ™ 
ened, liberal and benevolent master a 
‘yeasons for the elevation of the 
y my thanks are due to Him 
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for making me a partaker in the gracious and generous 
bounty of the noble and illustrious chief, in whose bound- 
less benevolence and infinite consideration, not only all 
present at this Durbar participate, but also many residents 
of distant cities, and all the inhabitants of the territories 
of Bhopal are grateful for her kindness, Benedictions and 
blessings on the Prophet, long suffering and merciful to 
the sins of true believers, who has so purged all believers 
from evil passions and bad desires, such as embezzlement, 
Pribery, theft, jealousy, weakness and favouritism in every 
matter, whether appertaining to this world or the next, 
and has threatened sinners with evil report in this world 
and torment in the next, and has guided us in the paths 
of honesty, sincerity, zeal, devotion, obedience, friendliness 
and faith, and has apportioned a perfect recompense 
thereto. Next my thanks are due to Her Highness the 
Ruler of Bhopal, the mighty Shahjahan Begam (may God 
prosper her fortune !) who, of her grace, appreciation, con- 
descension, and benevolence, which in her are nature's 
ornaments, first exalted me to the office of Mir Munshi, 
thereby raising me from the dust to the skies; next of 
her bounty and liberality selected me and conferred on 


me 
sions of ra 
dignity invested me 

portance, and gave me 
and attachment. It i 


express sufficient thanks for thi 
ad taste for me 


services, and it is b 


to acknowledgment for my ° 


now enough for me to promise 


felt gratitude for her favours 
hole life to further 


and to deyote my w 


issue and of her State. May God i 
to th 


d. devotion ! 


the power to render services 
zeal, singleness of purpose an 


- Her Highness the Ruler (God’ 


s blessing be on 


the office of Second Minister of State, with all its acces- 
nk and estate, and by increasing my rank and 
with suitable consideration and im- 
the means of showing further loyalty 
s impossible in these few words to 
3 great appreciation of my 
to speak of my claims 
wn services, Therefore it is 
always to show my heart- 
to the best of my powers; 
the interests of her 
nerease tome day by day 
is State by my diligence, 
God grant that 


her!), all her 
. U se 
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or second minister of State, had been vacant since 

Saturday the Ist Shaban 1286 A-H., or the 6th of 

October 1869 A.D., the date of the death of Raja Kishen 

Ram; the emoluments of this office consist of an estate 

worth Rs. 24,000 a year, of which Rs. 6,000 had been 

continued to the heirs of the deceased Raja, and the rest 

had lapsed to the State. The office of Mir Dabir was 

abolished, and the pay transferred to the office of the 

Second Minister, to which an addition of Rs. 1,068-5-0 was 

made from the State revenue. The total amounting to 

Rs. 24,000 per annum, together with the title of Motimid-ul- 

Maham and the office of Second Minister, were conferred upon 

Syud Muhammad Sadik Hassan Khan on Monday the 2ist 

Rabi-al-akhira 1288 A.H., or the 2nd July 1871, with a 

khilat, comprising nine suits of new clothes and five sets 

of jewels, an umbrella, a banner, a chaori, a horse, elephant, 

and palankin; in all twenty-four articles, valued at 

Rs, 21,053-2-6, were conferred upon him in a public Durbar 

in the presence of the chief officers of the State and my 

relatives. With the view of showing high and low the honour 

he had received, I directed him to go forth from my Hall 

of Audience, mounted on his elephant, surrounded with 

all the pomp and circumstance of his rank, to his own 

house. He was entrusted with all the duties which the 

? former Second Minister used to carry on in my late mother’s 

time, and was caused by me to administer the office before 

- me in the same manner, Intimation of this matter was 

sent to the Political Agent in Bhopal in due course, and 

‘on the 3ist of July 1871 he signified his approval of my 
excellent arrangements. 

The speech, which the Syud Sahib delivered in Durbar 

1 this occasion, is as follows :—My thanks are due to the 

Providence, by whom the loyalty, truth, 

1 of the servant in the interests of =" 

ightened, liberal and benevolent master are 

o be reasons for the elevation of the 

larly my thanks are due to Him 
















"Her Highness the Ruler (God’ 
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for making me a partaker in the gracious and generous 
bounty of the noble and illustrious chief, in whose bound- 
less benevolence and infinite consideration, not only all 
present at this Durbar participate, but also many residents 
of distant cities, and all the inhabitants of the territories 
of Bhopal are grateful for her kindness, Benedictions and 


blessings on the Prophet, long suffering and mereiful to 
the sins of true believers, who has so purged all believers 
from evil passions and bad desires, such as embezzlement, 


Dribery, theft, jealousy, weakness and favouritism in every 
matter, whether appertaining to this world or the next, 
and has threatened sinners with evil report in this world 
and torment in the next, and has guided us in the paths 
of honesty, sincerity, zeal, devotion, obedience, friendliness 
and faith, and has apportioned a perfect recompense 
thereto. Next my thanks are due to Her Highness the 
Ruler of Bhopal, the mighty Shahjahan Begam (may God 
prosper her fortune !) who, of her grace, appreciation, con- 
descension, and benevolence, which in her are nature's 
ornaments, first exalted me to the office of Mir Munshi, 
thereby raising me from the dust to the skies; next of 
her bounty and liberality selected me and conferred on 
me the office of Second Minister of State, with all its aeces- 
sions of rank and estate, and by increasing my rank and 
dignity invested me with suitable consideration and im- 

portance, and gave me the means of showing further loyalty 

and attachment. It is impossible in these few words to 

express sufficient thanks for this great appreciation of my 

Lit is bad taste for me to speak of my claims 


services, anc : ae 
: wn services, Therefore it 1s 


to acknowledgment for my ° 
now enough for me to promise always to show my heart- 


lt grati ror her favours to the best of my powers; 
oa re a whole life to further the interests = pe 
issue and of her State. May God increase tome day by y 
the power to render services to this State by my oe 
zeal, singleness of purpose and. devotion! God gran! 
‘Hig! blessing be on her!) all her 
U 
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relations, and the sof State may continue satisfied 

with me to the last day of my life on account of my since 
rity, integrity, and open and secret loyalty to the State. 

Afterwards, considering the office of Second Minister not 
good enough for the lofty dignity of this gentleman, | 
abolished the office from the Ist Safar 1289 A.H.; and, 
with the sanction of the Government of India, conferred 
on him the title of Nawab Wala Jah Amir-ul-Mulk Syud 
Muhammad Sadik Hassan Khan Bahadur. The Nawab 
Sahib, who is a very mine of the jewels of courtesy, 
and a treasury of true gentility, may God preserve him! 
regarding the commands of the holy writings as absolute, 
and as the true guide to happiness both in this world and 
the next, made a settlement of Rs. 25,000 on me in case of 
separation, and out of his separate maintenance made me 
an allowance of Rs. 3,000 a year as pin-money. 

A noble who receives dignity, rank, and title from his king 
is proportionately honoured by his contemporaries, is known 
to the world by that title as long as he lives, and every 
one in all transactions shows the consideration due to that 
rank and title. Therefore, on the 24th Zikat 1288 A.H., 

or 4th of February 1872 AD., I sent an official despatch 
fs to Colonel Osborne, C.B,, Political Agent, to the following 
effect :—When, with the sanction of the Supreme Govern- 
ment, my marriage was contracted with Bakshi Baki 
- Muhammad Khan “Nasrat Jang,” the following marks of 
were accorded to him by that Government :— 
i The title of Nawab with the addition of Nazir-ud- 
~ 2nd—A khilat from the Governor-General. 
—A salute of 17 guns within the territories of 

















id receive visits from English officers. 
d receive nazars from the officers® of 


nd 
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fi is a miitake as far as Nawab 8 
concerned. Nazars were not given to 
. Bhopal Battalion. 
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the Bhopal contingent on the occasion of his investiture 
with the khilat. 

6th—That the Assistant to the Political Agent should 
advance to meet him from the house at Jahangirabad as 
far as the bridge at the same place. 

“7th.—That the Mir Munshis of the Indore and Sehore 
Agencies should advance to meet him as far as the Budh- 
wara Gate. 

8th.—That the Agent to the Governor-General and the 
Political Agent of Bhopal should, on the occasion of their 
presence at Bhopal, visit him at his own house. 

These marks of distinction were all accorded by the 
British Government, while such honours as were the pecu- 
liar province of this State, such as the receipt of nazars from 
all officials, the members of my family, and the officers of 
State, also the assignment of a suitable estate, were conferred 
upon him by this Government. Now all the honours granted 
to my first husband by the British Government and the 
State ought to be accorded in like manner to Syud Sadik 
Hassan Khan, because both by Muhammadan and English 
law the second husband stands on an equality with the 

and therefore for the husband of the Ruler to be 
sly a servant of the State and hold the office of Second 

: + er is derogatory to the Ruler. ; 
itn, there is every reason why Syud Sadik Hassan 

Should be raised to the same rank as that enjoyed 
— Me rab Baki Muhammad Khan, and it is very 
isha tase “a ld resign the office of Second Minister. 
important that he should resign © we 

it is Yi suppliant’s prayer, tha 
Therefore, it is your sUupy 2 4 Sadik 
be pleased to grant to Syud Muhamma 
Coenen F bestowed on the first Nawab 
Hassan Khan all the honors 


“1, of “Nawab Walah Jah Amir-ul- 
Consort, and that the title of “} poe ee 


Sadik Has ; 
ioe pee eal by me in the first instance, 


is request was not preterre nis 
Pace, atone there is divine sanction for Be 
of widows, and the custom is universal — oni 
dans of other countries besides being common 


first, 
mere 
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yet the Muhammadans of India have abandoned the custom. 


which is looked upon as strange, and the prejudice of the 


Hindus against the remarriage of widows has become 


firmly rooted in their minds also, although it is contrary 
to common sense, to the religion of the Muhammadans, and 
opposed to the English law. 

' “There are some of my relatives who, from ignorance, 
disapprove of the marriage of widows; these persons 
regard with disfavour my second marriage as contrary to 
the usage of our family, and when they see my secon 
husband advanced to the rank of the first, their rancour 
will be increased; therefore I deemed it expedient to 
advance my present husband to the rank of the former by 
slow degrees. With this end in view, it was in the first 
place determined to confer upon him the office of Second 
Minister, which was vacant at the time. Now this office has 
been abolished, and the income of the estate of the Second 
Minister, which was allowed every year by the State in 
my late mother’s time, will be absorbed into the State 
coffers ; while an estate equal to that of the late Nawal 
will be given to my present husband, and his rank will be 
raised to the same equality. I hope that you will vouch- 
safe me a favourable reply to my plans.” 

This despatch was translated and forwarded in due 
course by post, by the Political Agent, to the Agent to the 
Governor-General for Central India, who, in like manner, 
forwarded it for the information of His Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor-General, who granted my praye™ 
Afterwards, according to the usual procedure, the despatch, 
conveying formal sanction, was forwarded to me by the 
Political Agent on the 17th of December 1872 A.D., oF the 
18th Rajab 1289 AH, and on the 10th Shéban he came to 
oe as the bearer of the khilat, presented by the 
eral, and stayed at the house in Jahangirakat. 
e Political Agent proceeded in State with 
fic Audience Hall in the Palace which 
decorated for the occasion. All the 
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officers of State, members of my family, subordinates, and 
landowners were assembled, according to custom, and, 
as usual, a salute was fired, and the appointed ceremony 
of Istikbal was observed. When we had all taken our 
seats, and the formal greetings had been exchanged, the 
Political Agent himself placed in my hands the congratula- 
tory despatch, sanctioning the khilat and the title of Nawab, 
and offered his good wishes, and Munshi Din Diyal, Mir 
Munshi, by order of the Political Agent, read the despateht 
aloud from beginning to end, in presence of the assembly. 

This is the purport of the despatch :— 

«“ Before this, on the 17th of September of this year, Your 
Highness was apprized of the joyful intelligence that the 
British Government had consented to confer the title of 
Nawab and a khilat on Nawab Muhammad Sadik Hassan 
Khan, your beloved husband. Accordingly, to-day it is my 
pleasing and agreeable duty, in the presence of this joyful 
assembly, which has been specially convened to witness this 
auspicious event, to confer on the Nawab the khilat and title 
which have been bestowed on him by the British Govern- 
ment, and T hereby proclaim before the assembled nobles 
and officers of the Bhopal State, that the title of Nawab 
Walah Jah Amir-ul-Mulk, and of a khilat suited to this 
exalted rank, have been conferred on the Nawab by the 
British Government, and that that illustrious Government 
has sanctioned all the marks of distinction appertaining to 

It is proper and expedient that the members of 
he nobles and officers of State, should 
he marks of respect and honour such as 
hopal enjoyed; and that the Nawab, in 
Jendid boon bestowed on me 
» : your to increase the 

fon a ee the interests and 
reputation 0 i 5 ’ oe 

ree ate poe wih a el 

«Tt is open to Your Highness anc nv eee mee 

the prosperity and progress of this State, wae 

Sea ent to other States, and to 

a pattern of good managem 


this rank. 
the ruling family, t 
cordially observe t 
former Nawabs of B 
gratitude for this sp 
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continue on that path of progress already so well com- 
menced, I now conclude these remarks with this prayer 
that the khilat and title may prove a blessing ind 
happiness to Nawab Syud Muhammad Sadik Hassan Khan 
and to Your Highness, as well as to all the nobles of this 
State, and that the attainment of this lofty rank by the 
Nawab may continue to be a matter of congratulation to 
Your Highness and to all your family and to the officers 
of this State. Dated the 15th October 1872. 

The Political Agent then invested the Nawab with the 
khilat, and the Nawab presented a nazar of 101 gold mohurs 
to the Politfeal Agent, in the name of the Governor-General, 
and all the ruling family and officers of State and land- 
owners, &¢., presented nazars to the Nawab, according to 
their respective means. Then the Political Agent took 
the Nawab with him to the Nawab Kudsia Begam’s house, 
to whom he presented a nazar of one gold mohur and five 
rupees, on account of her being of greater honour in our 
family than he, after which the Durbar broke up, and the 
Political Agent returned to his residence. — 


On this happy occasion, a sum of Rs. 1,000 was presented 


to the poor out of the State coffers, and all public servants 
contributed seven and a half days’ pay to the Nawab, besides 
the nazars brought in their hands amounting to ten per cent. 
on their salaries. Although, according to the established 
custom of the country, fifteen days’ pay ought to have been 
deducted from all officials, the Nawab was good enough to 
remit seven days’ pay, and only to take the other seven days’; 
one anna out of every rupee of revenue was also allowed by 
the State, and this sum was to be paid into the public trea- 
_ Sury, and to be expended in defraying the cost of a dinner 
to the poor and to the servants of the State. From the 
nning of 1280 Fasli, or the Ist Shabén 1289 A.H., 
: 5,472-10-3 was assigned from the Stae 













Khilat, valued at Rs. 10,000, bestowed by the Gover- 
was composed of the following articles :—one 
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diamond aigrette, one large pearl necklace, one turban, one 
gold embroidered mantle, one shawl, one coat, one piece of 
kincob, one piece of muslin, four double-barrelled guns, one 
gold-hilted scimitar, one gold lace sword-belt, one dagger, 
one bow, one quiver, one shield, one elephant with chased 
silver-vilt howdah, with trappings and head piece, one gold 


embroidered fan, one velvet-covered throne, one horse with 
We gold and silver trappings and gold-embroidered saddle. All 
these articles the Nawab made over to the State, and 


received in exchange their money value. After the receipt 
of the above estate, the Nawab doubled the annual sum of 
Rs. 3,000, which he had assigned as my allowance, and paid 
Rs. 6,000 into my private account from the Fasli year 1280. 

The third subject—Although in the three years which had 
elapsed since my accession I had made inspections of the 
three Divisions, accounts of which have been given in this 
Part III, yet, considering it to be expedient to keep up my 
acquaintance with the true state of the peasantry, and to 
keep the officials up to their work by my attention to busi- 
ness and inspections, I determined to institute regular tours, 
and started from Bhopal on the 10th Shawal 1288 A.H., 
tion of the Southern Division. About a fort- 
night was spent in each pargana, and the same measures 
“ taken as in former tours for the relief of the pea- 
juiring into the true conduet of the collectors, 
lioration of God’s creatures. Orders by? 
given to all, high and low, in my own camp, to pay ‘or 
2 aia in cash at the market-price, and the taking of 

: ler promise of payment from either the bazars 
eel «strictly prohibited. In this 
of the camp, or the town, was yp 
o generally found to be grateful and 

tour the peasantry were generally have bes ele 
contented, and the officials appeared to have 


ion and severe punishment from every 
red by fear of detection <n close a 


ind of illegality and oppression. 

‘sf proved to have been guilty of even slight Bess sat 
i i + jn proportion 

‘shed in a suitable manner in prope : 

ean tted In this tour only 758 petitions were presented, 


for an inspec 


were 
santry, for ink 
and for the ame 
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and suitable orders for their disposal were made to the 
heads ‘of the departments to which the petitions referred, 
~ One of the reforms introduced was as follows :-— 

_ Formerly it was the rule of the Civil Courts to sell by 
auction all the property which could be found of a debtor 
against whom several decrees had been given, and after dis- 
tributing the proceeds rateably among the creditors, to give 
the debtor receipts in full, This practice led to extensive 
concealment of property and to loss on the part of the 
creditors, and gave an opening for malpractices to the evil 
disposed. Therefore, this rule was substituted for the public 
good, that ‘ufter auction-sale of all known property and 
distribution of the proceeds among the creditors rateably, 
instead of releases in full, receipts for the money actually 
received were to be taken from the creditors, and execution 
could be again issued against any property belonging to 
the debtor which might be subsequently found. 

2nd—The period of limitation allowed in Bhopal in 

suits for recovery of debts and loans was fifteen years, while 

in the Cantonment of Sehore, according to the British law, 

‘ only three years were allowed; as the observance of this 
rule operated oppressive!y on plaintiffs who lived in the 

Cantonment of Sehore, the period of fifteen years was 

allowed in all cases without regard to the residence of the 

plaintiff. - 

___ 8rd.—There was no fixed mode of procedure in cases of 

‘bankrupt mahajuns, and on these occasions great trouble 
was given to judicial officers, and all sorts of opposition 
was offered to the creditors ; therefore the following rules 
ere made :—That any bankrupt declaring his own bank- 
ey, and praying that his creditors might be rateably 

, and it si Mee satisfactorily proved that he be 

ot, a list sh 















uld be taken of all his ascertained 
‘be attached ; the cause of his bank- 
,and a notification should be served on 
1e forward and lay their claims with- 

a schedule of creditors, with the 
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amounts of their debts, was to be prepared, and after the 
expiration of the above term, the creditor was to be 
informed of the share he would take according to the 
amount of his debt, and then the creditor should he at 
liberty to pay the Court-fees according to his dividend, 
and sue, on which the usual procedure in Civil Courts 
Also in cases of necessity, it was provided 
that debtors could be imprisoned for one month, to allow 
time for the creditors to find out what property the debtor 
had. and if the creditors and debtor, after the Court had 
taken the preliminary steps and attached the property, 
agreed to divide proportionately the assets of the debtor, 
half the usual fees should be deducted therefrom, and the 


would follow. 


balance made over to them for division. 

4th.—Poor people were often deterred from bringing 
suits to recover their just rights by inability to furnish 
security for payment of the Court fees, or by fear of the 
demand, in case they failed to prove their case, The 
following rule was therefore framed to meet this case— 
That the suit of a plaintiff, so poor as neither to possess 
property himself nor to be able to furnish security, 
should be entertained without payment of fees, which 


should be altogether remitted in case of dismissal for want 


of sroof, s 2 
ee ondars for describing documents of parties to 


suits which may be filed with the record, were given, 
that they were to be described at the time of ) their 
being filed, in order that in case of any dispute ae - 
might be known under what circumstances the ocument 


was filed. 


Gth.—Courtesans were in the habit of looking upon 


the dancing and singing of their re i —_ - 
their having been brought up and taught bd om 
own private property, and used to prevent their 


thereby exercising an authority contrary 0 aa 
and to our holy law. Therefore, it ae SS ae aa 
courtesans’ girls were free agents, and mig — 
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wishes, and marry if they liked, but that the ornaments 
jewellery, and property they might have at the time of 
their separation, should be considered the property of 
their trainers who had brought them up and had them 
educated. 

7th.—The term under which an appeal might be insti- 
tuted used to be three months from the date of procuring a 
copy of the order, but the defeated party used purposely 
to refrain from taking @ copy, inorder to extend the period 
allowed for appeal; to meet this, the following rule was 
framed, that, after the case was decided, the parties 
should be informed that they could take copies, and that 
the period allowed for appeal should count from the date 
of such information being given. 

8th—The pay of the watchmen of the city of Bhopal 
used to be collected from the people by the Criminal Courts, 
hy whom it was distributed, and it was with difficulty that 
the poor could pay. Notwithstanding that the money was 
raised for the protection of the people, yet out of pure 
kindness and pity, the levy of this tax was given up, an 
the payment of the chaukidars, at a monthly cost of 
Rs. 226, was undertaken by the State. 

9th—The servants and officials of Bhopal had been in 
the habit of taking villages in farm in the name of their 
; relations, and their position gave them opportunities for 
ssing the tenants and for preventing the realization 
of tr Government revenue. Therefore, orders were issued 
- that, on the expiration of the period of the current settle- 
“pant, no servant of any note or his relations should receive 
in farm. 
A request was made for discontinuance of the 

into the Sehore treasury of Rs. 12,000 a year, 

mi: ce of the Sehore and Bhopal road. 
from the Political Agent at Sehote 
to letters from the Agent to the 

al India and the Under Seere- 

nt of India, and enclosing eopies of 
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both letters, sanctioning the withdrawal of the annual 
contribution of Rs. 12,000 a year. 

The purport of the correspondence was that His Excel- 
leney the Governor-General agreed to the withdrawal of 
the payment of Rs, 12,000 from the end of the current year. 
Accordingly orders were given for the appointment of a 


superintendent and staff, to supervise the necessary expen= 
diture, and to construct the road with bridges, &e., between 
Sehore and Bhopal, and Bhopal and Hoshungabad, In the 


same way, great endeavours were constantly made by me 


to promote reforms, to which I gave much thought and 
consideration, : 

Fourth subject.—When His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Edinburgh, in returning from his visit to the Capital - 
Caleutta on his way to London, stayed for shooting on 
the banks of the Tawa River, near Hoshungabad, I prayed 
him to honour Bhopal with a visit; but his Royal 
Highness expressed so strong desire for speedy return 
to London, that it was impossible for him to honour 
Bhopal. Therefore, on the last day of Safar 1287 AH, 
1 addressed a petition to His Royal Highness, and begged 

curiosities and a souvenir some p1leces 
of embroidery worked by my own hands and also by the 
Sultan Jahan Begam, the heiress-apparent, with some 
nens of weapons, &e., manufactured at Bhopal. in 
to this the Prince of _ his Royal condescension 
with a letter, dated the 6th of November 
1871 A.D., and’ sent me -SOmS handsome peo 
English make, which were conveyed to on rough * 
Governor-General and the Indore a ore i = 
This is a description of the aii _— = a 
jens aera ee aie tablecloth covered 
one gold embroidered pice? —— pinnate: . 

ith embroidery, ‘ ’ z 
YF the Royal Family, @ P&? of very ee gm 
with jewelled frames, 2 put of opera § 
handsome and valuable clock, 


him to accept as 


speci 
reply 


honoured me 
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g : 38 
Ww ith ems. The letter which accompanied t y 
he if resents 
( iT ARENCE Ho Lonp' IN, November > i 
if i. r eceived your g Ss mo: 
AVE Hi hne 3 t 
> 3) 
elcome letter, together with the inter esting as bits ; 
Wi r spec ns 
of the arts and. manufactures of your country ,» Ww hich you 


hi 
_ have been good enough to send to me, and whieh I shall 


ever value as memorials of the ki i 
nd feelings toward ar 
same . myself which you have so graciously se se 
- ier Noe by the hands of your Highness iad 
y ughter the Nawab Sultan Jahan Begam will be 


_ treasured by me with special regard. Your Highness is 


pleased to refer to the regret with which 

: you look back 
Fea, cee i a which Diersnted aie oe : 
ade ‘ wet ak pd you, a source of great disappoint- 
NT i ne et YOu" Highnonw 
rae ons ers a a. administration of which both 
neces Cathe ‘ e late Nawab Sikandar Begam of 
aaa ue oh of yourself I had heard so much, and 
‘teteaty’s iia eh has indeed extended to all parts of Her 
Highnar isis have the pleasure to send for your 
Perio ae Ms vk pero of q the arts and 
ethics pal 3 , though of trifling value 
with which aes seit to assure you of the sincerity 
Your Highness’ faithful friend and well-wisher, 


| : ALFRED. 
o H. H. tae Nawas Swansanan Becam or Buopat. 


7 


Majesty on account of your hearty 
ss of your dominions, the redressing 
hie nt of your subjects, and your 


a 
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loyalty to the British Government, which have been report- 
ed by the Government of India, to confer upon you of her 
Royal condescension the dignity of Knight Grand Comman- 
der of the Star of India, and has sent her commands to the 
Viceroy to confer on you the Star and Insignia of the first 
class of this exalted order.” Next he wrote on the 14th 
of Ramzan 1289 A. HL, equal to the 16th of November 
1872, the Viceroy will visit Bombay and receive some of 
the greatest Chiefs of India and will then invest you with 
these marks of Royal favour. 

On the 5th Ramzan 1289 A. HL, or 7th of November 
1872 A.D.,1 set out from Bhopal for Bombay with my 
State officers, nobles, and escort, in all numbering 276 per- 
sons. I was accompanied by my beloved daughter the Sultan. 
Jahan Begam, the Nawab Ammir-ul-mulk Walah Jah, the 
Madar-ul-Maham, Faiz Muhammad Khan, Nazir Muhammad 
Khan, Akil Muhammad Khan, Latif Muhammad Khan 
Bakshi Muhammad Hassan Khan, with the Treasurer Lalji 
‘and other servants, and took with me the necessary equip- 
age and six horsemen under an officer. We travelled slowly 
as far as Chipanir on the Bhopal side of the Narbada, 

after crossing the river, took the rail at Hurda in 
which station we left at 5 pM. on the 
hed the Byculla station of Bombay 
at 11 a.m. on the following day. Colonel Osborne, C.B., 
Political Agent of Bhopal, and Messrs. Osborne and Gonne, 
Political Secretary and an Aide-de-Camp and Interpreter 
of the Governor of Bombay’s were present on the platform. 
Mr. Osborne shook hands with me and my daughter, and 
asked after our health. First, I and my daughter, then 


the Nawab and the rest of my Sirdars got out . Ke a 
r e a veil on the oceasion. SIT Jamas i 
rs . =e tlemen of distinction had 


Cursetji and many other gen! 
assembled to receive Us. Mr. Gonne escorted me and Mr. 


Osborne escorted my daughter, Colonel Osborne rey 
with the Aide-de-Camp, and the Interpreter with a pat ‘ 
When we reached the outside of the station we foun) wh 


and, 
British territory, 
10th Ramzan, and reac 
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up a guard of honour of the 83rd Regiment of Infanty 


y, Aa , 
who presented arms, while the band played the general without permission, brought his carriage in front of mine 
salute. The first carriage was occupied by me, my daughter paying no attention to the remonstrances of the mace- 
Mr. Osborne and the Nawab, and Colonel Daborne Mr, ; bearer. The officer, whose duty it was to preserve the 


Gonne, the Aide-de-Camp of the Governor, and my Sirdars prescribed order of carriages, on being informed of this 
J ars 1: 
by Lachman Sing, Jemadar of mace-bearers, made the Raja 


followed in other carriages, and we were escorted by » 
detachment of the Poona horse. A salute of 19 tote a j of Kolapur take his carriage to the rear of ours, which, 
fired, and the English gentlemen accompanied us to Limji 
Manikji’s house, which had been engaged for me as my 
residence for one month at a rent of Rs. 1,550. : 
Four o'clock the same afternoon was the time fixed for 
my interview with the Governor of Bombay, and after the 
eeremony of istikbal, in which the Secretary and Aide-de- 
Camp came as far as our house, the visit was paid at the 
Governor's Residence, and we were escorted home again in 
the same manner. On the 12th Ramzan at 8-30 aa, the 
Governor returned the visit, the Madar-ul-maham and 
Bakshi Muhammad Hassan Khan were deputed to wait on 
him at his house, to bring him and escort him back again. 
A salute was fired from the Fort, and a detachment of 
European Infantry attended at my residence to present arms 
to the Governor. On the same day at 3 p.at, the Governor- 
General, Lord Northbrook, arrived by steamer and landed 
at the pier, and was received at the landing place near the 
_ Fort by all the Native Chiefs assembled at Bombay and 
by the English officers. His Excellency Lord Northbrook 
ies went straight from the steamer to his tent, whence he pro- 
ceeded in a carriage to the residence of the Governor of 
Bombay, accompanied by all the Native Chiefs, &c., in car- 
also. At the time of the reception, I, the Sultan Jahan 
n, the Nawab and the First Minister were all in the 


before such a large concourse, was a severe rebuff, On the 
Governor-General’s arrival at his destination, all the 
Chiefs departed for their own residences. 

From the sea-shore to the Governor's mansion, the 
entire distance led through streets with houses on both 
sides. Each street was so crowded, that there must have 
been hundreds of thousands of people assembled, while 
the number of women and children at every window of the 
seven-storied houses was beyond all computation. The 
numbers of carriages and horsemen made the spectacle 
well-worth seeing. It is said that the population of 
Bombay exceeds 700,000 and_ the carriages are more 
than 7,000. 

On the 13th Ramzan 1289 A.H., or 15th November 
1872 A.D., I was received by the Viceroy at a private 

The Foreign Secretary and an Aide-de-Camp, with 
, escort of cavalry, met us half way, and escorted us the 
same distance on our return. To this interview there also 
went the Nawab Sultan Jahan Begam, and the Nawab 
Walla Jah, the First Minister, the Commander of my Forces, 
Munshi Moti Lal, Vakil, and Lala Lalji, the Treasurer, 
After the first formal greetings, after a short interval all 
. vars. 1 then enquired after the health 
presented their nazar: fee the a 
of His Lord ship and daughter, and also ai er the he 
Her Graci Majesty, to each of which enquiries His 
exis i sourteous replies ; after which 
Lordship returned full and cou p 
he observed that the proposed Durbar at Umballa had been 
a on on account of the sickness there, otherwise he 
i ; e given me the further trouble of attending 
would have g t was with pleasure, and not trouble, 


there. I replied that i Lae : 
“that I received his commands. He then asked, Have you 


visit. 
ar 















order. First the carriage drawn by four horses of ¢ 
¢ 1, next to which was the carriage ,of a 
that oecupied by me, and then that 
1. During the procession, the 
g the prescribed order and = 
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“not written an account of Mecca in English? T answered 
that it was my late mother who had written that book, 
and that I had written a history of Bhopal in Urdu and 
Persian, which had not yet been translated into English, 
but that when translated I would do myself the honour of 
sending hima copy. After this conversation, attar and 
betel-nut and garlands of flowers were distributed: mino 
were received from Lord Northbrook himself, those for 
the Nawab Sultan Jahan Begam and the Nawab wore 
bestowed by the Foreign Secretary, and the others present 
received theirs from the Aide-de-Camp. The Governor- 
General advanced to the edge of the carpet to meet us at 
our entry and escort us on our departure. On my return 
Imet the Nawab Kudsia Begam going towards Govern- 
ment house, and heard that, owing to the Durbar being 
over, she was not honoured with a regular visit according to 
precedent, but that there was merely a private meeting. 
On Saturday the 16th November, or 24th Ramzan 1289 
A.H., at 3 PM., we proceeded in carriages to the 
Governor-General’s Durbar for the purpose of receiving 
the Order of the Star of India. I was accompanied by the 
Political Agent, the Nawab Sultan Jahan Begam, the 
Nawab, the First Minister, Akil Muhammad Khan, Nazir 

- Muhammad Khan, Latif Muhammad Khan, and Faiz 
Muhammad Khan. Near the Durbar Tent, we drew our 
up, and waited according to the instructions given 
the Political Agent, until such time as we should be 
for. A floor cloth had been laid down all the way 
om our carriages to the Durbar Tent, a distance of several 

dred paces. Every Knight Grand Commander who hal 
summoned to attend the Durbar was received at “ 

f the cipal road by the Under-Secretary, 2” 
ad ‘at tent Shih had been pitched for e 
for robing himself with the mantle 

“was escorted to the Durbar Tent 
In the tent were assembled the 
land third class, and, according 
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Knights in Order. 
answered to their names ; 
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the prescribed forms of the Chapters, the Knights Grand 
Commanders were behind the Knights of the second class, 
in front of whom were the Companions of the Order, while 
in rear of the Knights Grand Commander was the Gover- 
nor-General wearing his robes as Grand Master of the 
Order, the train of his mantle being held up by two 
pages. According to our notions, the Governor-General, 
though superior in rank, oceupied a position inferior to 
that of the Native Princes. We concluded that the highest 
place was counted from the left side, and commenced from 
the back descending to the front, inasmuch as thase in front 
were of the lowest rank. The arrangement of the Proces- 
sion and Durbar was as follows. First the sticks in wait- 
ing and mace-bearers, then the officers of the troops on 
duty, the Under-Secretary and the Foreign Secretary, 
then the Companions of the Star or Members of the third 
class, then the Knights Commanders or Members of the 
second class, then the Members of the first class, and 
preceding each Knight Grand Commander an Officer 
earrying his banner, while in rear of the Knight were 
his Sirdars and friends: the Military Secretary and 
Private Secretary of the Viceroy and Governor-General 
each carrying the banners of the Grand Master, and behind 
the Grand Master were the Officers and servants of the 
synor-General. 
“i the Grand Master entered the Durbar Tent which 
had been arranged as above, the Members of the Order 
stood up in rows each in his place, and remained standing 
until he reached his throne, also each Knight made obei- 
: aste the latter passed his place, 

sance to the Grand Master as Pp 

alute was fired. Afterwards by order of the 
pee & Royal set Secretary proclaimed the Chapter to 
Grand Master, the Secretary pro ue 
have commenced, and began to call over the names 
Those who were present stood up and 
and for those who were oe 
the Under-Secretary replied. Soke eee 
that this Chapter had been convened by 
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not written an account of Mecca in English ? I answered 
that it was my late mother who had written that book. 
and that I had written a history of Bhopal in Urdu and 
Persian, which had not yet been translated into English, 
Dut that when translated I would do myself the honour of 
sending hima copy. After this conversation, attar an 
betel-nut and garlands of flowers were distributed ; mine 
were received from Lord Northbrook himself, those for 
the Nawab Sultan Jahan Begam and the Nawab were 
bestowed by the Foreign Secretary, and the others present 
received theirs from the Aide-de-Camp. The Governor- 
General advanced to the edge of the carpet to meet us at 
our entry and escort us on our departure. On my return 
I met the Nawab Kudsia Begam going towards Govern- 
ment house, and heard that, owing to the Durbar being 
over, she was not honoured with a regular visit according to 
precedent, but that there was merely a private meeting, 
On Saturday the 16th November, or 24th Ramzan 1289 
AH, at 3 PM. we proceeded in carriages to the 
Governor-General’s Durbar for the purpose of receiving 
the Order of the Star of India. I was accompanied by the 
Political Agent, the Nawab Sultan Jahan Begam, the 
Nawab, the First Minister, Akil Muhammad Khan, Nazir 
Muhammad Khan, Latif Muhammad Khan, and Faiz 

Muhammad Khan. Near the Durbar Tent, we drew our 
oan iage up, and waited according to the instructions given 
us by the Political Agent, until such time as we should be 
gent for. A floor cloth had been laid down all the way 
from our carriages to the Durbar Tent, a distance of several 
hundred paces. Every Knight Grand Commander who had 
summoned to attend the Durbar was received at the 
» of the principal road by the Under-Secretary, and 
ucted to a tent which had been pitched for his 
and for robing himself with the mantlé of 
ich he was escorted to the Durbar Tent 
In the tent were assembled the 
f the second and third class, and, according te 
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the prescribed forms of the Chapters, the Knights Grand 
Commanders were behind the Knights of the second class 
in front of whom were the Companions of the Order, while 


in rear of the Knights Grand Commander was the Gover- 
*, la aye , . . 
nor-General wearing his robes as Grand Master of the 
; Order, the trai P his me i 
a - L . ; bea of his mantle being held up by two 
: : pages. According to our notions, the Governor-General 
though superior in rank, occupied a position inferior to 


that of the Native Princes. We concluded that the hichest 
place was counted from the left side, and commensed sain 
the back descending to the front, inasmuch as those in front 
were of the lowest rank. The arrangement of the Proces- 
sion and Durbar was as follows. First the sticks in wait- 
ing and mace-bearers, then the officers of the troops on 
duty, the Under-Secretary and the Foreign Secretary, 
then the Companions of the Star or Members of the third 
class, then the Knights Commanders or Members of the 
second class, then the Members of the first class, and 
preceding each Knight Grand Commander an Officer 
carrying his banner, while in rear of the Knight were 
his Sirdars and friends: the Military Secretary and 
Private Secretary of the Viceroy and Governor-General 
each carrying the banners of the Grand Master, and behind 
the Grand Master were the Officers and servants of the 
Governor-General. 

When the Grand Master entered the Durbar Tent which 
had been arranged as above, the Members of the Order 
stood up in rows each in his place, and remained standing 
until he reached his throne, also each Knight made obei- 
sance to the Grand Master as the latter passed his place, 
and a Royal salute was fired. Afterwards by order of the 
Grand Master, the Secretary proclaimed the Chapter to 
have commenced, and began to call over the names of the 
Knights in Order. Those who were present stood up and 
‘answered to their names; and for those who were absent 
the Under-Secretary replied. Then the Secretary proclaimed 
‘that this Chapter had been convened by Royal mgr! for 
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the installation of the Nawab Shahjahan Begam, Ruler of 

Bhopal, and of the Hon’ble John Strachey, after which the 

Foreign and Under-Secretaries came to my carriage to con- 

duct me to the Durbar Tent, where two other gentlemen 

met us, and the procession advanced in this manner; First 

the sticks in waiting, then the mace-bearer, then the Under- 

Secretary with the Star of the Order, and behind him the 

Foreign Secretary, next came two gentlemen, then the 

Political Agent of Bhopal, then an Officer with the banner 

furled, then I followed, and behind me my companions. As 

soon as we set foot within the Durbar Tent, the soldiers of 
a the guard presented arms to me, and we took the seats 

_ specially provided for us. Behind me was the Political 

J Agent’s chair, and by the side of him was the chair of 
Bakshi Hafiz Muhammad Hassan Khan, as it was necessary 

for him to hold up the banner. Behind him were the chairs 
of my daughter and of the Nawab and First Minister, and 
in their rear the seats of the rest of our party. On account 
. of my sex, the Government were pleased to allow two little 
girls to act as my train bearers. The order in which the 
Native Princes were seated in this Durbar, was regulated 
by their seniority on the rolls of the Star of India. 

“The Foreign Secretary gave the Royal mandate to the 
- Grand Master, who ordered the installation to be made, I 
nt up to the throne in which the Grand Master was 
ted, the Seeretary took the Star from the table, and after 
ded it to the Grand Master, who gave the Royal 
e Secretary, which he read aloud. He then 
to the table, and at a sign from the Grand Master, 
sle took the Star, and Sir Edward Russell 
cretary, and both gentlemen attired 
der, and conducted me to the foot 
obeisance while the two gentle- 
n each side. The Grand Master 
my neck and 
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the Star of India, of which most Exalted Order Her Majesty 
has been graciously pleased to appoint you to be a Knight 
Grand Commander. . 

After which a salute of 19 guns was fired, and the 
Foreign Secretary led me up to each Knight Grand Com- 
mander in turn, who shook hands with me, after which he 
conducted me to the table, where I signed an agreement as 
provided in the rules of the Order; then I bowed and took 
my place in front of my chair, and Bakshi Muhammad 
Hassan Khan, my standard bearer, unfurled and waved my 
banner according to the rules. There was a, flourish of 
trumpets, and the Secretary of the Order proclaimed aloud 
my titles before the assembly, after which I and the rest of 
the assembly, who had remained standing.in a respectful 
manner, took our seats. 

Afterwards Sir John Strachey was installed as a member 
of the second class, there was neither mantle nor collar in 
this class, and then the Durbar broke up, and the Viceroy * 
and Governor-General took his departure under a salute of 

* 21 guns. All the Grand Commanders left the Durbar accord- 
ing to their seniority, and proceeded to the tents set apart 
for them, where they divested themselves of their mantles 
before returning to their residences. On. the way I was 

Foreign Secretary, who gave into my hands the 

a Member of the Order with the 

This is the Deed. Victoria 


met by the 

Royal Deed, appointing me 
Queen's signature attached. 

by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great ay 
Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith and : "A 
Sovereign of the Most Exalted Order of the Star of India, to oa 5 
Her Highness the Nawab Shahjahan Begam, Rulerof Bhopal, Aen “¢ 
greeting: Whereas we are desirous of conferring upon Meg 

7 you such a mark of our Royal Favour as will evince the 

esteem in which we hold your person and the services 

which you have rendered to our Indian Empire, we ot 

hought fit to nominate and appoint you to be a Knight 


SGirand Commander of our Most Exalted Order of the o : ‘ 





— 


Wie cigeat 
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_ Grant of the dignity of a Knight Grand Commander of 
the Most Exalted Order of the Star of India to Her High- 
ness the Nawab Shahjahan Begam of Bhopal. . 
We do, therefore, by these presents, grant unto you the 
dignity of a Knight Grand Commander of our said Order, 
and hereby authorize you to have, hold, and enjoy the 
dignity and rank of a Knight Grand Commander of our 
aforesaid Order, together with all and singular the pri- 
vileges thereunto belonging and appertaining. 
- Given at our Court at Balmoral under our sign Manual 
and the Seal of our said Order, this thirtieth day of May 
~ 1872 in the thirty-fifth year of our reign. 


By Her Majesty's command, 
(Sd.) Tllegible. 


In this Durbar, counting those who took part in the cere- 
mony and the spectators besides, there were probably more 
than 5,000 persons. Onmy return to my residence, I com- 

posed an address of thanks for this exalted dignity conferred 
on me, and sent it to the Political Agent. The address was 
as follows :—“I return a thousand thanks to the Creator of 
heaven and earth, who has entrusted the rule of Hindustan 
to a Sovereign more mercifw), attentive, and thoughtful 
for the interests of India than of England her native 
country. This Sovereign is the Queen of Great Birtain. 
Thanks be to God that Pure Being, for entrusting the 
Empire of Hindustan to a Ruler of such clemency ; Thanks 
be to God who has made the people of Hindustan obedient 
to a monarch so just and powerful, that all the Chiefs of 
industan are enabled, merely by the ample protection and 
the prestige of her empire, to reign in their own capitals 
t fear or dread of foreign enemies or invaders. I can 
ag and true illustration of this. Let all persons 

When the officers and administrators of this 

sfied themselves of the sincere loyalty of my 
her country of Bhopal was, in the first place, 
rescued by the despatch of European troops 
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from the hostile attempts of foes and invaders; secondly 
as a reward for her loyalty the Pargana of Bairesia wi 
granted for ever to the Bhopal State, with which it was 
incorporated ; thirdly, she received the first class of the Star 
of India ; fourthly, after her death, Her Majesty the Queen, 
Empress of India and Great Britain, caused her Secretary of 
State in England to write to me a letter of condolence, by 
which special act of condescension I was greatly honoured ; 
and fifthly, she has issued her commands to her Governor- 
General who has done me the honour of conferring the first 
class of the Order of the Star of India upon me in_public 
Durbar. Along life would not adequately suffice to show the 
gratitude I owe her for her favours, condescension and 
protection. Therefore we should all, small and great, firmly 
and steadfastly support the empire of such a Ruler in 
ering her a ready obedience, and considering 


Hindustan, rend 


the stability of Her Rule 
own power and that of our 


pean gentlemen 


true is the illustration I have given. 
His Excellency the Viceroy 


this my address 
in order that st 
favours which he 
late beloved mot 

In the evenir 


balland display of firewor 
rd of invita 


and sent & ca 
prevented from 
He was a 


which is treasul 
ral is a most courteous, 
shows great cons 


Gene 
gentleman, and 


Im the three interviews 


ig the Governor 


to be likewise the stability of our 
descendants. Let all the Euro- 


and others here* assembled reflect how 


It is my hope that 
and Governor-General will lay 


before Her Gracious Majesty the Queen, 
re may be aware of my gratitude for those 
ive been shown by Her Government to my 


her and to myself.” 


indisp< 


ed by me as & souvenir. 
frank, affable, 
leration to 


T had with him as 


panne 





* This speech appears 0 hav 


put could not have 


e been composed for 


been delivered. 


General gave a nautch or 
ks, in honour of the Native Princes, 
tion to me among others, but I was 
sition from availing myself of it. 


Jso good enough to give me a portrait of 


The Governor- 
firm, discerning 
Native Princes. 
well as in the 


eee 


delivery in Durbar, 
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Durbar, he each time showed more attentive consideration 
and lofty appreciation. — 

_ Two or three days afterwards, the Political Agent sent me 
alittle book which had been compiled under the orders of 
the Government of India, and contained the Regulations 
regarding the Star of India. Inasmuch as the contents 
of this book deserve perusal, and should be borne in mind by 
all Members of the O rder of the Star of India, the following 

epitome is— given “ [Then follow some twenty 
Regulations regarding the Order of the Star of India, which 
it is believed are to be found in the little book referred to, 
¥ and which fnay reasonably be omitted here.—H. C. B.] 

On Thursday the 17th of Ramzan, the Governor-General 
Seat honoured me with a return visit at my residence. The 
ai Nawab and the First Minister proceeded as far as the resi- 
. dence of the Thakur of Bhaunagar to escort the illustrious 
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namely, the Agents for Central India and Rajputana, who 
were also present. The tovernor-General descended from 
his throne and received the garland most graciously. He 
was accompanied by thirteen gentlemen of rank, all the 
rast of whom received attar and pan at the hands of the 
Nawab. 

The port of Bombay is ona large island, and also built on 
the sea-shore in the Concan country. It is stated that little 
more than a century ago, it was merely an unhealthy village, 
but that ever since its acquisition by the kings of England, 
it has continually grown in importance, until at the sresent 
e of the great ports of the world. It is probable 






day it is on 
that the Musulman population equals the Hindu, and that 
the Christians are as numerous as the Parsees ; many of the 
inhabitants are merchants of great wealth ; every kind of 
costly merchandise from China and Europe is to be met 
with in plenty in the bazaars, and if a complete circuit of 
the town be made, men from every quarter of the world 
would be seen. The inhabitants of this city, especially 
~ the merchants, are great cheats and rogues. The climate is 
very unhealthy, and does not agree with visitors from other 
towns. The houses range from two to five, six and even 
seven storeys in height, many being of Yow een 
fine edifices of brick, stone, and iron, the : s a wide, 
‘cht, and in good order, and water is laid on by means 
peli The mosques, for instance that 


* es to all the houses. 
a he fiction, is very fine and well frequented, but the 
ften schismatics. hs | 
: ndu temples and Christian Churches, 


2 i ees are fine and high, being 
and the Lge Recs most celebrated of the ie 
visible from eae Jama Masjid, built bya merchant —_ 
| isithasnc ad Sa-id; it is three storeys 1 height, — — 

ica ing in ‘appearance ; the Christian Ch > Fst 
arid saat a massive building. The Fort used : = age 
‘Fort “Garaget three ditches one within the Res oo j 
Free we nilors finding’ thatthe buildings: “NNN © “a 








Be mater salute was fired from the Fort, and a detach- 
ARSE ht European Infantry with their band was sent to 
i my residence to present arms to the Governor-General. In 
____ this Durbar, all my relations and the officers who had 
> accompanied me to Bombay were present, and they all 
__ offered _nazars of gold mohurs, which the Governor-General 
--was good enough to excuse. He said “your Highness has 

been put to inconvenience by making this journey in the 
th of Ramzan, if I had only known of it before, the 
the Durbar should have been fixed to take place 
onth of Ramzan was over.” Such was the 













ministers are : 
‘ There are many Hi 
e climate of Bombay did not suit me, and 
d to leave as soon as possible: he expressed 
niality of the climate, and 
oceed to the abovementioned 
n han resented the Governor- 
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belonged to rich people and were very crowded, had the 


walls removed, filled up the ditches with earth, and levelled 
the ground, which was sold in building plots to the rich, at 
high prices, and another Fort was built on some hich 
ground on an island. Grafted mangoes, Concan plantains, 
dates from Muscat and Basra, and many kinds of fish, aro 
sold here ; and all other fruits, both fresh and dried, and all 
kinds of provisions and wines, clothes and articles, (ec. 
which it would take long to enumerate, are to be had in 
abundance, but everything is very expensive. In Bombay 
theresare neither elephants nor camels, and but few palan- 
quins ; all the people, from the highest to the lowest, drive in 
carriages, and some also ride on horseback; even if a 
thousand carriages were wanted for hire, they could be 
procured, Arab horses are to be had at all prices from 
Rs. 300 to Rs. 3,000, or Rs. 4,000 each. The prosperity of 
the city has doubled, since shops from all nations have 
come there, Arabs, Persians, Turks, Turanians, Chinese, 
Europeans, and Hindustanis from all parts of India can be 
recognized by their costumes, and are met with in numbers 
in every street and coffee-house. 

The Town Hall is a Government building, very spacious 
and well arranged. Every Wednesday the Governor of 
Bombay goes there and transacts public business. This 
handsome edifice is beautifully fitted with chandeliers, and 
the floors are covered with expensive carpets. In one large 
Chamber—the assembly room—there is on one side a marble 
statue of Lord Elphinstone, Governor of Bombay, and 
opposite a statue of some very distinguished European 
gentleman. The walls of this apartment are hung in an 
appropriate manner with portraits of Indian Rajas and 









of Sir John Malcolm,* who was born in 1772, and died in 
33 A.D. There are also the bodies of a man and chiid, 


aes 
i representative of the British Government. 
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and the head of an elephant preserved by the effects of 
some unguent, so that their life-like appearance continues 
unchanged ; they are kept in glass cases. Adjoining this 
room is another in which are stuffed birds and animals, so 
arranged as to appear alive. Also there is a steel quoit of 
some Sikh of the Akéli tribe, which thrown from the finger 
in the Panjab war would kill a man. A cannon ball of a gun 
of Dewan Mulraj, Governor of Multan, and his quiver, bow 
and coat of mail are preserved as memorials of him. And 
an English inscription round the cornice informs us that 
the foundations of this building were laid in 1802, a4 that 
it was completed in 1823 A.D. 

Among other places worth mentioning is the Dock (Godi), 
in which both steamers and sailing-vessels are constructed, 
and in the iron and wooden factories attached are made all 
the iron and woodwork required in porch The 

k is like a trench on the sea-shore, with a very — 

tse door, serie kept shut. The tide on the sea-shore 
rises and falls twice a day, and when a new ship mn 
_ pleted, the gate is opened to let in the rising tide, an 
Dock fills with water, on which the ship is floated 
sea. Afterwards the gates are again closed, and the wa 
is pumped out again. There are large numbers ¢ 
steamers and sailing-vessels in this port, but vu 
ment orders, the steamers are gradually supersedii 
We paid a visit to @ mail-steamer, er, 
g and very wide, it contained m 
state rooms and bath rooms, all beautifully — 
ie f accommodation for peo} 
~ there appeared plenty © 0 

; for stowing away baggage 
separately, and also ie d clothing 
sary stores for eating, drinking, an 


provided. : 
~ The Mint is well worth seeing. Here a ~~ 
snstruments for stamping the obverse kee pe 

crucibles for melting the silver, and is 
wan pure and alloyed silver, roller for 


ms 


















other vessels. 
was 350 yards lon 






































[PART qr. 





rupees, clippers and instruments for polishing, and grind- 
= 3 stones for sharpening the tools, also very large vessels, 
_ in which silver to the weight of Rs. 14,000 can bo 
he melted at once, and ces in the scales of which 
__ Rs. 10,000 can be accurately weighed. All these things we 

saw, and besides the above, we inspected many other 
machines which would not only be tedious to describe, 
but the uses of which cannot be understood without 
special knowledge. 

_ There are many gardens and other places worth seciny 
and deserving of mention, especially the cotton weaving 
and spinning factories, and those for the manufacture of 
plain and coloured fabrics; the casual observer, ignorant 
Ae ~ of the uses of the machines and appliances at work, is fille: 

fs with wonder at the sight. 
On the opposite shore of the bay is a lofty tower, with 
: one bastion, surmounted by a glazed chamber, in which 
1 lamps are set by night. It is said that, at night-time, sailors 
can distinguish their light at a distance of 100 miles, and 
thus know that they have come near to Bombay. Near 
4 this lighthouse is a building, containing a large telescope, 
___ by which the real appearance of the stars can be observed, 
and there is also an instrument for gauging the heat of 

_ the sun. 

Besides the English gentlemen and great merchants, the 
of the Sultan of Turkey, and the Vakil of the Shah 
, Aghai Khan, son-in-law of Fath Ali Shah, late 
‘Persia, are persons of distinction, who live at this 
Mulla Firoz, son of Mulla Kaus, was one of the 
Parsis of this place, he was author of the George- 
book in three parts, written in the Dari Persian 
CO ng a history of the Kings at London, an 
conquest of India and of the battles between 
“Indians in 40,000 couplets, after the 
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of Makrez is the author. 
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on a tour to Surat and Ahmadabad in Guzerat. The train 
started at 7 o'clock in the morning, and arrived at Surat 
at 5 in the evening. In the journey we passed over nearly 
150 bridges of iron, three or four of which were very large. 
S The country on each side of the line consisted princi- 
pally of forest and cocoanut and date palm groves, with 
only a small proportion of cultivated land. On our arrival 
at Surat, an official reception, with all the honours, was given 
us by the J udge, and we were honoured by a salute. A stay 
of one day was made to visil the places of interest. I 
met the ladies of the family of Mulla Najmuddip, the 
Chief of all the Bohras, and he was civil enough to lend us 
two carriages and to entertain us with dinner. As is the 
custom of his family, he sent several pieces of cloth, &e., 
for the acceptance of myself, the Nawab, and the First 
Minister, and so pressing was he that we were obliged 
to keep them. : 
During the reign of the Emperors of Delhi and Kings of 
Gujerat, there was no port in Hindustan, to compare with 
Surat, and the Admirals of this port were among the most 
illustrious and renowned of the courtiers of the above- 
mentioned Sovereigns; but now the city is fallen into decay, 
and most of its inhabitants are poor and in want, and j 
the quarters, occupied by the Bohras and Parsis, < some- 
what more prosperous, the remainder of the city gives rise 
sholy reflections. There is ‘a tradition that 
to melanc bel ie “Paras” was quenched by the cold steel 
the sacred fire o ; ee eee fiying Pee inl : 
of the heroes of Islam, a bane Dae a 
native country, took refuge 10 Surat, whi y ates 


migrated to Bombay. 
The Bohras belong to 








the Ismailian sect, which is as ad 
<1:. vligion ; Mulla Najmuddin, who is their 
b ha of the Shia religion ; ; 
ae lives in semi-regal aplacs “s —_ 
eosin and their followers 18 _ Be ane ae 
waiz'-wal-Hibar, © 
he ce eh The subject 1s there 
f it has been ? 


eat | | and ap abstract © 
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Mulavi Muhammad’Abbas (the Sublime) in his pamphlet 
“ Amdatulakhbar.” 
The serai or travellers’ rest-house, built in the time of the 
Emperor Shahjahan, is still standing, and the following 
inscription in verse is carved round the arch of the entrance 
gateway— 
In the name of the Creator of the Sun and Moon, 
In the reign of the Emperor Shajahan, 
There was built by a lord full of truth 
This building, in appearance an Inn, in reality a Heaven. 
4 ; ee or the date of this building this voice descended from the Sky, 
“ Blessed is this Inn, a building of truth.” 
The Fort of Surat was built in the reign of Mahmud 
Shah, King of Gujarat, the annalist of whose reign has 
- given the height of the gateway of the Fort at 35 cubits, 
and its breadth at 15 cubits, with the breadth of the ditch 
at 20 cubits. There were four doors firmly fixed into the 
wall with lead, and the masonry of the walls was clamped 
together with iron ; but now owing to the uses it has been 
put to by the British Government its appearance is quite 
changed. Several offices have been built in it, and one or 
two wall-pieces on a bastion are all that remains of the 
Fort. 

The hospital built by the English isa fine building ; 
there are many other buildings now in ruins; and many 
spaces within the city walls are given up to cultivation. 

After a stay of one day, we proceeded by train, which 




















s the Narbada at Broach, is very fine. We passed the 
station also. Onour arrival atthe Ahmadabad station, 
received officially by the Judge and the Deputy 
yr, and a salute was fired in our honour; we alighted 
e of Jey Singh Bhai, one of the principal bankees 

uty Collector entertained us with an 
‘stay lasted two days, and before our 
es were made, We visited the Fort 
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of Beder, the Jama Masjid, the tombs of Ahmad Shah and 
his wives and children, and Shah Alam, and the well of 
seven storeys. 

The Fort of Beder is no longer in its original condition, 
the British Government has rebuilt it after a new fashion: 
and converted it into a prison factory, the products of which, 
viz., carpets, caps, durrees, stockings, &c., were shown to us. 
There are some Burmese prisoners in this jail, whose 
bodies from their waist to the knee were tattoed in blue 
in imitation of drawers, square pieces of gold and silver 
were inserted in their arms above the elbow, thes flesh 
having been cut for the purpose, and the whole of their 
breasts were tattoed in red also, which appears to be the 
fashion in that country. 

Ahmadabad in Gujerat enjoys rather @ good climate, 
the roads are broad, but it is full of ruinous houses whose 
owners have long since passed away. The date of the 
foundation of this city is to be found in the word (Kher) 
a and Mulla Halavi of Shiraz wrote in the Ahmadnamah, 
‘a historical poem, that Nasir-uddin Ahmad Shah of Gujarat 
founded it in the month of Zikat 813 AH. On Tues- 
day the 8th of the month Safar 1194 A.H. it passed from 
the Agents of the King of Delhi into the hands of the Eng- 


and kincob of good quality 


lish. Large quantities of silk ali 
used to be made here and exported for sale to other cities, 


i ‘acture has fallen off. 

t this manufacture has fa F <a 
Fhe Jama Masjid, the finest building in the city, excited 
our admiration : it is said that the date of its bre makes 
the word ,4 (well). Munshi Sikandar, author o e Ama- 

: asf asurements of this mosque as 


i iven the me 
i-Sakandar, has given . 
follows: The length, exclusive of the courtyard and — 


rooms on the north and cont ee “I ie 
Jnsive of the courtyard, 50 yards, Ww purtyard 120 
Se a of both wings, north and south, 20 yards. 


352 pillars in the mosque exclusive of the royal 
2 













yards ; 
There are 


* Gaz (or yard) of Akbar measured 33 inches. 
























lume 8 columns in the. 

‘south, wings 212 columns. 
north and south, there are 32 
the dome 98 columns, exclusive 

the north andsouth. There are 77 large 
ways, 20 smaller doorways, 57 staircases, and each of 
two 186 yards high, and contains 93 


‘college of Shah’ Alam, who was a very 








4 that Mahmud of Gujarat made a forest called 
“Deer Park,” two Parasangs* in circumference, and a 
en outside the city, named “The Paradise,” 10 miles 


discover a single trace of these places. 
( 1 Ramzan, we left Ahmadabad by rail at 7 A.M., 





my with the Political Agent went over a steamer. 

this time that we heard of the destruction by 
, near Khundwa, of the property in my own 
and that of my daughter, of the Nawab, and 
























ss of the Bakshi, whose services 
with. The value of the property 
-64,655-1-0, in addition to which 
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26th Ramzan, we left Bombay by the 10 AM. train, and 
arrived at Etarsiat 8 o'clock the next morning. We crossed 
the Narbada, and stayed for two days in the town of Budni, 
; where we celebrated the religious festival of the Ede-ul- 
® Fitr. Thence we marched by ordinary stages to Bhopal, 
_ which we safely entered on the 5th Shawal. The expenses 
-*) of this tour amounted to Rs. 41,295-11-3 according to the 
following detail :— 


: Rs. As, P. 
\ Office expenses and private expenses wwe 19,745 Te # 
i "4 Travelling expenses, carriage hire, lodgings ... 13,742 a) 
Purchases ee ma ek 9,216 7 0 

5,591 1 6 


Presents, entertainments and charities 


—— 


CHAPTER V. 


TRUE HISTORY OF THE MIRAZI KHAIL, THE INCOME AND 
EXPENSES OF THE STATE, AN ACCOUNT OF THE PUBLIC 
OFFICES AND JAGHIRDARS, AND A CENSUS OF THE 
INHABITANTS AND HOUSES IN THE TERRITORIES OF 
BHOPAL. ayo. 
In Afghanistan there are hundreds of clans of P 

one of which is the Gurrén, regarding the origin of 

there are many legends, the most trustworthy 

; following, which also is that given in the Hayat 

- Abdulla Khan Umar found a new-born child 

a: : ground occupied on the previous night by a Kat 

‘ had departed that morning. He brought up be u 

as his own son, naming him Gurran ; and, when ; 
gave him his daughter in marriage, and the ¢ 
are descended from him are known as bei 

“Phe Dalézik, Aurakzai, Afridi, Khanak, 


q : f the Gurrani stock. <r 
- Khail, are all offshoots © ah to be the son of ieee 


~ the Garran commonly suppos ; and Kak 
eS erran had two sons, Kodi en 
hid.) the senior of whom 
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8 columns in the. 
“Wings 212 columns. 
i and south, there are 32 
ns. On the to » dome 98 columns, exclusive 
€ rooms to the rth and south. There are 77 large 
20 smaller doorways, 57 staircases, and each of 


i of Shah‘ Alam, who was a very 
; and his garden and tomb, 
beautiful. It is stated in the annals of Mah- 
, that Mahmud of Gujarat made a forest called 
Park,” * in circumference, and a 
arden outside the city, named “The Paradise,” 10 miles 
= 5 coss) in width; but though we went to the spot, we 
1 ; er a single trace of these places, 
Ramzan, we left Ahmadabad by rail at 7 A.M., 
it 10 o'clock the same night reached Bombay, where we 
Je a stay of four days and made some miscellaneous pur- 
We also visited the buildings before mentioned, and 
with the Political Agent went over a steamer. 
s time that we heard of the destruction by 
ear Khundwa, of the property in my own 
that of my daughter, of the Nawab, and 
















baggage of our attendants, which had 
rail to Bhopal, under the charge of 
d with. The value of the property 
64,65 addition to which 
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26th Ramzan, we left Bombay by the 10 am. train, and 
arrived at Etarsi at 8 o’clock the next morning. We crossed 
the Narbada, and stayed for two days in the town of Budni, 
where we celebrated the religious festival of the Ede-ul- 
Fitr. Thence we marched by ordinary stages to Bhopal, 
which we safely entered on the 5th Shawal. The expenses 
of this tour amounted to Rs. 41,295-11-3 according to the 


a following detail :— 

Re. As: FP: 

h Office expenses and private expenses oe 12,745 14 4 

| Travelling expenses, carriage hire, lodgings ... 13,742 dome 
Purchases ey 9216 7. 6 
Presents, entertainments and charities 5,591 1 6 





CHAPTER V. 


TRUE HISTORY OF THE MIRAZI KHAIL, THE INCOME AND” 
EXPENSES OF THE STATE, AN ACCOUNT OF THE PUBLIC 
OFFICES AND JAGHIRDARS, AND A CENSUS OF THE 

INHABITANTS AND HOUSES IN THE TERRITORIES OF 

a. BHOPAL. a ag 

In Afghanistan there are hundreds of clans of Pathans, 
one of which is the Gurrén, regarding the origin of which 
ie? there are many legends, the most trustworthy being the 

following, which also is that given in the Hayat A 

Abdulla Khan Umar found a new-born child © 

ground occupied on the previous night by a Kafila, 

had departed that morning. He brought up this fou 
as his own son, naming him Gurran ; and, when he 
gave him his daughter in marriage, and the 
are descended from him are known as the Gur 

The Daldzék, Aurakzai, Afridi, Khanak, Waziri - 

~ Khail, are all offshoots of the Gurrani stock. 

the Garran commonly supposed to be the son of 
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ras no fixed income derived from 
which the revenues varied greatly 
much subdivided, and in addition 
msions. At present the annual 

» Rs. 26,83,384-1-0, of which Rs. 
no part of the state income but is 
hirdars.. 15,475 bigahs 15 biswas of 
e by 1,364 hereditary maafidars, 
are paid into the state treasury. 
ed two lakhs of rupees annual 

» Bhopal Teasdale. Rs. 4,250 
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\ estimate, there is a balance at the end of the year, and 
® instalments are arranged out of these balances to defray 
‘the loans of other years. 
ae The following is an account of the Departments, Offices 
\ i and factories of the State, exclusive of inferior and 

subordinate offices, The first is the Department of the First 

Minister. It is here that cases of every description, 

Revenue, Civil and Criminal, which are beyond the juris- 

diction of the three Nazims (Commissioners), are both 

instituted and decided, and here also appeals from the 
three Commissioners are decided. The preceedings of the 

Civil and Criminal Courts of Bhopal in cases beyond their 

jurisdiction are reviewed in my own Court, and are remit- 

ted from my Court to that of the First Minister for the 

_ purpose of having the judgment drawn up. The First 

Minister passes final orders on such cases as are within his — 

competence, a 

ol 














and proceedings of all subordinate Courts, the 
- account all the Revenues of the State, all publie f 
and small, the Military Department, the ; 
Offices, and the Customs, all fall within the: 
this office. are 

The Civil Cowrt—Here the civil suits, both 
which reside within the Bhopal State, are in 

preliminaries have been settled, most of ti 
y lent are decided by aa 1 
mmadans are regulated by sof M 
and the affairs of Hindus are determined 
ne Dharm Shastras. Deeds relating to re 

































a [Parr mn, 
to the Police: m of Jahangirabad is 
uk t also the lock-up and prisons for 
ed prisoners of shorter terms ; the 
on 0 ,and the police outposts round the 
city and on the roads, the furnishing supplies to English 
visitors, &, and the making of arrests, and also the 
ti t <es place in the city, are all comprised 
is office, and so are the public sales of 
of property confiscated on criminal 
publishing of the prices current of fooul- 
x] of all the streets of the city in 
ts have been erected, and the forwarding of 
Court of the Political Agent at Sehore or to 
of 
¢ of the Kazi.—In this office, besides the perform- 
riage ceremonies and the superintendence of 
r-houses, opinions in accordance with Mahome- 









Mufti’s Office —This is for testing the opinions given 
Kazi to make sure of there being no mistakes in 
f the divine law. 
i Customs Office has a very large establish- 
superintendents of customs of the city and of all 
and the preventive officers of the whole of 
f Bhopal are subject to it, and the taxes 
ble articles according to the schedules in 
ally to the State Treasury by the 
who has a general control over all 
linates, which he has to visit and 
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as the Vakil of the State, with his clerks and foot and 
mounted escort, are stationed at Sehore in attendance on 
the Political Agent, and there pass through his office all 
the correspondence with the British Government and the 
communications made by this State to the Political Agent 
at Sehore, the Agent to the Governor-General at Indore, the 
Supreme Government of India, and the Government of Her 
Majesty in London. Practically in all the relations with the 
British Government this State is ‘concerned with these 
personages—first, the Political Agent, secondly, the Agent 
to the Governor-General, and thirdly, the Viceroy and 
Governor-General of India; and its intercourse with other 
gentlemen is of an unofficial and friendly nature. 

The Commissioner of the Southern Division, with his 
establishment of clerks and sawars and sepoys, has his head- 
quarters at Kaliakheri. Every year he has to inspect his 
division, which contains subordinate to him six tahsildars, 
six thannadars and the Superintendent of revenue survey, — 
and his staff, and the Superintendent of the Gannur forest, 
which contains timber fit for all building purposes. The 
forest. is divided into two classes—the reserved, which 
plies wood for Government purposes, and the unre 
whence people are allowed to cut timber on payment 
fee, and this wood is brought for sale to Bhopal and 
towns. This department is administered by 
tendent of forests, an educated man, who has 
messengers and preventive officers. The 
establishment amounts to Rs. 4,000 per anim: 
quarters of the Eastern Division are at Raisen, and 
eight tahsils and thannas subordinate to this ¢ 
ship, besides the Superintendent of at 
Southern Division. : ; 
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hd accountants ; all 
oh this office, = an 


fellas to take down deserip- 
first employment and dismissal of, 

i orders for the distribution of military duties: 
the special dui of another accountant to check 
1 fein of all the establishments, and to 


ter-General himself attends to Bastions "of 
on iil as committees’ reports, punishments 
t absence without leave, and insubordination of soldiers 
and others according to military discipline. 

The Superintendent of Dispensaries is at the head of 
medical employés* and native doctors} in the State 
both in the city and in the interior, and is over all 
ies where medicines are supplied to the sick. 
inate officers in charge keep a register of the 
re of medicine, and of the cure of the sick, with 
0 bain names, the names of the diseases and 


on of the principal medical officer. There 
in the city of Bhopal, and 16 in charge 


of Suits of long Standing—On 
r of arrears in some of the 
of the divisional offices, at the 


chief superintendent for these 
ho au ie him 
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head of department was expected to decide cases before 
him within three months of their institution. 

The Office of Annuwitants, Pensioners, Recipients of 
Charity wid Alms.—Persons with claims under the aboye 
hgadings receive their pay from this department under the 
control of an inspector. 

The (Seh-krohi) (6 miles) Ofice—The head of this 
department enjoys the powers of a thanadar over a radius 
of six miles in every direction round the city of Bhopal, 
and on occasions collects labourers and carts at a fixed rate 
of 1} annas per 2 miles from villages situated within the 
above limits. 

The Offices of Fort Commandants—There are four of 
these offices and four commandants, first, that of Fatehgarh; 
secondly, of the Citadel; thirdly, of the Old Fort; fourthly, 
of the town rampart of Bhopal: they are in command of a 
force of soldiers and artillerymen, and have the defence of 
the city gates. The fort and the bastions are entrusted to 
them according to long standing custom. They also have 
to attend to the opening and closing of the gat 
fort and of the city walls at the proper time, and s 
keys to the Ruler, besides which they are respon 
their respective charges night and day. : 

The Office of the Second Minister (Motimidulmal 
The receipts and expenditure of he the State 

ined in this office; revenue leases were drawn 
een’ of balances due from the land were 
pared, and appropriate orders passed thereon to the | 
missioners and Collectors of revenue. It was here a t 
plaints against the First Minister and his suhot SS 88 
ee into, and rules of 
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tates of customs 
leviable, the fram- 
1 revenue from the 
3; the dest n of old records with the sanction 
uler ; the: al preparation of yearly estimate of 
d exper » for the State of Bhopal at the com- 
to a sli year; the preparation of Writs 
and of the: revenue instalments; the payment 

‘State debt; the preparation of statements of 
not included in the estimate; the reporting on cases 
n jurisdiction when called upon to do soby the Ruler; 
‘ion of the daily, weekly, andannual expenses of 
» annual inspection of the revenue, civil and 
al offices in Bhopal itself ; investigations of embezzle- 
| misappropriation in revenue cases; the supervi- 
establishment; the settling of the cases 
}of the State; and the disposal of important 
es, were all duties of the Second Minister. On 
day of Safar, 1289 A. H., this office was abolished, 
in the fourth chapter, and the duties which used 
ed there were distributed among the offices 
the First Minister, and the Ruler, with as 
mvenience as possible in order that they might 
, easily, and properly disposed of. 
Appeal was for the hearing of civil 
and for having security taken from 
me of their release. On the establish- 
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the carpet house, the elephant house, the coach houses, 
camel houses, bullock cart houses, stables, and similar offices 
and the domestic servants, such as mace-bearers, chaprassis, 
sweepers, torch-bearers, and porters, &. 

_ The Office of Roads.—There are two superintendents— 
one for the roads and bridges in cross country roads, and 
the other to look after the new road in course of construc- 
tion between Bhopal and Hoshangabad. 

The Office of Store-keeper of Fatehgarh—In this office, 
the superintendent, clerks, porters, weighman, &e., are 
employed; a whole year’s supply of grains of ll kinds 
and provisions are bought and kept there, and a day’s 
consumption is given out every day. 

The Office of the Annals.—All events and State reforms 
of sufficient importance to be recorded are noted in this 
office. 

The Inshaya Office is the special Court of the Ruler— ; 
Here, under direction of the Ruler, all final orders on 
petitions, decisions of civil, criminal and revenue cases, 
orders to heads of department, the Vakil, State 
members of my family and to all subordinates are dr. 
and issued as from my person. Verbatim copies of 
and abstracts of petitions are deposited in the 
room, The compositions of memoranda (yt 
of despatches belong to this Office, as well as t 
to deserving officers and orders 
arrears of revenue. The statements 
are received in this office, and are : 
are returned with appropriate orders I 
viz, the weekly statement of imcome 
of the workshops; weekly account of the 
weekly account of the stores of the F 


a rogister of petty ofan: jee 
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ster eye lapse of three years, all records of decided cases are trans- 

= is t 1e ! ferred hither from other offices, the papers being compared 
Sr $ with the indices. Those papers which are useless and not 

aes or the worth preserving, are torn der th 

Beira and dopa: = I g up under the orders of the 
































nt of 


par- - Ruler. The papers relating to rent-free tenures and the 
strangers ; weekly Teceipts f papers regarding loss to the State by errors of survey, or 
ins Department ; register of , ; of boundary measurements are prepared from the records 
» in the three Prisons ; register of the boundary and other surveys of the State, 
n each of the three Prisons: FA : The Sulemaniya College is named after the late Suleman 
nd expenditure of the Customs i ' Jahan Begam, the author's younger daughter: It con- 
‘release of prisoners under orders of = P tains an Arabic, a Persian, a mathematical, an.Urdu, a 
ster of flour ground in the Fatehgarh i? Hindi, Nagri, and an English department. There is also 
of under-trial prisoners, short term a library of useful books in this chief college, containing 
which are kept in our own Court ; state- works mostly of a scientific character, and there are 17 
| processes issued against our public ser- schoolmasters and schools in the towns subordinate to 
- of entertainment and discharge of public =» the superintendent of this institution: Half yearly exa- 
er of Customs receipts ; register of ofticers minations of the scholars are held. That after the first six 
discharged for some offence with orders months by the most learned men in the country, and 
re-employment ; register of proclaimed offend- that at the end of the year in my own presence. The 
ont of commendatory letters arranged annu- results of the examination are recorded, and 












are distributed according to the deserts of the boys. 
There are 64 school masters and 48 schools in this State. 
For scholars in the Sulemaniya college there are 
ees of clothes and food made, in order that stu 
whose homes are at a distance may apply them 
the acquisition of knowledge untrammelled by 
of earning their livelihood, and that they may not be 
the necessity of returning to their distant homes 
attaining a sound education, likewise service and 
stipends are given according to the fitness of the 
dates to such as wish to enter public employment 
their course of study is completed. The teachn 
thas been selected with the view of securing the | 


names of the Commissioners (Nazims), tah- 
5 roster of duty of the mace-bearers, 
‘menial servants; statement of rewards 


of the 


























ce sheet for the whole State is 
by the Ruler after revision. 
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orphans who are taught 

of every description, and to 

raid and : plaits, patterns in stars and 

patterns and silver wire and gold embroidered 
wl weaving, and shoemaking are also taught. The 
lren are clothed and fed at the expense of the State, 
skilled workmen in these arts are employed to teach 
em, and all are subordinate to a superintendent. 

‘The Prince of Wales School. — In this the staff con- 
of a principal and workmen. Durrees, weaving, 
var,, hearthrugs, muslin embroidery, tent making, 

cnitting, sewing in all its branches, woollen slippers, silver 

lating and gilding, are taught to boys who used to receive 
from one to two annas a day but from the first of Rabiul- 
akhir 1289 A. H., monthly payments have been substitu- 
ted for the daily wages paid to the boys of this insti- 
tution and also for the food and clothes formerly given to 
the orphans in the Victoria School and regular estimates 











ned in his own handicraft. 

2 Sikandra Press is named after the late Sikan- 

‘Here proclamations and forms, &c. for the use of 

ie are printed, and they are examined and compared 

pé onde iG - 
Press isnamed after the Nawab Sultan 

“A nt to the State. There is a superin- 

















q under the orders of 
up all 


CHAP. V.] ACCOUNT OF PUBLIC OFFICES, 195 


ae panegyries. Certain school books also are printed 
here. 
Hay Stacks and Woodhouse. — A year’s supply of 
grass and wood is here stored and issued. 
_ Office of the Inspector of Gardens—This official has 
charge of all the State gardens. He is responsible for their 
being well kept, and for the sale of the flowers and fruits, 
&c., and the gardeners, labourers, waterdrawers, &e., are all 
under his orders, and are permanent servants. 
The Magazine—To which is attached the armoury, 
All the powder expended in salutes and in the drill of the 
troops, &e. is made under the orders of the officer in 
charge. 
The Mint.—This is under the care of Lala Lalji the 
State Treasurer. Bankers and others, on payment of a 
fixed scale of charges, have silver and copper coined, and the | 
State also coins as many rupees and pice as there is 4 
occasion for. 
The Treasury—The whole of the revenues of the 
State are paid into the treasury. The treasurer keeps — 
daybooks of expenditure and receipts, and of the accounts 
of bankers on whom bills have been drawn from the 
interior on account of revenue. These are made up unde: 
his immediate superintendence. A weekly state: 
receipts and expenditure is forwarded by him to the 
and at the end of the year an account showing pa} 
made under cheques issued by the Ruler from the “Di 
Hazur,” also the pay bills of the Government ser 
fact all accounts kept in the treasury, are made 
Balance sheet is laid before the Ruler. 
The Toshakhana.—It is the duty of the 
the Ruler to buy oF | 
articles required for the use of 
























































The postmen ted to ts 
ic letters from Bhopal to the 
from thence papers were carrie 
lage watchmen. The cost of the 
Fossgnied to Rs. 4,268-4-3 per annum. 
r of promoting the convenience of officials 
from the 15th Rabi-ul-awul 1289 AH, 
s for post offices after the English plan were 
at Bhopal Territory. The provision for 
the sale of postage stamps on letters, and all 
ters were copied from the British Post office 
Rs. 14,208 is the amount of the annual pay 
‘post office employés, and Rs. 659-11-6, the cost 
and paper, making a total annual cost of 
-11-6 under this head. 
Tombs, and Charities—Under these three 
are: many servants; in the mosques 
watermen and sweepers, and at the 
Rulers of Bhopal, readers of the Koran, 
nts are employed, and in the hospitals 
.scullions and watermen are allowed, 
n kinds of food are cooked, and 
to ae: to the neighbouring 












a fend tho fin las comprises all pet 
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Jaghirdars in this State are of four classes—the first 
class contains four distinguished individuals whose joint 
income amounts to Rs. 7,39,500-14 as follows :— 

Ra. As, P. 


1st.—Estate of the Nawab Kudsia Begam .,.. 4,98,642 6 0 
2nd.—The author of this history, the Ruler of 


a 


Bhopal ‘ -» 1,10,091 8. $8 
3rd.—The Nawab Sultan Gahan Beane, heir- 
apparent ww. 65,294 5 6 


4th.—The Nawab Wala ‘Sai Amir i Mulk .. 


The large Jaghirdars which form the second class com- 
prise 16 persons with an aggregate assignment of the ie 
revenues amounting to Rs. 2,17,156-8-6. 


75,472 10 3 


Rs. As. P. 

Mian Yasén Muhammad Khan... 24,077 5 0 
The Bibi Sahiba, widow of Hakim Shabzad . 
Massih - a. «58,410 18 3 





The Madar-ul-Maham (First Minister) every 
Mian Faiz Muhammad Khan aves je 
Mian Yar Muhammad Khan es mae 
Mian Hatim Muhammad Khan... we 
Lala Chandu Lal sin ae > 
Raja Kishen Ram's daughter 

Raja Amar Singh a0 ae aes 
Khushal Sahay Gond sa ik 


Rani Naval Koonwur, widow of Mubdes Shah 
Gond wos ase on 











Widow of Thakur datas ‘Singh sun we 





Raja Mazbut Singh ie 
Raja Madhakar Sahay Gond os avi 
Raja Lachman Singh one owe 





Raja Partab Singh ” ies 
The third class of saline consists of 
~ holders of lands valued at not i than | 


1,000 income. ‘There are 157) 
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revenue have eo | 4 |@ 82 88 af 
: firstly, the three 3 | 5 S & § a iS 
Bes ol because of their ss od 
rise on the State; seconily, = 4 E i & 3848 
by reason of that relationship ; : a S ._ 43 3a i us 
in return for services rendered ; 8 4 g 22c& sis Ls 
4 f long standing who have received © g 8 | = e ¢ g|¢ & a , 
Rulers before the commencement § Bi - = a 
‘are now my obedient servants; /ifthly, = [ale (le 3 8 siege 
sin the name of God; siathly, certain & g a eS eae |= 4 3 
- officers on account of their loyalty and = z 2 6 2 3(g < 2 
d Dy s | a 2 ne 
ough they are lords of their entire dominions, 5 . oe 2 Z ce 
the habit of receiving separate provision 2 # § & 8/2 ° 
minions, either in the shape of crown lands s en 2 ANN ee E . 
ents, and indeed it is only lately that a . & as sls ile 
“ay below with the sums allowed them of > re ME" So Se Te 
iar it, or @ fixed monthly allowance, has been - Fh BA » @ glee 
in the Nayyara newspaper: Emperor of Russia, Md = = + voor | oe ES Pec 
6,668-8-0; Sultan of Turkey, Rs. 10,83,933-5-0 ; = &S | af . on 
, Rs. §,66,666-10-0; the Emperor of Aus- 2 om, & <a) eg Bact) (tay bea 
10-8 ; King of Prussia, 1,00,000; King of e | ze son | 3 
); Queen of England and India, Rs. 1,16,666 ; x 6 2 ‘pain 
-3,00,000;; King of Belgium, Rs. 1,00,000 ; : 
United States of America, Rs. 4,166-10-8 ; S 
1 this State lands have always been 3 
public domains for the necessary S 
> 
> 
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: s taken by my order; 
of Munshi Wajid Khan, Chiet 
rate t the close of 1288 A.H. (1872 A.D.) 
esult of which showed a total of 45,197 persons. Gol 
praised that in my reign there should be an increase of 
58 persons over the census taken in the reign of my 
© mot her, and T feel assured that the population of the 
ol e of my country has increased in my time owing to 
greater security of life and property. 
The population of the city of Bhopal is about half 
Hi du and half Muhammadan. Of the better classes of the 
er are - ths, Bannias, a few Brahmins and Rajputs ; 
of the better classes of Muhammadan, the Pathans are 
families of the late Kazi Ahmad Ali and Mafti Fazal-ulla, 
ar there are several families of Syuds, such as the family 
the late Syud Ma’sum bin Syud Hasan, who are gener- 
y known as the Pir Zadas; and there are above a hun- 
families of that trading class, the Bohras, who live in 
The professions, arts, and trades are represented 
1 equally by both Muhammadans and Hindus. 


























CHAPTER VI. 


E NT OF THE STATE OF BHOPAL, THE LIST OF 
3, AND AN ACCOUNT OF THE TOWNS AND 






















h measurement the area of the terri- 
unt to 6,764 square miles, and in the 
the British Government has com- 


1 completion of the survey 
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(5) Udehpura, (6) Chokigarh, the tahsildar of which lives 
in the town of Chandpurah, (7) Tal, the tashildar of which 
and the Nazim both live in Kaliakheri. 

The second part consists of 12 parganas and is called 
the Eastern Division; they are : (1) Jethari, (2) Dewari, 
(3) Silwani, (4) Bamburi, (5) Mahalpur, (6) Raisen, 
7) Dewanganj, i. the pargana of Gulgaon, (8) Amrauganj, 
ie, the pargana of Ramgarh, (9) Sewans, (10) Ghairat- 
ganj, (11) Ambapani, (12) Pekhlon. 

The third part consisting of 10 parganas and called 
the Western Division: (1) Dilodh, the tahsildar of which 
lives in Gango, (2) Debipura, (3) Nazirabad, (4)” Bairesia 
(5) Shamsgarh, (6) Sehore, (7) Duraha, (8) Ashta, 
(9) Jawar, (10) Itchawar. 

Many of the above parganas were small, and the salaries 
of the tahsildars attached to them were small, accordingly, 
from the first Muharram 1288 A.H., Baironda was doubled 
up with Murdanpur, and Chokigarh, also called the par- 
gana of Chandpura, was joined to pargana Tal and received 

the name of Kaliakheri. Jethari was doubled up with 

Dewari, and Silwani with Bamhuri, and Mahalpur w 5 

Raisen, and Dewanganj with Amrauganj, and Dilodh with He 

Debipura, and Nazirabad with Bairesia, and Shan 


_ with Sehore, and the pay of the tahsildars was 1 
4 . » 2) ime 

le 21 parganas in all were retained in three Divisions. 
Aa Southern Division there are 8 towns, 8 parganas ft 

‘ illages. Gram, rice, 





ME: time, 2 forts and G14 villa, 
4 masur,” tur, mung, > : erie 
kodon, kanki, peas, charonjl ghee, cotton, 
am the timber of which is fit for building 
like saj, teak, hardal, sissoo, abnas, kim, bija, sar, @ 
in this Division. : Be 
s Chipanir is a town 64 miles from oe 
of the Narbada, a stream which is fordable in s 
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not in others ; its water is of great specific gravity, and 
long to digest. This river is ranked with the 
Ganges and Jamna, but flows from east to west, it is 
_ regarded by the Hindus as sacred and held in great. venera- 
. tion, and to bathe in its waters is considered as a sure road 
: to salvation. It abounds with fish. The town is suf. 
: rounded by forest which is the haunt of numerous tigers, 
. barah singhs, nilghai, sambhur, chital, bears, &e. The trees 
ac are principally cheronjis, ebony, and dhak. The town 
contains 229 tiled mud houses, and the pargana, to which 
‘ the town gives its name, comprises 48 villages. The princi- 
4) pal manufactory is of stone-mortars, the materials for which 
are found in the steep banks of the Narbada. 
y : Bharonda,.—This town is situated in open but undulating 
. country, and is 54 miles from Bhopal. The wells which are 
a dug for irrigation fall in in afew years owing to the sandy 
nature of the soil, and in the beginning of the year 1288 
A.H,, this subdivision for revenue purposes was united 
with that of Murdanpur. The town contains 323 houses; 
the surrounding country is neither smiling, nor the con- 
trary, but covered with jungle. There are 55 villages in this 
pargana; every description of crop is cultivated there with 
the exception of jawar. Many weavers live in the town 
and weave rugs known as durias which are bought up by 
the cloth merchants of Bhopal and other neighbouring 
























~ Murdanpur contains 185 houses. The surrounding coun- 
a desert. The Town is situated on the banks of the 
ja, and the river is not fordable here; the hills and 
t come close up to the town. There are 70 villages in 
and every kind of crop, except opium and 
grown here. The Forest consists principally of 
[very good melons are grown in the sands of 
is situated on the summit of a 
ngth is 3696 feet, and width 87+ 
82 feet high and 20 feet thick. The 





the name of this peak is the Ashrafi (gold le hill 
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surrounding country is full of deep ravines, and the fort 
is difficult and dangerous of access owing to the dense 
jungle and the windings of the path. The climate is said 
to be somewhat unhealthy. This fort would make a use- 
fyl stronghold in time of war. A great deal of Kasar bits 
grows on the old ruins, and is a valuable medicine for 
paralysis and convulsions. The inhabitants also assert that 
the Chitrawal tree, from the sap of which gold can be 
manufactured, grows on this hill. The stone composing this 
hill is for the most part soft, with green patches or black 
streaks in it, and this stone has formed the building material 
of the whole fort. There are twenty-five wells, and four 
water tanks in the fort, and a tomb beneath a banian tree, 
6 yards long and 4 yards wide, which is believed by the 
inhabitants to be the grave of a saint named Ist Musé. 
There is the ruin of a very large palace of the former 
rajas of the place, also a very fine stone mosque built in 
one of the emperors’ times, and by the side of it an arched 
building of great beauty, now in ruins. Below the fort 
there is a cave, the mouth of which built round with stone 
and mortar is entered by stone steps. This contains very 
cold and sweet water, and has been named by the inhabit- 
ants the Muhammad Spring. There are three entrench- 
ments to this fort. The outer, known as the “morcha” 
redoubt, which is three miles from the fort itself; the second 
line is about two miles from the Fort. There are some dwell- 
ings here, anda tank. The third line is the fort itself, the 
gates and walls of which are very strong, and the —— 3 
large and massive. The palace and wells mentioned a 
3 +g fort; very good lime is made in this neighbour- . 
are in this fort; very §°° ‘ens: and there aaa 
hood; the forest here 1s very 3 and ; 
, i Jebrated for the large timber produced F 
places ots aoa Be vs ae elt Kho, Yermages a a Diléwirt 
there, viz. Am hho, ae ay oe 
This fort is surrounded by high hills and a pete ae ‘ 
forest, inhabited by Gonds. ae pe ll pre 
peak, from which cannon shot can re 
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According to the local legend, a king who was besieging the 
fort, by giving a gold mohur for each basket of earth anid 
stones, raised this mound whence he was enabled to fire into 
the fort, which he captured. This fort is 38 miles from 
Bhopal. There is a kind of parrot here of great: sizo 
light green with a red neck and a very loud whistle 
Below the fort are two groves, called the Bir Bagh and Faiz 
Bagh respectively. 

Checkli is on the banks of the Narbada; the lands 
towards which are uneven, but on the north they are level. 
Spring and autumn crops both grow well. This town was 
formerly a part of Bari, but on account of the latter being in 
the Kudsia Begam’s estate, my late mother made Chechli the 
head-quarters of a pargana which she made up by the 
union of Tuppa Ramgarh from the pargana of Chokigarh, 
and of Tuppa Dubi with Bari. The new Pargana 
contains 101 inhabited villages, the town is 52 miles from 
Bhopal, and consists of 311 houses. There are a great many 
mango groves in the neighbourhood, and the land to the 
east, west and north is much cultivated. It is celebrated 
for the leather valises made by the local leatherworkers. 

Udhepura is 84 miles from Bhopal and numbers 600 
houses. It is celebrated for its dyes and cotton ropes. The 
town is surrounded by mango groves, in some of which 
there are also mulberry trees, kachnars, mulseris, plan- 

tains and j4muns. The country to the west and north is 

level, but uneven on the south, so that the yield (of 
grain on this side) is not more than a manassa;* some of 
the land to the east also is cultivated; a little opium is 
grown here. There are 87 villages in this Pargana. 
The Fort of Chokigarh is situated upon the top of a 
“hill in the Southern Division. The summit is 249 feet 
ve the level ground; the walls are 20 feet thick and 












of 1Q0 manis, a mani = 4 maunds, a maund = 
ee rupees in weight each seer. 100 Bhopalee 
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165 feet high, making the height to the top of the fort 
413 feet; the length of the fort is 2,013 feet, and the 
breadth 1,568 feet; it is surrounded by jungle which 
abounds in beasts of prey; the climate is good; inside, 
there are two beautiful old stone buildings, also five 
wells and one tank, which is called Bhoj’s tank; one 
of the wells is handsome and very deep and has steps 
down to it, and has some subterranean chambers; its 
water is very cool, sweet, well-flavoured and pure, and 
there are finely wrought staircases on each side descending 
to the water's edge. Below the fort are fourgvells and a 
reservoir and an inhabited village; its distance from Bhopal 
is 50 miles. 

Chandpura is situated on a plain 40 miles from Bhopal. 
The spring crops grow very well here. The Government 
buildings, in which the tahsildar and thanadar ‘live are 
well built, There is a Government garden and three 
belonging to private individuals, which are well-kept and 
delightful. The jungle comes close to the town; the land 
on the east side is undulating and capable of cultivation, 
and on the north there is a great quantity of land for 
tillage, but there is no arable land on the south, and very 
little on the west, which, however, is under cultivation; 
78 villages make up the complement of this pargana 
which, in the beginning of 1288 A. H., was united to that 
of Tal or rather to Kaliakheri. 

Kaliakhert is 22 miles from Bhopal, and is the head- 
the Commissioner of the Southern Divi- 
plic buildings comprising the offices of the 
ldar and thanadar are extensive and 
and jungle are quite close to the 
town. On the north side, there is a walled tank and — 

coves, and on the east also there are 

two mango groves, 
tanks; this place is very favourable to the growth of 2 

2 1 «. a kind of rice produced here which 

wheat, and there is a Kin met ee 

‘internally is a cure for headaches ; it is called (matha Sex ri 

eageaacye o 5 The town contains 304 houses, — 
stil, Hindi forehead-ache). ave 


quarters of 
sion, The pu 
Commissioner, tahsi 


well-built. The hill 
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pargana belonging to the 

intheJaghir of the Kudsia Begam. his 
mn al (Lake) pargana, and this is 
me by the name. In former times Raja Bhoj, 
Malwa and Ujain, built a long broad and lofty. 
stone between two hills about sixteen miles from 
the scattered remains of which can still be seen. 
this dam the outflow of water from the hills was 
and a large lake was formed extending for several 
very direction. This dam was destroyed, and the 
wergreleased by Hoshung Shah, Prince of Malwa, 
of the town of Hoshungabad. It was he who 
1 A. H., founded a city near Piran Dhar, his capital, on 
the hill of Mando which he found to possess an agree- 
Seer be difficult of access. In three years 
fort had been completed and a city built, which 
ve name of Shadiabad Mando, now it is ruined 

deserted and belongs to the Piiar Rajahs of Dhar, but 
ill a contemplation of its Jama Masjid, the Tomb of 
3, the Palace of Nilkant, the Ship Palace, the Champa 
other fine though partially ruined buildings shows 
prime, Mando must have been a glorious city, 
waters had subsided, Hoshung founded villages in 
which obtained the name of Pargana Tal. The 
at grows here in abundance. During the 

is such a quantity of mud of such an 
at certain streams and low lying lands are 
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Baisakh Badi nomi in the year 159, also that Maharaja Sri 
Sanabap Pach of the Matdni family set up the image to the 
mighty Mahadeo. 

This inscription leads to the inference that the dam 
mentioned above was the work of this Raja. God only 


‘ 
knows. 


Bareli is in the author's private estate. The town stands 
on a plain, which produces every description of crop in 
great abundance. Its distance from Bhopal is 66 miles; it 
contains 321 houses and is celebrated for its printed floor- 
cloths, the colours of which are fast, also for the manufacture 
of kharwa cloth. The town is embowered in many mango 
groves which give it an inviting appearance; most of the 
town lands are level, but unirrigated, save from the siz. 

At the village of Bangalwara, which is situated on the 
top of the hills near the Narbada im this same parma, 
there are Hindoo festivals held im the meath= ef ani, 
Magh, and Baisakh. Vast concourses of peughe euilexs tim 
every direction and a brisk trade is drivem yy ameninmite, 
There are 78 villages in this pargana, which & ast 
for producing a certain kind of sweet melon oslad 

The Eastern division contains 12 towma, 12 
and one large fort and 943 villages, the Lge 
grain, &e., are the same as in the Southern Di 
is a greater quantity of tobacco grown and that of ab 
quality. The jungle contains not only large and @ 
game, but also jungle em: partridges, quail, 

in large numbers 
sede isa seco of 100 houses situated on a 
is 80 miles distant from Bhopal ; it isswrrow 
groves, on the east there is good ae 
ce ee west is fertile 


bapa 
ee There is a —enttetors 
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miles distant from Bhopal, lies 
le e Runia river, and contains 
ase and the Chaudhri’s house are fine 
3; the town is surrounded by mango groves. There 
tanks in the vicinity, in three of which there is 
all the year round, the other two dry up in the hot? 
weather. The country to the east and south is level, and 
on the west and north the land is either cultivated or 
ltivable. The soil is more suited to spring than autumn 
s; sugarcane also thrives here. The banks of the tanks 
are.to.the north of the town are covered with frames 
; growing betelnut. On the adjoining hills there aro 
“vestiges of ancient buildings. There are 58 villages in this 
- pargana. The betelclippers made by the local blacksmiths 
are conside very superior. 
_ Silwani is 76 miles from Bhopal. The town contains 
900 houses, and the pargana 125 villages. The finest 
é the town are the Government offices, and the 
1 temples. Notwithstanding the unevenness of the 
‘and that the jungle comes close up to the town, 
perity of the town imparts a cheerful aspect to 
yurhood. This pargana in 1288 A. H. was 
mhuri, The principal trade carried on 
ing, and counterpanes, floorcloths and cloaks 
etty patterns. In the villages attached to 
is and newar are largely manufactured. 
from Bhopal; its climate is good 
le, The town consists of 225 



















































4 The Fort of Raisen. , which is situated 
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cane, opium, jawar, cotton, sesamum and kodon (pumpkins), 
and such is the excellence of the soil that all the above 
crops thrive. The pargana contains 49 inhabited villages. 
Mahalpur is 27 miles from Bhopal. This pargana 
contains 69 villages; the town consists of 105 houses. There 
is a ruined fort containing a well and the tahsildar’s house 
and office. The tank of this town abounds with leeches, 
the neighbourhood has a melancholy appearance, and the 
jungle and hills are close to the town, the soil also is poor. 
In 1288 A. H., this pargana was attached to Raisen. 
Raisen.—This town is 26 miles from Bhopal sex contains 
as many as 800 houses, the offices of the Commissioner, 
tahsildar and thannadar, the houses of the Syuds, and 
the houses of slaves of former Nawabs, as well as the 
houses of some literate Kayaths are spacious and built of 
brick and mortar, the rest are built of mud with tiled roofs. 
Many good Muhammadan families, also some families of 
Kayaths and mahajans are located here, the neighbourhood 
is cheerful, there are groves of mangoes, many wells, and — 
the river Richhan flows past the town, but dries up inthe 
hot season, the soil is more adapted for spring than for — 
rain crops, the unirrigated lands being poor in q 
The well-irrigated land produces vegetables and 
The town itself is at the foot of a large hill,on t d 
of which is a fort: 107 villages belong to this 
Outside the town is the tomb of Pir Fatah 
very holy hermit who is said to have belo’ 
same family as Khwajah Ma'in-uddin-Chishti, 







saint. 
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eription carved on the College of 
r of the kingdom,) inside the 
0 A. HL, only two years less than 
ars from the present time; it appears to have been 
n taken by. the Hindus, and recaptured from them by 
Mahummadans a second time according to Mahammat 
im Ferishta 350 years ago. The following is a sum- 
= ‘of Ferishté’s account of this fort. In 938 A. II, it 
Ea e to the ears of Sultan Bahadur of Gujerat that the 
son-in-law of the Rana of Chitor by name Salhadi 
iah, Ghief of Raisen, had obtained possession by 
ce of a great number of Muslman women, on which 
s considered it incumbent on him to rescue 
hammadan women from the hands of an infidel 

was deserving of punishment for his evil deeds. On the 
of Jamadi-al-aval of that year, the Shah was encamp- 
, Zafarabad Nalcha near Mando and Salhadi’s son 
was with the Shah of Guzerat there; he repre- 
1 that his father was in Ujain, and if permission to 
b were accorded to him, he would bring his father back 
to give in his submission to the king. Permis- 
ranted, and Salhadi leaving his son Bhopat in 
himself before the king who imprisoned 
‘ort of Piran Dhar, and sent one of his own 
malik to Ujain to supersede Bhopat, while 
( with his army to Bhelsa where he 
ere intelligence was brought him that 
ng his father had been thrown into prison, 
chad been sent to supersede him, 
5 of Chitor to ask for assistance 
akhman, brother of Salhadi, was 
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i repelling this attack, and with a single stroke of his 
sword cut in two, two or three of the Rajputs; in the 
meantime the Gujerat army broke in upon the scene, and 
slew many of the Rajputs, the rest of whom fled and 
regained the fort, which was then besieged by the 
Padshah. Effendi Rumi Khan his officer of artillery battered 
down two bastions and several yards of wall, Salhadi, on 
hearing of this state of things, sent word from Dhar that 
he adopted the Muslman religion, and made an offering of 
the Fort of Raisen to the Padshah, who thereupon sent 
for him, he became a Muhammadan, and accompanied by the 
Padshah went near to the gate of the fort and called to 
his brother and said “I have become a Muhammadan, the 
“ Padshah of his great kindness will bestow upon me high 
“rank, we are bound now to surrender this fort and do 
“homage to the Padshah;” Lakhman secretly informed 
his brother that Bhopat was coming to raise the siege with 
an army of 40 thousand men of the Rana of Chitore, 
and that he must find a pretext for a little delay. Salhadi — 
then represented to the Padshah that the fort would be — 
evacuated the following afternoon. To this the Padshah 
assented, and on the morrow at the appointed time sent 
Salhadi, whose word he trusted, with some trus 
officers to the fort. Salhadi went up to the breached 
and called out at the top of his voice, “Tremble! O 
ful Rajputs, for by this road shall Sultan Bahadur ec 
“his real object in so saying being to warn 
bastion and wall whieh had 
breached by the cannon. Lakhman who heard t 80 W 
understood their purport and remained 
then returned to the army and Lakhman did! 
repair the fort, and at night despatched 
son with two thousand Rajputs saber: 
army of the Shah was on the alert, and 
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confine in the Fort 
that the Rana and 
ches from Chitor. 


after proceeding several 


|, another son of Salhadi’s, 
porting in their neigh- 
army. As soon as 

he set out with all 

a night and day marched 

ry sa formed a junction 
was so discouraged 

with his army to Chitor, 
to Raisen which he straitly 
the month of Ramzan of this 
1 of assistance from the Rana, and 


him in which case he would evacuate 
h sent for him from Mando, Lakhman 
and their onacene out te? the ale 


. men from the 
with Malik 
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The following is a description of the Fort of f Baisen as 
it is at the present time and as seen by myself. There ane 
nine gateways, eight large and one small. Of these three are 
on its northern, three on its western, and two on its 
southern face; the wicket is on the western side, the walls are 
Of massive stone masonry. There are thirteen bastions, three 
on the east, five on the north, three on the west. There are 
sixty-five buildings inside, of which twenty-five are in ruins, 
and forty standing. There is a very fine mosque in the 
centre arch of which is inscribed in Arabic letters, a Persian 


verse. There is a large and well-built college founded by 


Ghanim-ul-mulk, also bearing an inscription, and three 
palaces, which are called by the inhabitants of Raisen the 
Attardars, the Badal palace and Rajah Rohani’s palace. 
There are four reservoirs, the names of which are Dura, Duri, 
Madagan, and Sagar, and forty-eight wells; and on the walls, 
there are two or three Hindi inscriptions, and two or three 


Empene Aurangzeb , slayer 0 
superintendence of Khwaja Yakut Hiras, 
addin, Muhammad Amin, Haji Muhaaea) 
Antip Rai, Tahvildar, Mansur being govel 1 


mad Abid Khan Daurana being his depu 


first of Rabi-ul-akhir of the 35th year of tl 
* 19th Shaban of the 38th year. * 
yn this hill custard-apples, fine aes 
w wild in abundance. The tanks pro 
snuts. Honey, too, is often cheap bei 
! to 8 seers the rupee, 
jis 42 miles from Bh 
area Be contains 59 
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( ed. This pargana 
biaghiatng of 1288 A.H. 
riginal name was Ramgarh. The 
was formerly the jaghir of the late Nawab Manir 
umad Khan, but it lapsed to the State after his 
Afterwards it was bestowed by my late mother 
late Nawab Umrau Dula, who changed the name 
ganj. It is 14 miles from Bhopal and only is 
ot 79 pve The river Ajnal runs near it; 


ane predominate over the rain crops ; 

— 85 villages. 

> the north, the country is pretty level. The 
east are covered with groves, but there is also 
e cultivation the river Bina skirts its western side. 
spring crops are equally cultivated here ; it is 

or a Bhopal ; the town contains 1,200 houses, 
a consists of 175 villages. Of the old 
;, the fort is on the following plan: it has two 
‘one of which is of solid brick masonry with a 

a each of the four corners; the gate is of brick 
ind three stories high. Within the walls are 
but none of the buildings are now 
new buildings in which the fort-com- 

: and tahsildar live are in perfect 
nd fort-wall of mud has fallen down in 
itch is faced with masonry on two 
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west, where the river Bina flows; rain crops are less 
cultivated than Spring crops. The pargana contains 66 
villages, one of which the village of Malarmatia possesses 
a mine of iron-stone. The town of Ghairatganj contains 
295 houses, and there are 6 wells and 7 groves in its 
neighbourhood. 

Ambapuni is 40 miles from Bhopal. The town is of 
average size containing 296 houses, and there are 87 
villages in the pargana, and in one of the villages 
Jhamar, there is amine of iron-stone. The town is sur- 
rounded by jungle. It used to possess a ygry strong 
fort, but after the mutiny, 1274 A.H., when the Jaghir- 
dars Fézil Muhammad Khan and Adil Muhammad Khan, 
sons of Wajid Muhammad Khan, son of Sarfaréz Muham- 
mad Khan rebelled, my late mother had the fort dis- 
mantled and destroyed. 

Paikhlon is situated in a plain open country, and possesses 
197 houses. The pargana consists of only ten villages ; the 
neighbourhood is cheerful. There are three mango groves 
near the town. The country to the east, west, and nc 4 
undulating, and cultivated, to the south it is level. 
crops grown are chiefly cereals. The Western D 
contains ten ancient parganas, ten towns and 977. village 
Its marketable produce, which exceeds that of the. 
two divisions, comprises opium, sugarcane, my 
jawar, mustard, bajra, and chewing-tobacco. There 
fewer timber trees in this district, but it contains 
wood, self-sown date palms and mango trees. i: 

Sangah is 12 miles distant from Bhopal; it 
117 houses. In this pargana which is entered 

the pargane Dilodh, ther 


: +, in 1988 A.H. Tothe wes 
~ rapes orm deal of cultivation, but 
level. 
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elling-houses are 
, 8 mango groves, 
‘pargana contains 62 


-When the pargana of Bairesia 
pal territory, my late mother 
villages divided it into two 
d its former name of Baircsia, 
the name of Naziribéd, the 
» village of 28 houses. I dis- 
rement as inconvenient, and 
e pargana. The town of Bairesia 
| inhabited by tradesmen and cultiva- 
| Muhammadans. The Kazi of this 
ir inherited from the times of tho 
ide the town in the courtyard of the 
»tomb of my ancestor, the founder of 
Muhammad Khan. The following inscrip- 
over the archway. In the reign of 
ror 1127 A.H., this mosque was built ly 
| Khan 
ismuch decayed and contains 
es from Bhopal. Near it runs 
is cultivated on its banks. 
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flows near the town. There is an enclosed space like @& 
fort in which stand good and substantial Government 
buildings. The Vakil, tahsildar, and thannadar’s offices are 
there. On the west of the fort beneath the walls there 
was a ruined mosque, over the gateway of which was cut an 
Inscription in the Sals character (triangular) as follows :— 

Malik Magisuddin is as high in greatness and height as 
heaven, the Sun of prosperity, and the True Faith, the 
greatest general of the age, administrator of boundless 
territory, Defender of the faith and country, he shines in 
the Court as Khusru and in the camp as Rustam, for 
knowledge and wisdom he rivals Asuf ‘and Khizr. 
Thoroughly does he obey the commandments of God 
and help His servants. Auspicious was the day which saw 
the foundation of this mosque, whose magnificence is an 
ornament to the High Heaven—and which by the blessing: 
of the Creator of time and the world was completed im 
the year 732 A. H. ; 

In the reign of my late mother, this mosque was rebuilt. 
of stone on its old foundations under the superintendence: 
of the First Minister Jumaluddin Khan, and on @ white 
marble tablet, an inscription was inlaid in the Nastalik 
character in letters of black marble, which tablet was. 

st into the wall over the gateway. ali 
ame was the site of an ancient and ruined mosque which 
od for the people to adore Him. The name. | 
er was Malik Magisuddin, and the date of = 
4 a9 AH. It was rebuilt by the Nawab Sikan~ 
its foundation 732 A. ye F 
dar Begam when God set her upon the throne we 

tl complete, she discovered 


When the restoration Was t 
word (3) * (complete) as the date of its restoration. 
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of its first found 
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flows near the town. There is an enclosed space like a 
fort in which stand good and substantial Government 
buildings. The Vakil, tahsildar, and thannadar’s offices are 
there. On the west of the fort beneath the walls there 
was a ruined mosque, over the gateway of which was cut an 
inscription in the Sals character (triangular) as follows — 
Malik Magisuddin is as high in greatness and height as 
heaven, the Sun of prosperity, and the True Faith, the 
greatest general of the age, administrator of boundless 
territory, Defender of the faith and country, he shines in 
the Court as Khusru and in the camp as Rustam, for 
knowledge and wisdom he rivals Asuf and Khizr. 
Thoroughly does he obey the commandments of God 
and help His servants. Auspicious was the day which saw 
the foundation of this mosque, whose magnificence is an 
ornament to the High Heaven—and which by the blessing 
of the Creator of time and the world was completed im 
the year 732 A. H. : , 
In the reign of my late mother, this mosque was rebuilt 
of stone on its old foundations under the superintendence 
of the First Minister Jumaluddin Khan, and on a white 
marble tablet, an inscription was inlaid in the Nastalik 
character in letters of black marble, which tablet was 


Jet into the wall over the gateway. 


This was the site of an ancient and ruined mosque which A ages 2 
Atal by God for the people to ree Reape z 
of its first founder was Malik Magisud z po eriers 
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_ Near this town is the cantonment, which is larger 
than the town. The sight of its prosperity would drive 
away the gloom from the most melancholy breast. The 
house of the Political Agent, and the Church built hy 
Col. J. W. Willoughby, Osborne, C. B., Political Agent, and 
the school house, on the bank of the river built by* 
Captain Cunningham, late Political Agent, are spacious 
and elegant stone buildings, very agreeable and pleasing 
to the eye. A house for the Ruler to occupy during her 
visits has been built in this town. The principal manu- 
facture consists of fine turbans fetching from Re. 1 to Rs. 20 
each, and fitbric of gold or silver thread with border of 
the same woven in. 

- Dawraha is 18 miles from Bhopal, and contains 40+ 
houses. There are many mango groves in the neigh- 
pourhood. The surrounding country is not to any extent 
delightful or the reverse. The Commissioner's office 
and the Chaudri’s house are fine buildings. Cultivation 
extends to the west, east, and south, but not to the 
north side. There are 37 wells and 4 reservoirs in this 
town. 

Ashta.—This town and fort are built upon a mound on 
the banks of the Parbati. The country to the west and 
south is uneven, but in other directions level. There are 
a great number of groves belonging to Maafidars in the 
hood, the bankers here are rich, and there is a 
| of trade in opium, There are 2,513 houses in 
, also 27 wells and$ temples. There is a brick 
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pargana, and is of considerable size, and numbers of 
weavers live there. Pagris of fine texture, waisteloths 
and several kinds of cotton cloth of good quality are 
manufactured by them. To the east, west, and north, 
opium, sugarcane, cotton, jawar, and wheat are produced 
in great abundance, and wheat and jawar on the south, 


There is a large swamp in the neighbourhood where very 
fine rice is grown. Several kinds of rice are grown in this 
pargana, the best of which are called Rani ka jal (Queen’s 


water) and Rai Bhog (the Rai’s food) which are very well 
flavoured. _ 

Jawar is 60 miles from Bhopaland contains 594 houses. 
The pargana contains 162 villages. 

Ichawar is 31 miles from Bhopal. The town is populous 
and the neighbourhood agreeable. The Government build- 
ings which are substantial are in the fort, the houses of 
the people are pretty. There are two groves, the property 
of Government and several belonging to private individuals, 
in which roses and fruits are grown. The country is level 
and cultivated on every side, but better adapted for 
autumn than for spring crops. The town contains 894 
houses, and the pargana 38 villages. 

Besides the 30 towns and 2,534 villages comprised in the 
three divisions, there are two other towns, viz, Chainpur 
Bari and Islamnagar, and 816} villages belonging to the 
Nawab Kudsia Begam for her life which are not reckoned 
i s above enumeration. ; 
am ack wonderful ancient buildings in the re: ie: 
Bhopal are at Sanchi Kanakhera, a small Nr = ere 
brow of a hill some 20 miles north-east 0 : opal, ne 

hort distance from the boundary between 
ee eae sates, and 6 miles from the town of 
Bhopal and Gwalior States, ane +1] which is of a semi- 
Bhelsa. On this above-mentioned hi w a ee 
circular form, there are two very groupe = at some 
covered with stone, one much larger than the ae 


ae 
distance from each other besides “sev 
now in ruins; round 


eral similar mounds — 
the large dome there are four walls, in ; 
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ts are covered with 
sides of the gateways are 
beams and crossbars are 
some of them are lying 
r ruined building and 
e than the foundations 
esof almost exactly the 
at Sunari a village 


ra three miles from 
miles from Bhojpur. 


objects of great interest 

J. D. Cunningham, formerly 
nopal, stayed several weeks in this 
1, and examined these ruins most carefully. 
of the place, deciphered the inscriptions, 
down these domes. The result of his 
described by him in an English work. 




















which the Tope is built 
and of the whole platform 
le of a courtyard 150 
nmit of the hill. The 
rateways are morticed 
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of Japan. These Topes are the shrines of the Buddhist 
saints. Major Cunningham by boring into them at Sanchi 
and elsewhere discovered stone-boxes which contained the 
bones and ashes of the dead. He also found the names 

jengraven on the boxes, and on the caskets which were in. 
the boxes, He also discovered that in those times there 
was a populous city at the foot of these hills, the remains 
of which were visible two miles from Bhelsa, the name of 
which appears to have been Vaistnagara. It is this gentle- 
man’s opinion that in fidelity to nature, grace of outline, and 
in the symmetry of the parts, the carvings at. Sanchi are 
far superior to the work of modern Hindu artists. The 
hinder parts and claws of the sculptured lions which 
are uninjured have been so truthfully wrought as to bear 
comparison with works of celebrated Greek sculptors, for 
instance, there are four large claws represented in front, and 
one small raised claw behind, besides the terrific aspect of 
the lion is well caught and portrayed. He considered these 
buildings to belong to the age of Asoka, ruler of Ujéin, The 
carvings, representations of solitary mendicants, and ; 
worshippers, the King and his Court, and processions, 
have been described at length by Major Cunningham,” 

is no room for further accounts cf them in this st 
To sum up, these ruins rn ue tho 
gentleman took a cast of them to set up 

i nother enquirer has also stated that in i 
3,000 years ago, there was a@ alty inhabited u 3 
; e of the city was Sandkanagar, 
and that the nam sac ine of Ariap 
the large Tope at Sanchi is the shrine 
of the principal saints 


there 
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among the followers of B 





i of his ar; 
* [ think Genl. Cunningham toons one 

sculptured lions and abacus on the columns of Asoka : 
of Greek artists, or of those who bord Oe 1 

Artists on the fact that, the hind claws nf 
and that the lion was not found aes 

has been shot in Centr India at a distance 

that so much of bis 8 
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or grammar; the Dharm Shastar, theology ; Niaf Shastar, 
logie ; Jotash, astrology ; Vedanta, or mysticism; Baidak, or 
medicine, and 18 Purans (Hindu mythological books), the 
Gob and Shiva purans, &., by which are meant the 18 most 
sacred books of the Hindus. Pingal is the science of 
Prosoly. To cut along story short—in process of time 
the Sabha Mandal decayed, and the town of Bhopal dwindled 
down to a little village. My ancestor Sirdar Dost Muhammad 
Khan who was fond of sport was in the habit of visiting 
» this lake in pursuit of geese, ducks, kaj 
Sheldrake, pelicans, fish : 
afforded. The extent o 
pleased him, so on a Fri i the year 1140 
A. H., he laid the founda fort, wt Ghe die 
tance of a long cannon sh m ft of Bag Biiegj. 
now known as the old fort, amd te this he guve die nme 
of Fatehgarh, and he not only joined the tw thrts: with = 
stone sa but extended the wall some distanee beyond 
rt, and in this enclosed space he founded a erty, 

cee so that in 0 chet Sins 0 Renae 
populous. “His sucesor Nawab Ya 
on becoming Ruler chose the ol 

residence. To him succeeded * 
Khan; his minister De 
fort of Fatehgarh in p 


vie she gave the name of Sabh 
» was begun in 1208 Sambat, and 
k Baddi Tij (third of the waning- 


s of the commencement 
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houses built were poor structures roofed with straw or tiles. 

Up to the Regency of the Nawab Kudsia Begam, the city 

was inhabited principally by Afghans devoted to the pro- 

fession of arms who prided themselves on their weapons 

and horses, but neither great nor small, cared anything for 

the amenities of life or for articles of luxury. It was not 

till the reign of my father Nawab Jahangir Muhammad 

Khan, “the sword of war,” that the influences of civilization 

and comfort began to prevail. The Nawab built canton- 

ments outside the city like English cantonments to which 

he gave the, name of Jahangirébad, and on the banks of 

Chotch Khan’s lake, he made a garden and built a house 

where he took up his abode, and he spent thousands of 

rupees on the inhabitants and soldiers to induce them to 

build houses there. Men of leisure, and those skilled in every 

; art, science and learning were gathered to this place ; and the 
general culture of the place was engendered. The people 

¥ began to dress in respectable clothes, to eat good dinners; 
ip : and also to live in good houses. The better class of inhabi- 
tants busied themselves in acquiring articles of culture and 
luxury. After him came my late mother, the Sikandar Be- 
gam, in whose reign roads were made in all parts of the city, 
Jamp-posts were set up on both sides of the streets, and 
hundreds of substantial houses were built. Skilful artisans 
from all cities were attracted to this place, and in my own 
rien the same advance in prosperity and population has 
than maintained, and is still increasing. The 
being widened. Substantial houses and shops are 
both sides of the bazaars and the erection of 
ures is forbidden. The length, breadth, and 
Jakes have been ascertained by an accurate 
xn under my orders, and are as follows : 
‘to the north 13348 feet, length on 
ect, width on the east side 82} feet, 
e 3118. Greatest depth 18 feet, 
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lake, length of east bank 6328 fect, lenath of 
bank 4884 feet, width of the north aide. 1270 feet, og 
of the south side 3795 feet, area 240 bicahs The 1 
between the two lakes, which is the Cem, built 2 Raia 
Bhoj, the dam being the site of the fort pe - 
*bigahs 12 biswas. In the neighbourhood there are 73 
gardens of which the 12 most celebrated are deseribed fee: 
. Aish Bagh (the pleasure garden) belongs to the Nawab 
Kudsia Begam, it is enclosed by four masonry walls and con- 
tains several brick wells, fruit trees and scented roses. There 
isa Spacious and ornamental building of masonry surround- 
ing the Baoli (large well) besides a small mosqtie and several 
summer houses. 

Farhat Afza (the increase of delight) is the garden of | 
the late Sikandar Begam, and contains besides fruits, owens } 
walks, wells, and walls, a fine mosque, and round the large 
well some spacious buildings. On a stone platform there is 
a white marble screen enclosing the grave of the late 
Begam, and forming a tasteful monument. ; 

The Dilkusha (heart expanding) is the First minister's 
garden, besides masonry wells, the enclosing wall, gravel inc 
walks, and fruit trees in great variety there is a summer , 
house of great beauty; there are a great many rare kinds of 
mango trees and many vine trellises in this garden, 

The Nur Afshun (the dispenser of light) is the ¢ 
of the late Second Minister Raja Kishen Ram: it is 
stocked with fruit trees and sweet herbs, the enel 
the wells are of substantial masonry. 

The Nur Bagh (garden of light) is a g 
ngir Muhammad Khan ; it 
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of the lake is delightful. On the north side are the 
soldiers’ lines, on the south the mansion of the late Nawal, 
and on the east the fine open and level parade ground of 
the troops, all of which render this garden very agreeable. 

The Rihat Afzd (increaser of repose).—This garden 
belonged to Mian Faujdar Muhammad Khan, the youngest ” 
uncle of the Nawab Sikandar Begam : he departed this 
life on the 16th of Zilhij 1281 A. H. Like the others this is 
a well kept and agreeable garden. 

Nishat Afza (the pleasure diffuser) is my garden. It 
is of great extent, well kept and tastefully laid out. 
Besides its surrounding wall of brick and lofty gate- 
ways and trees of every kind and variety, it contains 
several pavilions very ornamental and uncommon in their 

_ character. 

The garden of Nawab Amrau Dulah is surrounded by 
“a masonry wall, over the gateway which is lofty, there 
is a pretty little summer house, also there are two brick 
buildings, a reservoir and several wells of sweetwater at 
appropriate places. The Nawab is also buried here. 

The garden of Nawab Manir Muhammad Khan is situated 
close to the city just outside the Gannuri Gate on the 
‘banks of the lesser lake, it is surrounded by a very elegant 
wall. The late Nawab lies buried here. To the 
‘this garden a small open plot of ground has been 
by the Nawab Consort into a garden, and a well 
have been built here. This little space has been 
lly laid out. 

t Rai’s garden contains a stone monu- 

The garden is of considerable extent. 

thammad Khan's garden—He was the 
of the late Sikandar Begam, and died on 
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+ he: Bagh belonged to Mian Wazir Muhammad Khan. 
t contains a mosque, his tomb, and that of his son Nawab 
Nazar Muhammad Khan. There is a large well round which 
“cg . a Se-athe in carved stone which is very pretty. 
a also some stone wells in the precincts of the 
Some of the principal buildings of this city are better 
than the average, and deserve special mention, viz, my 
palace, the Moti mahal, the late Sikandar Begam’s residence, 
the Nawab Kudsia Begam’s palace, the palace of the Nawab 
Moiz Muhammad Khan, the house of Mian Faujdar Muham- 
mad Khan, the palace of the late Amrau Dula, the Badal 
Mahal, the Hawa Mahal, the house of the late Nawab 
Jahangir Muhammad Khan, the Sulemania school, the 
Victoria school, and the Prince of Wales’ school built by me. 
There are upwards of 100 stone and brick mosques in 
this city. The finest is the Jama Masjid built by the Nawab 
Kudsia Begam at a cost of Rs. 5,07,519-2-3 pie. Its founda- 
tions were laid in 1248 A.H., and it was finished in 1273 
AH. 

The Moti Masjid (or pearl mosque) was built by the 
late Sikandar Begam of white marble and red sandstone 
in imitation of the Jama Masjid at Delhi. This has not been 
yet completed, but is a lofty and handsome building. There 
are far larger cities which cannot boast a mosque to com- 
pare with either of the above. 

The Nawab Kudsia Begam has built waterworks; under 
European superintendence at a cost of six laes of rupees, 
and water is distributed in every part of the city. Besides 
the above there are many other buildings belonging to 
wealthy private individuals, both masonry, and of carved 
wood, showing good workmanship and taste, besides being 
lofty and spacious, the description of which is beyond 
4he space at my disposal. ’ 

The Fort of Fatehgarh contains arsenal, magazine, store 
rooms for grain, and a palace in tle citadel. The old fort 
possesses the mausoleum of Nawab Faiz Muhammad Khan, 
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of all his contemporaries; in prose, poetry, and scicneo, 
especially in theology and the traditional sayings of 
Muhammad, his equal is not to be found in the whole 
world, his books are the best witnesses of his application 
and research; he is a good Sunni, and a tried controver- 
sialist. There are many other able and industrious officer? 
to be found at Bhopal, mention of whom is only omitted as 
being too long for this work. 
Conclusion.—There are three parts of this History. The 

first part contains a brief sketch of the reigns of former 
Rulers of Bhopal up to the time of my father. In the 
zi second Part, the events of the reign of my late mother have 
been recounted. The third Part is an account of three 
Pi years of my reign from the Ist Shéban 1285 A-H., to the 
aaa end of Zilhij 1288 A.H., and it closed in the earlier part 
of the year 1289 A.H. For the future I have determined 
to collect from year to year the materials for a fourth Part 
as an appendix to this book, in which all the events worth 
recording shall be given in order according to the era of 
the Hejira for as long as God may be pleased to prosper 
the work. 

L’envoi of this Book composed by the Nawab Wala Jah 
Amir ul Mulk Syud Muhammad Sadik Hasan Khan Baha- 

God bless him ! 
The Taj ul Tkbal—History of Bhopal which has flowed 
hful and eloquent pen of the Nawab Shahjahan 

1 Commander of the Star of India, and Ruler 
God’s help has been completed. The progress 
_ descriptions of the administration, political 
_and modern, have been brought to a 
‘The annals of former Princes, 
authors eloquent but interested, 
faults of exaggeration and suppres- 
ost truthful hi hich the Begam 
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a singe, this history of her own family and 
ae me the State; in every particular the 
3 : as been adhered to. In these latter days, 
when the last remnants of wealth and power are passing 
aeny) the decay of the old principalities of this country 
as beyond description. There is not one of these Princes, 
either Musulman or Hindu throughout the whole breadth 
of India, to be compared for a moment with the mighty 
Ruler of Bhopal, in point of fertility of resource for edminis. 
tration, breadth of view or acuteness. Should any one 
express doubt or astonishment at such a statement, this 
book, the History of Bhopal, is here; let it be carefully 
consulted, and the manner in which affairs in other States 
are conducted be strictly investigated, and there will be 
no room for further doubt as to how other Rulers, men, 
though they be, carry on public affairs, and how they need- 
lessly, by sheer idleness and supineness, allow their names 
to be sullied; and then let comparison be made with the 
excellent arrangements, both secular and religious, which 
have been made by the Ruler of Bhopal, who, though she is 
a woman, can teach lessons of wisdom to great statesmen 
both in polities and finance. 

This History ought to be put into the hands of con-~ 
temporary princes as a manual of good government, and 
it should bea study for statesmen, to copy the excellent 
reforms introduced by the Ruler of Bhopal; from this book 
they can learn how to amend their defective procedure. 
See what a little book this is, in which such great problems 
of government have been solved, and how many events, 
past and present, have been compressed within the limits 
of a few pages, not only great deeds but small 
matters have also found a place, all incidents past and 
present have been collected in three brief Parts. It isso 
sinple that by its study children may master the science 
of polities, so wise that old men will rise from its 
perusal wiser men. The story of the past serves as a lesson 
and warning for the present generation; the events now — 


GLOSSARY. 


Anpan—Hindu water cooler. 

A s—Ebony. Diospyros Melanoxylon. 

AHIR- -te of Hindus, often keepers of cows. 

AisH Fakir AvzA—Persian name of garden—* The source of delight- 


ful eas 

AKALI—Tribe of Sikhs 

AmiIL—Office of governor or collector under Muhammaddfi rule. 

Amirn—Noble. 

AMIR-UL-AMRA—Most noble. Title of one of the chief nobles under 
the Emperors of Delhi. 

Anri—Poet of Persia. 

Asapan—Arabic silk handkerchief. 

Asurari—A gold mohur, Gold eoin 16 rupees in value. 


\rTar AND PaN—Attar of roses and betel leaf, which are handed 
round at the conclusion of visits. 
: sieiia oF 
5 os > 2 “« 
Barsakn Bapi NoM1—9th of the waning moon 
a Hindu month corresponding with April and May. 
BagrRa—A kind of grain, Holeus spinatus. 
BaksHi—Paymaster-general and Commander-in-chief. 
Bara StnGH—Swamp deer. Rucervus Davancelli. 2 





Bunnia—A Hindu trading caste. 


c : 
wAonI—A whisk of yak's tail or horsehair to 
also an emblem of royalty, : 
onst—The fruit of the Buchanaria Latifolia, 
H ‘The chief man of am 
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2} inches, a fourteenth part of the gaz. ' 

ce to be found in Bhopal territory, part of which le 
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JAMA Muss1m—The principal mosque in a city. 

JAMADI UL-AWAL—Sth month of Muhammadan year containing 30 days, 
JAMADI UL SANI—6th ditto, 29 days, 

JAMAN—A tree. Engenia Jamholana. 

JaNeD—A Muhammadan saint of Bagdad. 

Jawar—Millet. Holeus Sorghum. : 
‘JUMARATI—Name of a gate of the town of Bhopal, from Jumarat, © 


-- 


Thursday. 
K 
KAABA— Muhammad's tomb, 
KABAR— Description of dry soil in Bhopal. 
KACHNAR—A tree. Bauhimia variegata, 


KaPrinA—Caravan of traveller. 
Kanki—Name of a crop not identified. 
KanonGo—A registrar of landed property. 
KAnrasH—Turkish coin, 20 of which = Rs. 3-8. 
Kart1k—Hindu month nearly corresponding with October. 
Kasar—Cutting the hair short by female Haijjis. 
Kasar But—A herb valued as a remedy for paralysis. 
KayatH—A literary caste of Hindus. 
Kaz1—Muhammadan Judge. 
KnarL—Afghan clans are thus designated. ’ 
Kuair—A tree, Acacia sarge ee vile 
Kuartra—Properly the d 
generally used for py ne Sx _ 
Knarwa—a coarse red cotton fabric. 
KuILLatT—Dress of honour. 
Kuim—Local name for a tree, botanical name unknown to me, — 
Kuryat—Tailor. , 
Kyo—Local name for hill forest. 
Ne : 
Sera—Eunuch. 
pki iteent of country inhabited by Kichi 
Goona, Central India. 
Kopon—Pumpkins. 
Korpant—Sacrifice. 
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NAazim—An official title, translates commissioner. 

NewaR—Very broad cotton tape. 

NrKAH—Marriage ceremony among Muhammadans. 

NiL-Guai—A species of antelope. Portax Pictus. s 


ts: } Nimak CHASHI—Tasting Salt. A cerem ected with 
96 Govt, rupees in » madan betrothals. . ie Myh 


*NizamM—Deputy or lieutenant. Title of the Nawabs of Hyderabad. 
P om 


Crt 
go Pn wer ih 


7 Pacri—Turban of cloth, 
© PAL—A dam 
hy 4 PaRAB—Persia 
fi . PARGANA—A division of land containing from 50 to 300 villages. 
7 PaTeEL—Headman of a village. : 
PatTHAN—Tribe of Afghans 
PrsuwA—Prime Minister of the Mahrattas, who usurped the chief power. 


he Prxparas—Name of the hordes of freebooters who infested Central 
, India previous to British supremacy. 


in India are addressed with + Prr-zADA—Descendants of a saint (Muhammadan). - | 

Pvar—A clan of Rajputs. 4 

“" i Pucca—Built of solid masonry, 
PUNKHARAJ—King of birds. Name of a horse, 
Pusutu—Name of the Afghan language. 


7 > eal ‘ers j ” 
2 : .  @ Rast-vi-sayi—ith month of Muhammadan year. | 
ae ee, Bhogel = shareé RABI-UL-WAL—3rd ditto ditto. 
Muh i _ RasAB—‘th ditto ditto, 
year ; also a festival held in that : : Ee 
eLI—A crop grown in the rainy season in Central Ind 
* a. feet high Nth yellow flower ; seeds eaten by poorer | 
oil is e from them. 
Rawzax—9th month of Muhammadan year. 
Ranr—Wife of a Raja. 
Ronmna—A clan of Afghans, who gave their name to 
Romi—Turkish. 
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¥AR—2nd month of Muhammadan year. 
between Safa and Marwah ; part of 











the du 








7 
SAID -D cendant of the ‘; 7 





Applied in India to all proslye o Tam and their d ‘ 
a ee not pete Moguls, Usbegs, Turks or athe® tater 






it M uh: 
—A canopy supported on poles to shade from the sun. 
axieeieT he custodian of Muhammad's tomb, 

SHERIE—The religious chief of Mecca. 

Smrpar—Nobleman. 

Stssoo—A tree. Dalbergia Sissu, 

SoLunkI—A branch of the Rajput caste. 

Sowar—Cavyalry soldier. 

SuBAH— Governor of a province. 

Susarn—A description of dry soil in Bhopal. 

Sunni—The principal sect among Muhammadans, — 
SURAT-I-ALFAJAR—Part of the Koran, 

Syup—Same as Said. 




















big 
TAusIL—Jurisdiction of a Tahsildar. Division of country for revenu 
purposes. — 
TAHSILDAR—A collector of land revenue. 
TairuR—A Muhammadan saint. 
TALUK—An estate aggregating several villages. 
4 _ TALUKDAR—Proprietor of a taluk. 
ee ‘Tar-Pati—Strips of gunny ; a coarse fabric made of Indian flax. 


TagrA—Tombs of Hassan and Hassain— copies of these tombs made of 
wood and paper and buried in the Muharram festival. 


Texri—Hill. 
THAKUR—A Rajput chief. 
‘THANADAR—A chief constable in charge of a Thana or Police post. 
Sesamun, 
ind of pulse, known as arhar in N. W. P. 
minute measure, portion of a girah which equals 24 inches. 


U : 
‘The country inhabited by Umat Rajputs, vic., Narsinggurb 
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rs Native States there is a responsible man of this titlo 
on the Political Agents, 





